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The Six Major Themes of the 

Scottish Rite 
By: Robert G. Davis, 33*, Grand Cross 

 

We often get so wrapped up in the minutia of the 

lessons which are taught in the Scottish Rite 

Degrees that it is easy to overlook the over-riding 

themes which are presented in the Rite. Almost 

every Mason knows that the Degrees of 

Freemasonry represent the journey of a man’s life. 

For example, it is often said that the Entered 

Apprentice Degree represents the journey of 

youth; the passage a young man takes as he begins 

to consciously weigh the differences between 

right and wrong, ignorance and knowledge, good 

and evil, and starts to mold the character he will 

fashion for himself, using 

the influences of his life 

as his guide. He has, in a 

real sense, been initiated 

by the circumstances of 

his life; for good or bad. Freemasonry provides 

him a stable image for life building and 

admonishes him to start over if his first attempt 

didn’t go so well.  
   

Likewise, we think of the passage of the 

Fellowcraft as one where the initiate takes stock 

of his progress in life; a kind of a review of what 

he knows, and doesn’t know, what has worked for 

him, and what still remains to be done. He makes 

an accounting of what he has learned from his 

experience, his upbringing, friends and 

acquaintances, education, culture, and 

community. If he is like most men, he reaches a 

point where he has studied just about everything 

in his life but himself. He becomes consciously 

aware that life is not just about outward 

appearances, tasks, money, and relationships. He 

feels a hunger for additional meaning. Masonry 

informs him that, to feel complete, he ultimately 

has to affirm himself. This requires a different 

kind of journey all together.  

In Masonry, we think of this more intimate and 

deeply engaging step in the journey to manhood 

an important awakening for each man. In ritual 

terms, it is called “passing the outer door of the 

temple.”  As one of the oldest institutions serving 

men today, we also know this is a stage of the 

journey that four-fifths of the male population in 

the world will never choose to take.  Yet the 

consequences of not knowing oneself are 

staggering. One of the goals of Freemasonry is to 

help men take this most significant step forward 

with their own life.  
  

The journey to mature masculinity doesn’t stop 

for the rest of us just because some guys choose 

to exit the train.  For the man who sincerely sees 

Freemasonry as a 

transformative art, 

everything it suggests to, 

and instructs him from that 

point in his life where he 

consciously decides to work on himself, has to do 

with his awakening consciousness. 
 

The Scottish Rite knows this aspect of a man’s 

journey well, as it is itself the product of the great 

movements in history which were all tied to the 

structure of consciousness. The point of 

awakening consciousness is precisely where the  
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Almost every Mason knows that the 

Degrees of Freemasonry represent the 

journey of a man’s life.       

http://www.thelaudablepursuit.com/robert-g-davis
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From the PR 
Bart Guthrie, 33° 

 

What’s better than a summer night at 

the ball park!  Monday, July 30, 2018 

is Colorado Masonic Family and 

Friends Night with the Colorado Springs Sky Sox.  

For $27 per person/$12 

children under 12, the 

package includes a game 

ticket, parking pass, and an 

all you can eat buffet at the 

Coors Picnic Area, Security 

Service Field, Colo Springs.  

The buffet alone is worth the 

price.  The Sky Sox (AAA 

affiliate for the Milwaukee 

Brewers) will be playing the 

Albuquerque Isotopes 

(AAA affiliate for the 

Colorado Rockies), so 

you’ll be able to cheer on 

the enemy!  Tickets may be 

obtained by contacting me 

(719) 761-9203 or Ill Dick 

Sater (719) 471-7966.   
 

OK, what else.  We have a website thanks to Ill Bill 

Klatil and some brothers from Denver.  The address 

is:  sococonsistory.org.  We’re learning how to work 

the site so it’s a bit sparse at this time. The web 

calendar is shaping up and almost 

all SCC events for the remainder of 

2018 are contained on the site.  

Visit it; let us know what you think.  

And, we can always use your 
articles or help in managing it.   

 

At this writing, the Director General team has led our 

new candidates through the 21st degree.  Bro’s Jason 

Bunch, Joe Surek, and Bud Gressett have done a 

terrific job with communicating degrees at the stated 

meetings along with leading with discussion.  They 

need our support so try to make the degree sessions 

at 7pm, July 11 and August 1.  Dress casually.   
 

