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ALBERT PIKE 
by: Unknown 

 

   Albert Pike found 

Freemasonry in a log cabin 

and left it in a Temple. He was the master genius of 

Masonry in America, both as scholar and artist. No 

other mind of equal power ever toiled so long in the 

service of the Craft in the New World. No other has 

left a nobler fame in our annals. 

   A great American and a great Mason, the life of 

Pike is a part of the romance of his country. Outside 

the Craft he was known as a poet, journalist, soldier, 

jurist, orator, and his ability in so many fields fills 

one with amazement. Apart from the chief work of 

his life in Masonry, he merits honor as a philosopher 

and a scholar. Indeed, he was one of the richest minds 

of his age, resembling the sages of the ancient world 

in his appearance and in the quality of his mind. 

Those who do not know Masonry often think of him 

as a man whom history passed by and forgot. 

   Pike was born in Boston, Massachusetts, 

December 29, 1809, of a family in which are several 

famous names, such as Nicholas Pike, author of the 

first arithmetic in America, and the friend of 

Washington; and Zebulon Pike, the explorer, who 

gave his name to Pike's Peak. His father, he tells us, 

was a shoemaker who worked hard to give his 

children the benefit of an education; his Mother a 

woman of great beauty, but somewhat stern in her 

ideas of rearing a boy. As a child he saw the 

festivities at the close of the War with Great Britain, 

in 1815. When Albert Pike was four his father moved 

to Newburyport, and there the boy grew up, attending 

the schools of the town and also of the academy at 

Framingham. At fourteen, he was ready for the 

freshman class at Harvard, but was unable to pay the 

tuition fees for two years in advance, as was required 

at that time, and proceeded to educate himself. Had 

he been admitted to Harvard he would have been in 

the class of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

   As a lad, Albert Pike was sensitive, high-strung, 

conscious of power, very shy and easily depressed; 

but, ambitious and determined to make his place in 

the world. Always a poet, while teaching school at 

Fairhaven he wrote a series of poems called "Hymns 

to the Gods," which he afterward revised and sent to 

Christofer North, editor of "Blackwood's Magazine," 

at Edinburg, receiving in reply a letter hailing him as 

a truly great poet. Had Pike given himself altogether 

to poetry he would have been one of the greatest of 

American Poets; but, he seemed not to care for such 

fame but only for the joy, and sometimes the pain, of 

writing. Indeed, the real story of his inner life may be 

traced in his poems, a volume of which was 

published as early as 1813, in honor of which event 

his friends gave him a reception. 

   In a poem called "Fatasma" he pictures himself at 

that time as a pale-faced boy, wasted by much study, 

reciting his poems to a crowded room. As his lips 

move his eyes are fastened on the lovely face and 

starry eyes of a girl to whom he dared not tell his 

love, because she was rich and he was poor. No doubt 

this hopeless love had much to do with his leaving 

New England to seek his fortune in the West. 

Anyway, it made him so sore of heart that the word 

God does not appear in his poetry for several years.  

Another reason for going away was the rather stern 

environment of New England, in which he felt that 

he could never do and be his best. So, he sings: 
(FOUNDER - see page 14)   
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From the PR 
 

Feedback to our new electronic 

newsletter has been very positive.  The 

communications committee members 

have worked hard to get us to where we 

are.  We are still dealing with issues on the SCC web 

site that has prevented us from getting it up and 

running; but, Ill Bro. Bill Klatil’s diligence will 

eventually succeed.  We still intend to have a 

quarterly mailed newsletter in a format similar to this 

newsletter so we can keep those members who do not 

have email informed.   
 

Ill Bro. Dick Sater and I attended the Denver 

Consistory’s Spring Reunion on May 10, 2018.  And, 

we saw some excellent degree work performed by a 

compassionate staff of cast members.  Two of SCCs 

candidates were part of their class.  It was our 

pleasure to greet and meet them.   
 

We’re now entering our summer mode.  Unlike 

previous years, we won’t be totally dark in July and 

August.  Degree work will be done on Wednesday’s 

July 11th and August 1st.  There will not be a stated 

meeting or dinner and you may dress casually for 

these meetings.  Schedule permitting, please try to 

attend these evenings and support the Director 

General Staff as they continue with their great work.   
 

As was mentioned, the Masonic Family Education 

Fair was a huge success.  Many thanks to Brothers 

Roger Chilcoat, 32° KCCH and Mike Palmer, 32° for 

putting this together.  We will do it again, and with 

some “tweaks”, it will be even better.   
 

Brother Randy Sanger, 32° is taking over as 

membership chair.  As you know, Bro. Randy is the 

Celebrate the Craft Chairman (CTC) and current 

Venerable Master.  Brother Roger Chilcoat, 32° 

KCCH will continue with membership as an 

Assistant Chair.  Bro. Roger will then take over CTC 

with Bro. Randy working with him.  Randy has 

visited many lodges promoting Scottish Rite 

membership and is working to implement some great 

ideas.   
 

Remember the latest change to our degree work 

schedule involves a full two-day reunion November 

2 & 3, 2018.  The 29 degrees will be presented in 

sequence with the five mandatory degrees being 

exemplified and all other degrees communicated.  
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION !!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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We’ll have a banquet along with recognition of our 

new Scottish Rite Masons.  Please plan on supporting 

this event and start getting those petitions!   

 

Reunion News 

It is with great honor and pride that we, members of 

SCC, congratulate the 30th Degree/ 4th Apt degree 

team, performing at the Denver Consistory Spring 

Reunion, on Saturday, May 12th.  This team is 

directed by Ronald L. Smith, 32° KCCH.  The team 

received many compliments on their performance. 
 

 

Flag Day 

(extracted from INDIVISIBLE - The Story of Our Flag  

by the American Legion) 
 

Bernard J. Cigrand was a 19-year-old Stoney Hill, 

Wisconsin, school teacher in 1885 when he conducted the 

first recorder Flag Day observance.  A 

10-inch flag of 38 stars, inside a bottle, was his only 

classroom prop when he assigned students to write themes 

on the U.S. flag in honor of the anniversary of the June 

14, 1777, congressional resolution adopting it. 
 