I look forward to seeing you at Masonic summer 

events this summer.  

  

Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & 
Scroll Guidelines and Staff 

  

Bart Guthrie, 33° - Bulletin Advisor / 719-593-2842 

 brguthrie@comcast.net 
 

Butch Holmes, 32°- Staff Photographer 719-510-1163 
 

John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635  
 

D.J. Cox, 33°- Editor / 970-980-4340 

 djcox2012@hotmail.com  
 

William Klatil, 33° - Webmaster / 720-384-5516 

wklatil@icloud.com  
 

This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll via email to 

socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net. 
  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION !!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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Membership 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

Scottish Rite Brothers,  
 

Exciting membership events 

upcoming.  Mark your Calendars for our 

Scottish Rite Friends Night, September 20, 2018.  I 

encourage all Scottish Rite Masons to invite all 

newly made Master Masons and family to come to 

an evening of Scottish Rite introduction.  Please 

RSVP with the secretary, 719-471-7966.  The reason 

for the event is not only to introduce Master Masons 

to Scottish Rite but to gain candidates for the 2-

day Fall Reunion in November to go beyond the 3rd  

degree.   The program will include some light 

entertainment from the degree program and 

a dynamic speaker.  See the flyer on page 15 of this 

newsletter.  
 

Our membership is important! We know our best 

way to introduce Scottish Rite to Master Masons is 

by word of mouth.  So, our 

membership committee has 

made our Ambassador 

program a priority.  We 

will provide the tools 

Ambassadors need for 

communication at the Blue 

Lodge and newly made 

Master Mason level.  We 

are looking for SR 

ambassadors if you are interested, Call Bro. Randy at 

719-492-7161. 
 

We also want to encourage our Scottish Rite 

members to join in the fellowship dinners prior to the 

Stated Meetings.  This is a good time meet other SR 

brothers and network.  Please RSVP to the Secretary 

for Dinner.  Our September meeting is Hawaiian 

shirt night so come on out for dinner and stated 

meeting. 
 

We have plenty of petitions available on the literature 

table in the Masonic Center.  Do you have a petition 

in your pocket to give to a new Master 

Mason?  Membership is our backbone and our 

future. 
 

 

FRIENDS OF THE SCOTTISH 

RITE OVERVIEW 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know a Blue Lodge Mason who has not 

inquired in joining the Scottish Rite?  We have not 

had an overview of our organization like this in a 

while.  We are looking to invite motivated Master 

Masons who are looking for "more light." 
 

Thursday September 20th, at 6:30 pm, we are looking 
to host an event that might answer some questions 

about the Scottish Rite.  Besides being one of the 

premier groups in Colorado, which includes in its 

membership Past Masters, current Masters, Past 

Grand Masters and our current Grand Master, as well 

as officers up and down the line of Lodges 

throughout Southern Colorado, where else would 

you find the cross section of Masons in one place. 
 

The Southern Colorado Consistory has a rich history!  

We have many dedicated members that perform 

ritualistic work impressing upon our candidates 

"wise and serious truths".  This meeting will be a kick 

off to promote our Fall Reunion coming in 

November.  November 2nd and 3rd to be exact.   
 

Consider being a first line signer of a new petitioner 

to our wonderful organization.  Take a minute and 

reflect how Scottish Rite has impacted your life and 

how you might impact the life of another Blue Lodge 

Mason.  Some may find it difficult to describe 

reasons for wanting to join another Masonic 

Organization.  This is a perfect opportunity to do just 

that.  We are asking for an hour and a half of their 

time to make this presentation.  We will need 

reservations as we will be providing a light meal.  We 

encourage the wives or significant others to come 

also.  We would love to fill up the house and show 

our hospitality. 
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Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The June 2018 Stated Meeting was opened by 

Personal Representative Bart Guthrie, 33°, and lodge 

was placed at ease to retire for dinner in the dining 

hall.  After dinner, Karl Hinkle, 33°, presented Blake 

Simmons, 32°, his Black Cap as he received the 

degrees at the Denver Consistory Spring Reunion. 
 