Cigrand wrote no fewer than seven books on U.S. history 

and the flag; he also contributed to the Encyclopedia 

Americana. 
 

Cigrand’s dream of national recognition for Old Glory 

was finally realized in 1916, when President Woodrow 

Wilson issued a proclamation calling for nationwide 

observance of Flag Day. 

 
 

Scottish Rite Foundation 

The Supreme Council, 33°, created the Scottish Rite 

Foundation, S.J., U.S.A., Inc. (Scottish Rite Foundation), 

to support philanthropic endeavors. 
 

Each year, through the Development Office, the Supreme 

Council seeks donations for the Scottish Rite 

Foundation’s three major programs:  

• RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language 

Program (SRCLP),  

• scholarships, and  

• national disaster relief. 
 

Last month, the 2018 Celebrating the Craft (CTC) aired 

live via the Web.  All donations from this event will go 

towards Scottish Rite 501(c)(3) activities including Rite 

Care in Southern Colorado and the historic rebuilding of 

the House of the Temple. 

 

 

The RiteCare Program begun in Colorado more than a 

half century ago is now adopted in one form or another 

throughout the Scottish Rite in the United States. The 

treatment of childhood language disorders is endorsed as 

the Scottish Rite’s flagship philanthropy by our national 

governing body – the Supreme Council of the Ancient and 

Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern 

Jurisdiction of the United States of America (35 States 

and the District of Columbia) which is headquartered in 

Washington, D.C. 
 

In Colorado, speech-language services are delivered 

through clinics at six different hospitals, two 

universities, and a not-for-profit community clinic. In 

addition, we seek to assist children at-risk for language 

disorders through a early childhood reading and literacy 

program operated by two not-for-profit organizations. 

Finally, the Foundation supports graduate work in 

speech-language pathology through the granting of 

annual scholarships for students at the University of 

Colorado - Boulder and the University of Northern 

Colorado. 

“I therefore suggest and request that throughout the nation 

and if possible in every community the fourteenth day of June 

be observed as FLAG DAY with special patriotic exercises… 

Let us on that day rededicate ourselves to the nation, ‘one and 

inseparable’ from which every thought that is not worthy of 

our fathers’ first vows in independence, liberty, and right shall 

be excluded and in which we shall stand with united hearts, 

for an America which no man can corrupt, no influence draw 

away from its ideals, no force divide against itself – a nation 

signally distinguished among all the nations of mankind for its 

clear, individual conception alike of its duties and its 

privileges, its obligations and its rights.” 
From Proclamation 1335, issued by President Woodrow Wilson on May 

30, 1916 formally observing June 14 of each year as Flag Day in the United 

States 

https://scottishrite.org/development/giving/the-development-office/
https://scottishrite.org/brothers-in-the-community/ritecare-srclp/
https://scottishrite.org/brothers-in-the-community/ritecare-srclp/
http://scottishrite.org/about/philanthropy-scholarships/scholarships/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=J84BxK81&id=5DB18035FE7A2657BC0AA8597B169FF2212069A2&thid=OIP.J84BxK81PMM3kR6VYeIQdAHaFR&mediaurl=http://scottishritefoundation.org/images/logo400.png&exph=285&expw=400&q=ritecare+of+colorado+graphics&simid=608037629067923184&selectedIndex=0
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Membership 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

Scottish Rite Brothers,  
 

As you should know by now, we are 

having a Fall Reunion.  The exciting 

stated meeting program this year has been a positive 

adjustment to bring smaller bits of degrees to not 

only new candidates but also to the membership. 

This first-time format for us will continue to be 

adjusted and refined until we succeed in having great 

Stated meetings with enlightening and descriptive 

education. Personally, the education this year has 

been helpful to understanding masonic tradition, 

philosophy and history.   
 

Now that a two-day fall reunion is taking place in 

early November, we need one more ingredient -  

Candidates.   To aide in obtaining this precious 

ingredient, please talk about the Scottish Rite two-

day Reunion to all master masons in your blue lodges 

that are not yet in the Scottish Rite.   
  

Additionally, I would like to invite any interested 

Master Masons, that are not in Scottish Rite, to come 

have dinner with us at 6pm on the first Wednesday 

of any month.  Dinner is on me.  Reservations are 

needed so we can ensure enough food is ordered. Call 

the Secretary’s office for reservations.   
 

Please visit with other Scottish Rite members in your 

lodges or in any activities you attend and find out 

why it is so important to attend the University of 

Freemasonry.  And come see the historic Egyptian 

lodge room.   We have so much to offer; let’s share 

it! Remember Brothers, the future of Scottish Rite 

Freemasonry is up to you.   

Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

The May 2018 Stated Meeting was 

opened by Personal Representative Bart 

Guthrie, 33°, and lodge was placed at 

ease to retire for dinner in the dining hall.   
 

Our Stated meeting being properly opened and 

Minutes read, we proceeded to receive important 

financial information.  Finance Chairman Charles 

Tedrow, 33°, stated “as of March 31st, we were 13% 

under budget.”  Treasurer Jim Eaches, 33°, reported 

the Consistory investments stood as follows: 
 

General Fund  $377,187 

Endowment Fund $130,376 

Homer Brown Fund $    8,190 

$515,753 
 

Venerable Master Randy Sanger, 32° gave an 

interesting and excellent presentation of the 

“Celebration of the Craft” program. 
 

The 15th and 16th degrees were communicated to 

candidates Tam Tran and David McClintock by 

Jason Bunch, 32° and Joseph Surek, 32°.  There was 

an active discussion by the membership pertaining to 

these degrees before the meeting was closed by 

SGIG Steven Munsinger, 33°. 
 

The office will be closed on each Wednesday and 

Friday, commencing June 13th. Our normal 

schedule will resume on September 4th.  The menu 

for the Stated Meeting on June 6th is listed in the 

Planning Calendar on page 7. 

The Scottish Rite is an appendant body of the fraternity of 

Freemasonry whose purpose is to expound upon the lessons 

first presented in the Blue or Craft Lodge and offer an 

opportunity for our Masonic Brethren to increase their 

understanding of our beautiful system of morality through a 

series of lectures and presentations, styled as degrees, and 

numbered from four through thirty-two. 

Office Telephone numbers are: 
719-471-7966 
877-471-7966 
719-635-1560 

We still have incomplete or incorrect information 

pertaining to email addresses.  We are attempting to 

contact those members in this situation.  When 

member contact information changes, please contact 

Bill Klatil,  wklatil@icloud.com or the Secretary, 

Dick Sater, socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net with the 

updated information. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=scottish+rite&id=CE9B06C659593371523A0E76C5F1BA84FC02B26D&FORM=IQFRBA
mailto:wklatil@icloud.com
mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
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Editor Comments 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

Freemasonry is a fraternity based on the 

belief that each man has a responsibility 

to help make the world a better place while being 

devoted to his family, faith, country, and fraternity. 

As Masons we value and promote: 
 

• Ethics   • Philanthropy   

• Personal growth  • Family 

• Tolerance   • Community 

• Education  • Patriotism  

• Diversity  
 

Religion is important to Masons; all faiths are 

respected in the organization. Freemasonry practices 

and welcomes ethnic diversity and includes men of 

all racial backgrounds. 

Masonic values (extracted from masonic.net): 
 

Ethics.  Freemasons lives are based on honor and 

integrity, and believe that honesty, compassion, trust, 

and knowledge are important. We believe there’s 

more to life than pleasure and money.  

Personal Growth.  A continuous pursuit of 

knowledge, ethics and spirituality brings more 

meaning to Masonic lives. 

Tolerance.  The fraternity transcends religious, 

ethnic, cultural, social, and educational differences. 

We respect others’ opinions and strive to grow and 

develop as human beings.  Freemasons respect the 

opinions of others and strive to improve and develop 

as human beings. 

Education.  Masons opened some of the first public 

schools in America and lobbied in the 1800s for state 

supported education and colleges. Today, Masons 

provide support for public schools practically and 

financially.  

Philanthropy.  Masons make a difference in the 

communities through charitable giving, community 

service, and volunteerism. 

Family.  A Mason spends quality time with his 

family, shows love and support to his parents, wife 

and children. 

Patriotism. Patriotism is placed above partisanship, 

the free institutions of the Republic are preserved and 

extended the honor and dignity of the Nation at home 

and abroad is maintained, and the lofty ideals of our 

18th Century Brethren and realized.  

Lodge of Perfection 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Venerable Master 

The Lodge of Perfection in Southern 

Colorado Scottish Rite is the active leader 

and supporter of the four bodies to be sure.  The 

recalibration of our stated meetings, combined with 

communicated and exemplified degrees, has been 

eventful. This could not be successful without the 

support of this line.  I have enjoyed this format and 

appreciate the work to make it happen. As a body of 

the Southern Colorado Scottish Rite, we continue to 

support this new format and endeavor to make it 

attractive and successful for our membership. 
 

The brothers of this line helped to make our stated 

meetings more enjoyable.  Sometimes that included 

sitting on sidelines. But did you not enjoy the 

symbolic beauty of the educational degrees that were 

shared with candidates and members alike? This 

presentation method allowed those on the sidelines 

to absorb and participate in an interactive discussion 

on the degree. I most definitely will trade my chair 

for an evening of educational enlightenment 

anytime. But I think we can have both involvement 

and understanding most of the time.  The leadership 

is committed to making your stated meetings worth 

attending. 
 

So far this year, the Lodge of Perfection hosted the 

Scottish Rite Foundation representatives and 

beneficiaries at our March 7th dinner and stated 

meeting. The presentation from Vern Ingraham 33° 

Grand Cross, Executive Secretary of the Colorado 

Scottish Rite Foundation, was well received.  Several 

healthcare representatives from Children’s Hospital, 

working with child communication/speech 
impediments daily, expressed their appreciation for 

the support of the Scottish Rite Foundation.  The 

Foundation receives its support from you the 

membership. 
 

The Lodge of Perfection will be host for the Feast of 

Tishri on October 3rd, as well as governing body for 

the stated meetings on June 6th, October 3rd, and 

December 5th.  All members of the line are requested 

to be at these meetings. 
 

And as Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection, 

I would like to thank the line of the Lodge of 

Perfection for their continued support and patience. 
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VMAP Committee 
Bill Klatil, 33°, Committee Chairman 

 

Your Valley Membership Achievement 

Project (VMAP) Committee has been in 

operation for more than two years now.  

The Supreme Council brought together Scottish Rite 

Members from all over the Southern Jurisdiction to 

listen to it members.  What came out of these several 

meetings was the VMAP program.  This consists of 

"best practices" from across the country.  There are 

several topics that are formatted in categories as a 

guide to enhance the focus of the Valley's activities.  
 

The major components include the Reunion and its 

processes.  Goals that can be established.  

Information provided by the Consistory to the new 

initiates.  Instruction as how to structure the 

activities.  And suggestions to give food for thought 

on how other valleys operate.  
 

Membership is a major part noted in its acronym. 

Recommendations for membership retention, which is a 

concern for all of Masonry.  Communication with the 

membership, which includes the development and 

distribution of this fine publication.  We have a Facebook 

page.  Developing and maintaining membership programs 

including designating prospects, assigning Blue Lodge 

Ambassadors, mentors for our new members, and maybe 

a way to reach out to our past members. 
 

Philanthropy and the Consistory.  We are an 

organization of giving, caring members.  We have an 

Almoner.  We also have a statewide charity called the 

RiteCare Foundation.  Being involved with the 

community in other ways is another great attribute.  This 

program highlights these subjects to be revisited. 
 

And finally, leadership qualities that should be instilled 

in each Consistory.  Job descriptions and related 

definitions should be identified and incorporated to our 

officers and committee chairmen's duties and 

responsibilities. 
 

Although not all subjects are being addressed, your 

committee is working with a large portion of these 

subjects with the idea of improving your Consistory. 
 

We have monthly meetings as found in the calendar 

section of the newsletter.  If you have any questions 

or comments, please feel free to contact me at 

wklatil@icloud.com. 

 

 

 

BUDGET vs MEMBERSHIP 

DUES 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 This is the time of the year when a 

budget is prepared for the following 

operational year. Plans for the next year rely heavily 

on this budget. 