The 17th Degree was communicated during lodge by 

Jason Bunch, 32° and Bud Gressett, 32°.  The 

members were reminded the 19th and 21st degrees 

will be communicated along with the 18th and 20th 

degrees being exemplified on Saturday, June 23rd.  It 

is hoped that we have a good turnout for these 

presentations.  (Editor’s Update:  The turnout was 

encouraging and the presentations were very good!) 

 

 

18th Degree Team presenting on June 23rd. 

There will be meetings of the Membership 

Committee to encourage participation in the Fall 

Reunion.  Several announcements will be 

forthcoming on a “Friends of the Consistory” event 

on September 20th for potential candidates and other 

interested parties.  The committee wants all members 

of the SCC Consistory to talk this event up in your 

lodges.  We want to have a good list of candidates for 

the Fall Reunion. 
 

Mike Cope, 33°, is now in rehab in Memorial 

Hospital, Main, Colorado Springs.  Please keep him 

in your prayers and thoughts.  If you know of any 

other members of the Consistory family who are ill 

or in need of assistance, please let the Secretary 

know. 
 

The Consistory is in recess for the Summer, but 

please be aware that we are still working.  Besides 

degree work, many committees are still meeting (i.e., 

communications, membership, VMAP and 

Executive) to get its work done.  We have much to 

do and hope more members will get involved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Telephone numbers are: 
719-471-7966 
877-471-7966 
719-635-1560 

20th Degree Team. 

HELP WANTED 

and 

NEEDED 

Assistant for newsletter editor 

Familiarization with word processing 

software helpful. Must have personal 

computer or tablet and a desire to report on 

Consistory activities.  Please contact D.J. Cox 

at djcox2012@hotmail.com if interested.  This 

is an opportunity to learn more about the 

Southern Colorado Consistory and members. 

mailto:djcox2012@hotmail.com
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Independence Day 

Facts  

By D.J. Cox, 33° 
 

I find it interesting that 

some of the so-called historical facts 

surrounding Independence Day may not be so 

factual.  Research performed over the years and 

listening to newsworthy programs have allowed me 

to discover some interesting “facts”. 
 

History has recorded that the Declaration of 

Independence was actually a letter to King George 

that had been written on July 2nd by Thomas 

Jefferson. It was a formal explanation of why the 

Continental Congress voted to declare independence 

from Great Britain. It was meant to justify a revolt 

against the British, with a list of charges against the 

British king. 
 

The main problem is that the colonists were angry 

they were being taxed by the British government, and 

they had no vote or voice in the decisions that 

affected them.  That’s a historical fact.  Other facts 

are not so clear-cut. 
 

For example, why do we celebrate the Independence 

Day holiday on July 4th?  In fact, it was really on July 

2, 1776 that America gained its independence.  The 

Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or 

July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United 

States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence 

Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and 

the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the 

Continental Congress actually voted in favor of 

independence; two days later, when the written 

document was written and printed, delegates from 

the 13 colonies accepted and publicly adopted the 

Declaration of Independence, a historic document 

drafted by Thomas Jefferson.  
 

Additionally, Kenneth C. Davis, author of the Don’t 

Know Much About book series, quoted in his book 

"The fact is that John Adams wrote home to Abigail 

on the 3rd that this day, July 2nd, will go down in 

history" as further evidence of the conflict of dates.    

Curiously, at the time, Congress explained that the 

vote two days earlier was “our national birth day, not 

our independence” as an explanation for the 

discrepancy. To this day, many scholars continue to 

argue that Independence Day actually should be --- 

July 2nd. 

 

Other facts concerning this period in our history 

include: 

• Three U.S. Presidents died on July 4th.  John 

Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died 

hours apart on July 4, 1826.  Also, John 

Monroe died on July 4, 1831. 

• Only two men signed the Declaration of 

Independence on July 4, 1776 --- John 

Hancock and Charles Thompson (secretary 

of the Congress).   

• Jefferson’s original draft of the Declaration 

of Independence was lost and the one 

eventually signed is the “engrossed” 

document and is kept at the National 

Archives. 

• The printed version of the Declaration was 

called the Dunlap Broadside – 200 were 

made but only 27 are accounted for. 

• Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of 

Independence on a “laptop”, a kind of writing 

desk that fits on one’s lap. 

• Did you know that Thomas Jefferson 

changed the wording of the Declaration of 

Independence from “the pursuit of property” 

to “the pursuit of happiness?” 

• The Liberty Bell has nothing specifically to 

do with July 4th.  It wasn’t called the “Liberty 

Bell” until the 1830s and that’s also when it 

got its famous crack.  It was first rung on July 

8, 1776 to celebrate the first reading of the 

Declaration of Independence. 

• July 4th fireworks were first authorized by 

Congress as official Independence Day 

pyrotechnics on July 4, 1777.  The Macy’s 4th 

of July Spectacular is the largest fireworks 

display in the nation today. 

• Congress made July 4th a federal, legal 

holiday in 1941.  It is only one of four legal 

holidays celebrated on the same calendar day 

each year.  The others are New Years Day 

(January 1st), Veterans Day (November 11th 

and Christmas Day (December 25th). 

• From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has 

been celebrated as the birth of American 

independence, with festivities ranging from 

fireworks, parades and concerts to more 

casual family gatherings and barbecues. 

https://kidskonnect.com/people/king-george-iii/
https://kidskonnect.com/people/king-george-iii/
https://kidskonnect.com/people/thomas-jefferson/
https://kidskonnect.com/people/thomas-jefferson/
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 Knights of St. 

Andrew 
 

The Knights of St. Andrew is a 

special group of 32° Scottish Rite 

Freemasons dedicated to providing 

service on behalf of the Scottish Rite.  There are 

several chapters of the Knights of St. Andrew 

(KSA) throughout the country.   
 

The types of service performed include, assisting in 

reunions and Scottish Rite degree work, acting as 

greeters, providing escort services for dignitaries 

and ladies attending Scottish Rite functions, serving 

as guides, presenting of colors, and provide aid to 

any Scottish Rite event.  
 

History of the Knights of St. Andrew 
 

The origins of the Order date back to the period of 

1220-1232 A.D., when a Confraternity was 

established in the City of Acre, of the then Crusader 

Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem (occupying the same 

territory as the modern state of Israel) to protect 

pilgrims and merchants. 
 

This Confraternity, consisting of burgesses and 

knights of largely French heritage, met in the City's 

Castle - and chose the Holy apostle, St. Andrew, as 

their Patron. They constituted themselves as a 

Crusading Order of Knights with the object of 

resisting tyranny and protecting public safety. 
 

During the turmoil of the Sixth Crusade, these 

worthies of the Order defended the poor, the sick and 

the weak from adversaries. In the best tradition of the 

Military and Religious Orders of the time, they 

founded their lives on prayer, charity, service and 

protection. 
 

About this time, procession of Acre was being 

contested by the Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick II. 

operating from his base in Sicily. Through his 

marriage to Yolande, daughter of John of Brienne, a 

leading Crusader, the Emperor had become 

embroiled in the affairs of the Crusader States. The 

Emperor sent a fleet of ships against Acre in 1227, 

whereupon the Knights and Officers of the Order of 

St. Andrew of Jerusalem appealed to Pope Gregory 

IX, who excommunicated the Emperor for this 

action. During the subsequent negotiations with the 

Muslims by the Emperor Frederick, the Knights of 

St. Andrew remained aloof. Though some progress 

for the Crusaders appeared at first to have been made, 

their adherence to treaty commitments made at that 

time eventually enabled an army of Turks in pay of 

the Sultan of Egypt, to crush the remaining Crusader 

enclaves by about 1244. 
 

It was at about this juncture that the existing 

historical records of the Knights of St. Andrew were 

lost. It is speculated that the records may have been 

transported to Byzantium in hope of safekeeping, 

only to be lost yet again when the city fell to the 

Turks in 1453. 
 

The tradition of service by Knights wearing the Cross 

of St. Andrew has continued. The Castle of 

Edinburgh was protected by such Knights for nearly 

900 years, maintaining the tradition of service and 

protection. 
 

There is a national Knights of St. Andrew 

information site accessible on the internet.  One may 

access it at: www.knightsofstandrew.info.  This site 

is intended to be an information exchange center for 

Knights and Chapter Officers of the Scottish Rite 

Knights of St. Andrew. The site is not financially 

sponsored by or directly linked to any specific 

Chapter.  It is intended to become a communications 

link for all Chapters. The Knights who have 

volunteered to create and maintain this site wish to 

promote the Knights of St. Andrew for better service 

to the Scottish Rite Valleys and the Charities 

supported by KSA Chapters. 
 