 

Our operating budget for the past few years has been 

between $98,000 and $115,000 per year.  We have 

met these budgets because we have withdrawn 

$35,000 to $45,000 each year from our investments. 

We must do this because we have only 330-350 

members who pay annual dues.  Some years, it has 

been necessary to touch the principal amount rather 

than just withdrawing from only the dividend 

amount.  Circumstances dictate these withdrawals  

largely due to suspensions, membership demits, 

deaths and the non-payment of dues.   

 

Masonic rules stipulate that dues are due on January 

1st of each calendar year and delinquent on December 

31st of the same year.  However, our debts/bills will 

arrive starting on January 1st and every day thereafter 

throughout the year concluding on December 31st of 

that year.   

 

As of this writing, we have 53 members who have 
not paid 2018 Dues. This amount is equal to a 

shortfall of $7,950 and we still have bills to be paid 

during the remainder of 2018.  For those who have 

not paid their 2018 Dues, please do so as soon as 

possible.   

 

Looking ahead to 2019, it would greatly assist our 

operational activities if members would pay their 

2019 Dues as close to January 1st as possible.  The 

earlier, the better! 

 

Please help us meet our budget without fiscally 

damaging withdrawals from our investments.  Thank 

you in advance for your support!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wklatil@icloud.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=financial+graphics&id=C0767523A264C49285A2703F808FB7D0C35D58AF&FORM=IQFRBA
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Planning Calendar 
June 2018 … 

6th (Wednesday) 6:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Opening Body:  Lodge of Perfection 

17th Degree Communicated 
 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 6/5 at 12:00 pm.) 

Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes w/gravy, Mixed Vegetables 

Rolls  

Yellow Cake w/Chocolate Icing  

Coffee/Tea  
 

 17th Happy Father’s Day 
 

23rd (Saturday) 8:00 am Opening Body:  Chapter of Rose Croix 

      18th and 20th Degrees Exemplified;  

19th and 21st Degrees Communicated 
  

27th (Wednesday) 4:30 pm Communication Meeting 

5:30 pm Membership Meeting 

        6:00 pm  VMAP Meeting 
 

July 2018 … 
 

11th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  NO STATED MEETING or Dinner 

Opening Body:  Council of Kadosh 

      22nd and 23rd Degrees Communicated 
 

August 2018 … 
 

1st (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  NO STATED MEETING or Dinner 

Opening Body:  Consistory 

      24th Degree Communicated; 25th Degree Exemplified 

 

Please check the website for possible updates and changes throughout the month.  Let us know of any 

events or activities not presented for July-August so we may include them in the next issue.

 
 June 6th is D-Day 1944; 14th is Flag Day; Korean War starts 1950) 

Foundation Picnic 
By Michael Palmer, 32° 

 

Our Annual Scottish Rite Foundation Picnic and tour of the Pueblo Zoo will be held on 

September 16, 2018.   Lunch will be served from 11am-1pm.   
 

Bring your Family for enjoyable Day. 
   

Please contact the Scottish Rite Office for Reservations. 
 

Your Support of the Scottish Rite Foundation is sincerely appreciated. 
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Famous Masons in World 

History 

More than a few famous Masons were 

U.S. Presidents including Washington, 

Monroe, Andrew Jackson, Polk, 

Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Garfield, 

McKinley, Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, 

Harding, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry 

S. Truman, and Gerald R. Ford. 
 

Freemasons were instrumental and 

participated in the American 

Revolution. I bet you thought they 

were just a bunch of old guys 

eating pot luck & swapping 

stories.  Just a few MORE from 

that era include: Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, 

Paul Revere, and John Paul Jones. 
 

Some well-known military leaders were 

also famous masons.  These easily 

recognizable names include: George C. 

Marshall, Gen. Omar Bradley, John J. 

Pershing, Douglas McArthur, Eddie 

Rickenbacker, and Jimmy Doolittle. 
 

The fight for the Republic of Texas 

included fellow masons Sam 

Houston, Jim Bowie, Davy 

Crockett, Jim Bowie, and Santa 

Ana. 
 

Many famous brothers made a good 

living in Hollywood such as actors 

John Wayne, Burl Ives, Roy Rogers, 

Danny Thomas, Ernest Borgnine, 

Red Skelton, Clark Gable, Will 

Rogers, Audie Murphy, and Gene 

Autry. 
 

Freemasons that were well 

known political leaders from 

across the world include: 

Winston Churchill, Edward 

VII, George VI, John A. 

MacDonald, Aaron Burr, 

George McGovern, Barry Goldwater, Thomas 

Dewey, William Jennings Bryant, and Jefferson 

Davis. 
 

Other famous and easy recognizable Masons include 

such names as Lewis & Clark, Charles A. 

Lindberg, Kit Carson, Henry Ford, 

Richard Byrd, Henry Ford,  Walter P. 

Chrysler, J.C. Penney, Ty Cobb, Jack 

Dempsey, and Arnold Palmer. 
 

Famous Masonic astronauts 

and writers were "Buzz" Aldrin, Virgil 

Grissom, John Glenn, Mark Twain, 

Rudyard Kipling, Conan Doyle, and 

Oscar Wilde. 
 

Oh, almost forgot to mention that 

Harry Houdini, and Norman Vincent 

Peale, were both Masons.  
 

As you can see from the assortment of names from 

all over the world and from all different walks of life, 

Masonry does attract "good men" trying to do better 

for the greater good. 