KSA chapters can make this a "Brag Site" for your 

Chapter. Chapter projects, news and photos can be 

shared on this site to share ideas and suggestions with 

other Chapters. Knowing what Chapters are doing 

helps others with encouragement and project ideas. 
 

2018 marks the 25th Anniversary of Founding of 

the KSA.  October of this year, Chapters across the 

nation will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 

founding of the "Black Cap" Scottish Rite service 

organization, Knights of St. Andrew. Perhaps SCC 

can add an agenda presentation at a meeting/dinner 

in celebration of this historic event. You will want to 

review the HISTORY page of this website. We've 

added more than 165 Chapters since that start. KSA 

is an idea that works... in and for all Scottish Rite 

Valleys. 
 

What are we going to do in our Valley? 

http://www.knightsofstandrew.info/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=knights+of+st+andrew+history&id=B5EDB1145A16A0F7467F5FDA7DA9377CE579C68F&FORM=IQFRBA
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Planning Calendar 
July 2018 … 
 

11th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  NO STATED MEETING or Dinner 

Opening Body:  Council of Kadosh 

      22nd and 23rd Degrees Communicated 
 

August 2018 … 
 

1st (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  NO STATED MEETING or Dinner 

Opening Body:  Consistory 

      24th Degree Communicated; 25th Degree Exemplified 
 

September 2018 … 
 

5th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Opening Body:  Chapter of Rose Croix 

      26th and 27th Degree Communicated 
 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 9/4 at 12:00 pm.) 

??? 

Rolls  

Yellow Cake w/Chocolate Icing  

Coffee/Tea  

 

Please check the website for possible updates and changes throughout the month.  Let us know of any 

events or activities not presented for August-September so we may include them in the next issue.

 
 

Foundation Picnic 
By Michael Palmer, 32° 

 

Our Annual Scottish Rite Foundation Picnic and tour of the Pueblo Zoo will be held on 

September 16, 2018.   Lunch will be served from 11am-1pm.   
 

Bring your Family for enjoyable Day. 
   

Please contact the Scottish Rite Office for Reservations. 
 

Your Support of the Scottish Rite Foundation is sincerely appreciated. 
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JULY 

Birthdays 
1st Eric Schuyler   13th  Roger Fuller  24th  Russell Sharpe 

2nd Keith Stockman    Fred Falk  25th  George Walk Jr 

3rd Eric Peterson   14th  Grant Anderson  26th Lester Lacy III 

4th  Kurt Murray-Cameron   Richard Gillit   Billy Rider Jr   

5th  Barton Guthrie    Eddie Taylor   John Skoglund III 

6th  Alexander Van Arsdale  16th  Ernest Dierk  27th  Timothy Mills 

 James Burger    Lyle Japhet   Jerry White Jr 

7th Ronald Garrett    Charles Jones  29th  Darrell Davis 

 Robert Sheperd    Robert Ward   Frederick Glauner 

 8th  Daniel Brooks   19th  Rodney Metz  30th  John Fink III 

 Larry Newman   20th  Eugene Farish  31st  John Carr   

10th  Franklin Baxley    John Indermuehle  Edward Crum 

 Tim Johnson   21st  Jerry Cowden   Wilson Moulton 

 Ralph Newby    William Michael 

11th Leland Barden    Charles Lewis 

 Ian Forbes   22nd  Richard Schell 

12th  Harvey Bucholtz   23rd  Richard Davis 
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      Memorial Scroll  

    DATE    NAME 

January 7, 2018  Richard E Brown  

January 10, 2018   James W Cain  

January 11, 2018  E A J Burke 

February 4, 2018  Rockard E Finley, Jr  

February 14, 2018   Donald O Watkins  

February 27, 2018   Dale H Fall  

March 1, 2018  Richard G Mills  

May 26, 2018   Billy M Sypher  

 

 

 

 

     Information current since last Quill and Scroll newsletter 

 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado (SCC) Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:   Bart Guthrie, 33°; 

Hershel “Butch” Holmes, 32°; Matthew Lopez, 32° KCCH; Charles Lewis, 32°; and    Ronald Smith, 32° KCCH.  If you are interested 

in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Bart Guthrie, 33° for more information.  
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(THEMES – from page 1) 

Scottish Rite joins each man’s journey. The 

experience of the aspirant through the degrees of 

the Rite is supposed to be his journey to a higher 

awareness. It is designed to carry him to a higher 

level of insight. It is a progressive system of 

awakening consciousness. Its power lies in its 

ability to integrate its lessons into the psyche of 

each individual, meeting him on the level of his 

own experience, and giving him an opportunity to 

be transformed by the path of his own life. 
   