 

Anyone care to 

guess who this 

person is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone care to venture a guess where this picture 

was taken? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your thoughts on these images? 

http://www.masonic-lodges.com/mrc.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=gerald+ford+pictures&id=9659796B9A6543E25F1F24DE83FD6355E5127EDB&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=benjamin+franklin+pictures&id=52FF75AB7F672FBC9A848AD63578CF8190C56718&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=george+c.+marshal+pictures&id=1B2634E2ACEBC994281A4F3DD7F8BEAA7E5C9EDB&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=davy+crockett+pictures&id=48C87E855F6F0219EDABF30D932AF64EED059DA9&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winston+churchill+pictures&id=9D94660D2DA670E50D4B484E447F99E19049CF81&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=arnold+palmer+pictures&id=AA32214CB0424B6DDAD14A395B0D868D3D90E23C&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=john+glenn+pictures&id=7AFFB5E6900DAFF7D03E620E5C2E7E25B1B539E2&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=harry+houdini+pictures&id=D85211D936BE4A6BB11FE7F2B67EF908E21F84F5&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishRiteFreemasonry/photos/a.10150994203368468.438636.10285083467/10153783504438468/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishRiteFreemasonry/photos/a.10150994203368468.438636.10285083467/10150994203373468/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishRiteFreemasonry/photos/a.10152178064818468.1073741826.10285083467/10152215472313468/?type=3
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June Birthdays 
1st Antonio Quintana 11th  Richard Ringler  22nd  Gary Sears 

  Carmon Kelly   Arthur Moore   David Salberg 

  Thomas Leucht   Richard Hansen  25th Richard Hair 

  Michael Judy  14th Robert Kohn   Ronald Smith 

  Lance Barron   Brian Smith   Charles Amour 

  Manuel Cantu   Harold Spath Jr  26th Paul Campbell 

4th Samuel Sharp   George Woodyard  Jesse James Jr 

  John Potter  15th Gerald Haynie   James Tising 

5th William Mahar   Buddy Sample   Edward Roberts 

  Lewis Seaburn   William Seifert Jr   Sean Dirks 

  Robert Ragan  16th Shane Meredith   Gerome Walton 

  Lionel Robertson  17th David Eckman Jr  27th Donald Niles 

  Mervin Terrill   Gerald Comstock   Jeremiah Smith 

  John Erickson Jr   Bolivar Dela Cruz 28th John McCracken 

8th  Clinton Yates   Richard Drewes  29th Dale Amend 

10th Henry Wells  19th Robert Cleek   Mark Kneis II 

  Joseph Surek   Kevin McGuire  30th Frank Ruybalid 

  Charles Capps    21st John Harrington III 

       Roy McInturff 
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      Memorial Scroll  

    NOTIFICATION DATE NAME 

May 26, 2018         Billy M. Sypher, 32° KCCH 

     

 

     Information current since last Quill and Scroll newsletter 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado (SCC) Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:   Bart Guthrie, 33°; 

Hershel “Butch” Holmes, 32°; Matthew Lopez, 32° KCCH; Charles Lewis, 32°; and    Ronald Smith, 32° KCCH.  If you are interested 

in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Bart Guthrie, 33° for more information.  
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The United States Flag 

By H.V. Holloway, Delaware state superintendent of public instruction 
 

 

 

The Flag of our Country is her standard, her symbol. 
 

This symbol stands for our history, our government, 

our institutions, our homes.    It also represents our 

courage, our hopes, and our vision.   
 

To each of us, it means what our Country means.    

From its beautiful folds shine forth justice and 

righteousness; equality and opportunity; life, liberty 

and the right to pursue happiness.   
 

It is an emblem of peace with justice, of love with 

power, of devotion with daring, of friendship and 

freedom. 
 

By our work for the ideals for which it stands, we as 

Americans put meaning into its colors. 

 

Not with empty words do we pledge it our 

allegiance, but with hearts full of gratitude for our 

inheritance of liberty, and with determination to 

pass on to our children its glory, undimmed by 

selfish acts or narrow thinking. 
 

Meaning behind the folds 
 

The source and date of origin of this unofficial 

meaning of the folds of the U.S. flag is unknown. 
 

The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 
 

The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal 

life. 
 

The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of 

the veteran departing our ranks, and who gave a 

portion of his/her life for the defense of our country 

to attain peace throughout the world. 
 

The fourth fold represents our weaker nature; as 

American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we 

turn in times of peace, as well as in times of war, for 

His divine guidance. 
 

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the 

words of Stephen Decatur, “Our country, in dealing 

with other countries, may she always be right, but it 

is still our country, right or wrong.” 
 

The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie.  It is with 

our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the 

United States of America, and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all. 
 

The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces, for 

it is through the armed forces that we protect our 

country and our flag against all enemies, whether 

they be found within or without the boundaries of our 

republic. 
 

The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered 

into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might 

see the light of day, and to honor our mother, for 
whom it flies on Mother’s Day. 
 

The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood, for it has 

been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion 

that the character of the men and women who have 

made this country great have been molded. 
 

The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has 

given his sons and daughters for the defense of our 

country since he or she was born. 
 

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, 

represents the lower portion of the seal of King 

David and King Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, 

the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 

Flag Colors: 

RED stands for courage, valor and strength. 
 

WHITE conveys purity, light and peace. 
 

BLUE represents truth, loyalty and fidelity. 
 

The STRIPES signify unity of purpose as exemplified by the nation’s 
original 13 states. 
 

The STARS represent our 50 states dedicated to freedom and democracy. 
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The twelfth fold in the eyes of a Christian citizen, 

represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in 

their eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are 

uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, “In 

God We Trust.”   
 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked, it 

has the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding 

us of the soldiers who served under Gen George 

Washington and the sailors and Marines who served 

under Capt. John Paul Jones and were followed by 

their comrades and shipmates of the U.S. Armed 

Forces, preserving for us the rights, privileges and 

freedoms we enjoy today. 
6 

The traditional method of folding the flag is 
as follows: 

(A) Straighten out the flag to full length and fold 

lengthwise once.  

 

 

 

 

 

(B) Fold it lengthwise a second time to meet the open 

edge, making sure that the union of stars on the blue 

field remains outward in full view. (A large flag may 

have to be folded lengthwise a third time.) 

 

(C) A triangular fold is then started by bringing the 

striped corner of the folded edge to the open edge. 

 

(D) The outer point is then turned inward, parallel 

with the open edge, to form a second triangle.  

 

 

(E) The diagonal or triangular folding is continued 

toward the blue union until the end is reached, with 

only the blue showing and the form being that of a 

cocked (three-corner) hat. 

 

 

You’re a Grand Old Flag 
By George M. Cohan 

 

You’re a grand old flag, 

You’re a high flying flag 

And forever in peace may you wave. 

You’r the emblem of the land I love. 

The home of the free and the brave. 