For men, life needs to be seen as a journey. 

Freemasonry is built on the clear understanding 

that men need to be engaged in their own quest for 

self-improvement. The Scottish Rite facilitates 

this fundamental psychological need in men. 
 

 
 

Here are the six major themes a Scottish Rite 

Mason encounters on his journey to an awakening 

consciousness:  
 

 The Perfect Elu Tradition 
 

A brother becomes an Elu in the first degree of 

Masonry when he receives the Apprentice’s 

prayer. Hands are laid upon his head and he is 

anointed as one of the “elected” or “elite” entering 

the Brotherhood of Man. He has been selected by 

his peers because they see his potential to rise 

among the best to become the small elite of 

enlightened minds. But even though he is chosen, 

he may not become enlightened. God has made 

men with different intellectual and spiritual 

motivations and capacities. The Elu Principle 

avows that, from the ranks of men who desire to 

improve themselves in Masonry, some will take 

on the pursuits and occupations of the initiate’s 

life. These will become the Perfect Elus, the 

continuators of Creation who will receive the 

highest levels of knowledge and insight. These 

will become the gifted and enlightened men.    
 

Royal Arch, or Sacred Vault Tradition 
 

One of the great mysteries of life is that no man 

can know the principle of his own life. No single 

element of life has an intrinsic, essential reality of 

its own. The power and action of will, movement, 

of thought, memory and dreams are all mysteries. 

Yet we have a natural impulse to seek the 

unknown, to seek God in the mystery of our own 

being. The Royal Arch Tradition maintains that a 

man must gain access to the knowledge of the 

Divine truth only by seeking ever deeper within 

his inmost self, his soul. In Masonry, the crypt or 

vault is an inward symbol reminding us that it is 

the internal and not the external qualifications that 

make a Mason. A man’s soul is his spiritual 

dimension of the universe, the inmost part of his 

being where alone he may feel and realize the 

nature of God and find peace within himself. 
 

 Rose Croix Tradition 
 

Among the easiest of emblems to interpret, the 

rose and cross is one of the great combination 

symbols of Freemasonry, second perhaps only to 

the square and compasses. To the Christian 

Mason, the cross refers to Jesus Christ. But in a 

broader sense, it symbolizes self-sacrifice for the 

sake and redemption of mankind. The rose, being 

among the most beautiful of flowers, symbolizes 

perfection, and represents hope in a new 

awakening, renewal, a resurrection of life. The 

two together (Rose Croix) symbolize faith and 
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hope in immortality won through sorrow and 

sacrifice. The Rose Croix Tradition informs us 

that the world is what it is, and we should focus 

on how to deal with it so that good and the law of 

love may prevail. This requires a constant fight 

within our self, and in society. Faith in God and 

mankind is Wisdom; hope in the victory of good 

over evil gives Strength, and charity towards all 

living creatures through respect of life, tolerance 

and selflessness is Beauty.  

    

Ancient Mysteries Tradition 
 

The Ancient Mysteries tradition is one of those 

timeless checks and balances which remind us 

that our concept of Deity must be felt within 

because it cannot be wholly conceived 

intellectually. A society’s concept of God and the 

universe changes over time with its scientific 

development. The objective of the Mysteries was 

to cause a change in the initiate’s condition of 

mind wherein he could feel the common core, or 

universal truth, in all religious traditions. The 

methodology Masonry employs to treat topics that 

cannot be known 

or explained is to 

mystically inspire 

a feeling about 

these higher 

principles through 

the use and 

expression of symbolic images, emblems, and 

hieroglyphs. This was the way of the Mysteries. 

Rather than a prescribed routine of creed, the 

Mysteries invited their initiates to seek, feel, 

compare and judge in order to awaken the mind 

and develop its creativity. The Ancient Mysteries 

Tradition affirms that the gap often created by the 

insufficiency of popular religions and dogmas can 

be filled by reason and virtue. 
 