Ev’ry heart beats true ‘neath the Red, 

White and Blue, 

Where there’s never a boast or brag. 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

Keep your eye on the grand old flag. 
 

Renowned actor, dancer, song-writer and playwright 

George M. Cohan introduced an upbeat, patriotic 

song called “You’re a Grand Old Rag in his musical 
titled “George Washington, Jr.,” which became a 

national sensation.  The song’s popularity quickly 

spread beyond across the country, especially after he 

changed “Rag” to “Flag” in the title.   
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The Unspoken Value of 

Freemasonry 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

 

Too often we fail to recognize the 

foundational blocks of the teachings of 

masonry.  We tend to concentrate on the primary 

lessons of our degrees and lose sight of the life 

shaping aspects of the fraternity.  The Late Duane E. 

Anderson, Past Junior Grand Warden, Grand Lodge 

of Minnesota once wrote “Lack of attendance at 

communications, apathy, disinterestedness, and 

being dropped for non-payment of dues are all sadly 

occurring in our fraternity.  It is disappointing when 

many of our own members do not appreciate or take 

advantage of what our fraternity has to offer, or 

when they fail to live by its teachings, and by doing 

so, they fail to attract many good men to its doors.” 
 

Continuing with this thought, please consider the 

following: 

   Too many men join the fraternity and do not realize 

that the fraternity expects something of you!  Our 

fraternity expects a new member to do something 

almost immediately.  

Freemasonry expects him 

to use his mind -- first to 

memorize, to think, and 

later to understand.  To 

begin with, the 

memorization of ritual is a 

priceless discipline whose 

value we too often overlook.  Every time we reduce 

or eliminate memorization of a portion of our ritual, 

we send out a wrong signal --- we indicate that we no 

longer place much value on what we teach in the 

lodge! 
 

Some urge Freemasonry to reduce the memory 

requirements, shorten the degrees, change the 

obligations, and tamper with numerous other 

traditions of our craft that have served us so well for 

more than 250 years.  Toward what end are we 

making these changes?  Are we strengthening our 

fraternity by doing so?  Or, are we simply making 

masonry easier for people to join in the hope of 

increased membership --- membership that fails to 

recognize our values, traditions and teachings? 
 

Freemasonry's purpose, like that of a true university, 

is to teach you to want to learn regardless of age, 

culture or background.  We want to awaken your 

curiosity. If you're curious and if you follow that 

curiosity, you will become a Mason who has done 

the labor of Masonry. 
 

When new members enter the lodge, they are like a 

blank slate so far as Freemasonry is concerned. 

These men don't know much about the Craft and they 

want to learn; at least that is what they tell us.  It's up 

to us to encourage that natural curiosity.  We don’t 

need to reduce our expectations because too many of 

the men joining today are of advanced age or they are 

too busy in other aspects of their lives.  We need to 

feed that curiosity and help them to understand and 

satisfy a desire to learn and improve in all aspects of 

their lives. 
 

Brotherhood is an activity which involves three types 

of reaching, each in a different direction. First, we 

reach downward to lift and support a faltering 

brother.  Second, we reach out on the level to extend 

the hand of fellowship and welcome a friend and 

brother to join us in worthy endeavors and 

accomplishments that will make this world a better 

place in which to live.  Our 

third reach is upward.  

Masons should ever 

remember that when the 

strength and wisdom of man 

fails, there is an inexhaustible 

supply above yielded to us 

through the power of prayer. 
 

Freemasonry’s plan is simple.  Begin with a man, just 

one man at a time, as good a man as possible, one 

that is respected in his community, lives according to 

the laws of the land.  Then Freemasonry shows that 

man how he can become better -- not better than his 

fellow man, but better than himself.  By making 

better men, we build a better community, a better 

nation, and a better world. 

 

 

“To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy of the 

benevolent design of a Masonic institution; and it is most 

fervently to be wished, that the conduct of every member of 

the fraternity, as well as those publications, that discover the 

principles which actuate them, may tend to convince 

mankind that the grand object of Masonry is to promote the 

happiness of the human race.― George Washington, Writings 

 

Freemasonry shows that man 

how he can become better -- not 

better than his fellow man, but 

better than himself 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4356.George_Washington
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/9750
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(FOUNDER - continued from page 1) 

Weary of fruitless toil he leaves his home, to seek in 

other climes a fairer fate. 

   Pike left New England in March, 1831, going first 

to Niagara, and thence, walking nearly all the way, 

to St. Louis. In August he joined a party of forty 

traders with ten covered wagons following the old 

Santa Fe Trail. He was a powerful man, six feet and 

two inches tall, finely formed, with dark eyes and fair 

skin, fleet of foot and sure of shot, able to endure 

hardship, and greatly admired by the Indians. He 

spent a year at Santa Fe, the unhappiest months of his 

life. Friendless, homesick, haunted by many 

memories, he poured out his soul in sad-hearted 

poems in which we see not only the desperate 

melancholy of the man but the vivid colors of the 

scenery and life round about him. Shelly was his 

ideal, Coleridge his inspiration but his own genius 

was more akin to Bryant than any other of our 

singers. What made him most forlorn is told in such 

lines as these: 

   Friends washed off by life's ebbing tide, Like sands 

upon the shifting coasts, The soul's first love 

another's bride; And other melancholy though. 

   Happily, new scenes, new friends, and new 

adventures healed his heart, and a new note of joy is 

added to his rare power of describing the picturesque 

country in which he was a pilgrim. In 1832, with a 

trapping party, he went down the Pecos river into the 

Staked Plains, and then to the headwaters of the 

Brazos and Red Rivers. It was a perilous journey and 

he almost died of hunger and thirst, as he has told us 

in his poem, "Death in the Desert." After walking 

five hundred miles he arrived at Fort Smith, 

Arkansas, friendless, without a dollar, and well-nigh 

naked. He was soon teaching school in a tiny log 

cabin near Van Buren, and, tired of wandering, his 

life began to take root and grow. 

   Again, his pen was busy, writing verses for the 

"Little Rock Advocate," as well as political articles 

under the pen name "Casca," which attracted so 

much notice that Horace Greely reprinted them in the 

New York Tribune. Soon the whole state was eager 

to know the genius who signed himself "Casca." 