Knighthood Tradition 
 

Every man needs to possess at least some knightly 

energy. Being a knight is one of the essential 

archetypes of manhood. Freemasonry draws on 

the Knighthood tradition which dates back to the 

Crusades. Knights were expected to be the most 

gallant and virtuous of men. Such men dedicated 

themselves to the defense of right in the world. 

Their basic ideals were family unity, moral 

education, courage, honor and courtesy. A Mason 

is first and foremost a moralist, a philosopher, a 

symbolist and spiritualist; but he is also a soldier 

of honor, loyalty, duty and truth; actively engaged 

in the warfare of life. The Knighthood Tradition 

declares that the fight for the very best virtues 

against ignorance, tyranny and fanaticism is a 

constant engagement. Life is a battle for good and 

to fight that battle heroically and well is the great 

purpose of man’s existence. We all progress 

upward toward perfection through the same life 

struggle. Our goal is to live up to the promise of 

the Elus. This is the essence of true Masonic 

Knighthood. 
 

Secret Tradition 
 

There is no essential secret in Freemasonry since 

it is, above all, an aptitude and a state of mind. It 

is a virtual secret to the 

uninitiated much like 

literacy is to an illiterate. 

Secrecy in Masonry is 

synonymous with mystery. 

A mystery is a reality 

which has not yet been 

fully understood. The major goal of our lives, as 

Masters of the Royal Secret, is to unravel the 

mysteries of our own life. The Secret Tradition 

represents the quest for equilibrium in the 

universe, the harmony and unity of the whole, and 

its application to our personal lives. This is the 

ultimate quest of mankind and teaches us above 

all else to reverence ourselves as divine immortal 

souls and to respect others as such, since we all 

share the same divine nature, intelligence and 

ordeals. This requires LOVE, which is the true 

word of a Master Mason, the Royal Secret and 

Holy Doctrine of every true brotherhood.  

 

 

There is no essential secret in Freemasonry 

since it is, above all, an aptitude and a 

state of mind. It is a virtual secret to the 

uninitiated much like literacy is to an 

illiterate. 
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Southern Colorado/Pueblo Consistory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen M. Munsinger, 33°   Karl J. Hinkle,  33°   Barton R. Guthrie, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General       Orient SGIG’s           Valley SGIG’s  

    Orient of Colorado    Personal Representative   Personal Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randall R. Sanger, 32°  Joseph K. Clendaniel, 32° William A. Mathis, 32° Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 

Venerable Master          Wise Master         Commander   Master of Kadosh 

Lodge of Perfection  Chapter of Rose Croix  Council of Kadosh  Consistory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°        Michael Cope, 33°  James S. Eaches, 33°  Richard Sater, 33° 

          Almoner    Prelate         Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

 

  

ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 
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 THE 

5TH 

DE 

SOUTHERN COLORADO CONSISTORY  

ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE LEARNING 
AND GROWING  

 SCOTTISH RITE FRIENDS NIGHTS     

AN INVITATION TO A SPECIAL NIGHT OF OREINTATION TO THE  

“university of Freemasonry”  
 

THE FALL DEGREES ARE BEING PLANNED, NOVEMBER 2nd AND 3rd.  THE 4TH THROUGH 
THE 32nd DEGREES ARE PRESENTED IN A THEATRICAL AND COMMUNICATED  

PERFORMANCE.  WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU AND YOUR LADY TO A FREE EVENING 

OF SCOTTISH RITE FELLOWSHIP AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH AT 6:30 PM.  

PLAN TO SPEND AN HOUR AND A HALF WITH US.  INCLUDED IN 
YOUR VISIT WILL BE A TOUR OF OUR BEAUTIFUL BUILDING AND A  

BIT OF ENTERTAINMENT.                      

 PLEASE RSVP. socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

or call   719-471-7966     

QUALIFIED PETITIONERS ARE PROFICIENT MASTER MASONS.  
   

DO YOU KNOW A SCOTTISH  RITE 
MASON?    

  
                 FALL CLASS 2016  

 1150 PANORAMA DRIVE    

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80904-1715  
  

719-471-7966  

socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net  
MEETING FIRST WEDNESDAYS  

 

  
 