Robert Crittenden and Judge Turner rode through the 

wilderness and found the tall, handsome young man 

teaching in a log schoolhouse on Little Piney River. 

Charmed with his modesty and power, they invited 

him to go to Little Rock as assistant editor of the 

Advocate. Here ended the winter of his wanderings, 

and his brilliant summer began among friends who 

love him and inspired him to do his best. 

   Pike made an able editor, studying law at night, 

never sleeping more than five hours a day - which 

enabled him to do as much work as two men usually 

do. By 1835 he owned the Advocate, which 

contained some of his best writing. He delved deep 

into law, mastering its history, its philosophy; and, 

once admitted to the bar, his path to success was an 

open road. About this time we read a tender poem, 

"To Mary," showing that other thoughts were busy in 

his mind. That same year he married Miss Mary 

Hamilton, a beautiful girl whom he met on a June day 

at the home of a friend. A few months later appeared 

this "Prose Sketches and Poems," followed by a 

longer poem; bold, spirited, and scholarly entitled 

"Ariel." His poems were printed, for the most part, 

by his friends as he seemed deaf to the whispers of 

literary ambition. 

   In the War with Mexico Pike won fame for his 

valor in the field of Buena Vista, and he has 

enshrined that scene in a thrilling poem. After the 

war he took up the cause of the Indians, whose life 

and languages fascinated him and who, he felt, were 

being robbed of their rights. He carried their case to 

the Supreme Court. to whose Bar he was admitted in 

1849, along with Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal 

Hamlin. His speech in the case of the Senate Award 

to the Choctaws is famous, Webster passing high 

eulogy upon it. Judged by any test, Pike was a great 

orator, uniting learning with practical acumen, grace 

with power, and the imperious magnetism which 

only genius can command. 

   Pike was made a Master Mason in Western Star 

Lodge No. 1, Little Rock, Arkansas, July, 1850; and 

the symbolism of the Craft fascinated him from the 

first, both as a poet and scholar. Everywhere he saw 

suggestions, dim intimations, half-revealed and half-

concealed ideas which could not have had their 

origin among the common craft Masons of old. He 

set himself to study the Order, his enthusiasm 

keeping pace with his curiosity, in search of the real 

origin and meaning of its symbols. At last he found 

that Freemasonry is the Ancient Great Mysteries in 

disguise, it's simple emblems the repository of the 

highest wisdom of the Ancient World, to rescue and 

expound which became more and more his desire and 

passion. Here his words: "It began to shape itself to 

my intellectual vision into something imposing and 
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majestic, solemnly mysterious and grand. It seemed 

to me like the Pyramids in the grandeur and 

loneliness, in whose yet undiscovered chambers may 

be hidden, for the enlightenment of the coming 

generations, the sacred books of the Egyptians, so 

long lost to the World; like the Sphinx, half- buried 

in the sands. In essence, Freemasonry is more 

ancient than any of the world's living religions. So, I 

came at last to see that its symbolism is its soul." 

   Thus, a great poet saw Freemasonry and sought to 

renew the luster of its symbols of high and gentle 

wisdom, making it a great humanizing, educational 

and spiritual force among men. He saw in it a faith 

deeper than all creeds, larger than all sects, which, if 

rediscovered, he believed, would enlighten the 

world. It was a worthy ambition for any man, and one 

which Pike, by the very quality of his genius, as well 

as his tastes, temper and habits of mind, seemed born 

to fulfill. All this beauty, be it noted, Pike found in 

the old Blue Lodge - he had not yet advanced to the 

higher degrees - and to the end of his life the Blue 

Lodge remained to him a wonder and a joy. There he 

found universal Masonry, all the higher grades being 

so many variations on its theme. He did not want 

Masonry to be a mere social club, but a power for the 

shaping of character and society. 

   So far Pike had not even heard of the Scottish Rite, 

to which he was to give so many years of service. He 

seems not to have heard of it until 1852, and then, as 

he tells us, with much the same feeling with which a 

Puritan might hear of a Buddhist ceremony 

performed in a Calvinistic church. He imagined that 

it was not Masonry at all, or else a kind of Masonic 

atheism. His misunderstanding was due, perhaps, to 

the bitter rivalry of rites which then prevailed, and 

which he did so much to heal. At length he saw that 

Masonry was one, though its rites are many, and he 

studied the Scottish Rite, its origin, history, and such 

ritual as it had at the time, which was rather crude 

and chaotic, but sufficient to reveal its worth and 

promise. 

   The Scottish appeared in America in 1801, at 

Charleston, South Carolina, derived from a Supreme 

Council constituted in Berlin in 1786. For its 

authority it had, in manuscript, a Grand Constitution, 

framed by the Prussian body - a document which 

Pike afterwards defended so ably, though toward the 

end of his life he was led by facts brought out by 

Gould and others, to modify his earlier position. The 

Council so established had no subordinate bodies at 

first, and never very many, in fact, until 1855, a very 

natural result in a country which, besides having 

Masonry of its own, regarded the Rite as heresy. 

None the less Pike entered the Scottish Rite, at 

Charleston, March 20, 1853, receiving its degrees 

from the fourth to the thirty-second, and the thirty-

third degree in New Orleans, in 1857. 

   The following year he delivered a lecture in New 

Orleans, by special request, before the Grand Lodge 

of Louisiana; his theme being "The Evil 

Consequences od Schisms and Disputes for Power in 

Masonry, and of Jealousy and Dissensions Between 

Masonic Rites" - one of the greatest single Masonic 

lectures ever delivered, in which may be found the 

basis of all his Masonic thought and teaching. 

Masonry, as Pike saw it, is morality founded in faith 

and taught by symbols. It is not a religion, but a 

worship in which all good men can unite, its purpose 

being to benefit mankind physically, socially, and 

spiritually; by helping men to cultivate freedom, 

friendship and character. To that end, beyond the 

facts of faith - the reality of God, the moral law, and 

the hope of immortality - it does not go. 

   One is not surprised to learn that Pike was made 

Sovereign Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite, 

Southern Jurisdiction, in 1859. He at once began to 

recast the Rite, rewriting its rituals, reshaping its 

degrees, some of which existed only in skeleton, and 

clothing them in robes of beauty. To this task he 

brought all his learning as a scholar, his insight as a 

poet, and his enthusiasm as a Mason. He lived in 

Little Rock, in a stately home overlooking the city, 

where he kept his vast library and did his work. In 

the same year, 1859, he was reported dead by 

mistake, and had the opportunity of reading many 

eulogies written in his memory. When the mistake 

was known, his friends celebrated his "return from 

Hades," as it was called, by a festival. 

   Alas, then came the measureless woe of Civil War, 

and Pike cast his lot with the South, and was placed 

in command of the Indian Territory. Against his 

protest the Indian regiments were ordered from the 

Territory and took part in the Battle of Elkhorn. The 

battle was a disaster, and some atrocities by Indian 

Troops, whom he was unable to restrain, cause 

criticism. Later, when the Union Army attacked 

Little Rock the Commanding General, Thomas H. 

Benton, Grand Master of Masons in Iowa, posted a 

guard to protect the home of Pike and his Masonic 

Library. After the War Pike practiced Law for a time 
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in Memphis. In 1868 he moved to Alexandria, 

Virginia, and in 1870 to Washington. 

      Again, he took up his labors in behalf of 

Masonry, revising its rituals, and writing those noble 

lectures into which he gathered the wisdom of the 

ages - as though his mind were a great dome which 

caught the echoes of a thousand thinkers. By 1871 

the Scottish Rite was influential and widely diffused, 

due, in part, to the energy and genius of its 

Commander. In the same year he published "Morals 

and Dogma," a huge manual for the instruction of the 

Rite, as much a compilation as a composition, able 

but ill-arranged, which remains to this day a 

monument of learning. It ought to be revised, 

rearranged, and reedited, since it is too valuable to be 

left in so cumbersome a form, containing as it does 

much of the best Masonic thinking and writing in our 

literature. It is studded with flashing insights and 

memorable sayings, as for example: 
 

Man is accountable for the uprightness of his 

doctrine, But not for the rightness of it. The free 

country where intellect and genius rule, will endure. 

Where they serve, and other influences govern, its 

life is short. When the state begins to feed part of the 

people, it prepares all to be slaves. Deeds are greater 

than words. They have a life, mute but undeniable, 

and they grow. They people the emptiness of Time. 

Nothing is really small. Every bird that flies carries a 

thread of the infinite in its claws. Sorrow is the dog 

of that unknown Shephard who guides the flock of 

men. Life has its ills, but it is not all evil. If life is 

worthless, so is immortality. Our business is not to 

be better than others, but to be better than ourselves. 

   For all his strength and learning, Pike was ever a 

sensitive, beauty-loving soul, touched by the brevity 

and sadness of life, which breathe in his poems. His 

best-known poem, but by no means his greatest, was 

written in 1872 entitled, "Every Year," in which this 

note of melancholy is heard:  

   Life is a count of losses, Every year; For the weak 

are heavier crosses, Every year; Lost springs with 

sobs replying, Unto weary Autumn's sighing, While 

those we love are dying, Every year. To the past go 

more dead faces, Every year; As the loved leave 

vacant places, Every year; Everywhere the sad eyes 

meet us, In the evening's dusk they greet us, And to 

come to them entreat us, Every year. But the truer 

life draws nigher, Every year; And the morning star 

climbs higher, Every year; Earth's hold on us grows 

slighter, And the heavy burden lighter, And the Dawn 

Immortal brighter, Every year. Death often pressed 

the cup of sorrow to his lips. 
 

Three of his children died in infancy. His first son 

was drowned; his second, an officer, was killed in 

battle. His eldest daughter died in 1869, and the death 

of his wife was the theme of a melting poem, "The 

Widowed Heart." His tributes to his friends in the 

Fraternity, as one by one they passed away, were 

memorable for their tenderness and simple faith. 

Nothing could shake his childlike trust in the veiled 

kindness of the Father of Men; and despite many 

clouds, "Hope still with purple flushed his sky." 

   In his lonely later years, Pike betook himself more 

and more to his studies, building a city of the mind 

for inward consolation and shelter. He mastered 

many languages - Sanskrit, Hebrew, old Samarian, 

Persian - seeking what each had to tell of beauty and 

of truth. He left in the library of the House of the 

Temple fifteen large manuscript volumes, 

translations of the sacred books of the East, all 

written with an old- fashioned quill, in a tiny flowing 

hand, without blot or erasure. There he held court and 

received his friends amid the birds and flowers he 

loved so well. He was companionable, abounding in 

friendship, brilliant in conversation, his long white 

hair lending him an air of majesty, his face blushing 

like a child's at merited praise, simple. kindly, 

lovable. So death found him in April, 1891, fulfilling 

his own lines written as a boy: 

   So I, who sing, shall die, Worn thin and pale, by 

care and sorrow; And, fainting. with a soft 

unconscious sigh, Bid unto this poor body that I 

borrow, A long good-by - tomorrow To enjoy, I hope, 

eternal spring in high Beyond the sky. 

   So passed Pike. No purer, nobler man has stood at 

the Altar of Freemasonry or left his story in our 

traditions. He was the most eminent Mason in the 

world, alike for his high rank, his rich culture, and 

his enduring service. Nor will our craft ever permit 

to grow dim the memory of that stately, wise, and 

gracious teacher - a Mason to whom the world was a 

Temple, a poet to whom the world was a song.  

Almost all the noblest things that have been achieved in the 

world, have been achieved by poor men; poor scholars, 

poor professional men, poor artisans and artists, poor 

philosophers, poets, and men of genius. Albert Pike 
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     Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen M. Munsinger, 33°   Karl J. Hinkle,  33°   Barton R. Guthrie, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General       Orient SGIG’s           Valley SGIG’s  

    Orient of Colorado    Personal Representative   Personal Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randall R. Sanger, 32°  Joseph K. Clendaniel, 32° William A. Mathis, 32° Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 

Venerable Master          Wise Master         Commander   Master of Kadosh 

Lodge of Perfection  Chapter of Rose Croix  Council of Kadosh  Consistory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°        Michael Cope, 33°  James S. Eaches, 33°  Richard Sater, 33° 

          Almoner    Prelate         Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

 

 

ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 


