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Why the 

Feast of 

Tishri? 
 

The origins and 

significances of 

the Feast of 

Tishri make it 

the most 

Scottish Rite of festivals. Although originally 

celebrated as a harvest and gathering festival, no 
other occasion epitomizes the character and purpose 

of the Rite more wholly than our historic celebration, 

held in conjunction with the dedication of King 

Solomon’s Temple (2 Chronicles 7:8-10). To 

marshal the meanings of the feast is to summarize the 

principal ideals and traditions of our Fraternity. 
 

First, we observe the Feast of Tishri because it is an 

age-old custom which now has the power of law. 

Under the Statutes of the Supreme Council, the feast 

is considered an obligatory observance, a sharing of 

our fraternal spirit. 
 

Secondly, the rich legendry of the Temple’s 

dedication, held in connection with the Feast of 

Tishri, is an essential part of the Fourteenth degree. 

The symbolic details of the Temple’s position, 

design, construction, furnishing, and decoration 

carry special meaning as they apply to the 

metaphorical temple of Freemasonry built in the 

heart of every Brother. Through the symbols of the 

Temple, we learn to recommit ourselves to building 

Freemasonry “in the hearts of men” and among 

nations. 
 

Significantly, Solomon, a king of peace and wisdom, 

built the Temple. The Lord … delivered this 

responsibility and glory to Solomon, whose very 

name derives from the Hebrew word shalom, 

meaning peace. Thus, in observing the Feast of 

Tishri, we reaffirm our dedication to human concord 

and the brotherhood of all men in a world of peace. 

As individuals and a Brothers in the Rite, we resolve 

to build, as Solomon did, through harmony and 

cooperation, ever seeking peace for all mankind. 
 

The consecration of the Temple must be observed at 

the Feast of Tishri because it teaches the equality and 

unity of all members of the Rite. The people of Israel, 

unified under Solomon, were equal in their devotion 

to the Lord and equal in their sovereignty to all other 

nations. In the Feast of Tishri, all Perfect ELUs and 

those of higher Degrees can join at the banquet table 

and share the bond of fraternal unity. 
 

Yet another reason to keep the Feast of Tishri is that 

such observance fosters the spirit of fellowship. 

Within the context of the Feast of Tishri, we realize 

more deeply than ever before the value of our 

fellowmen, without which the individual is lost in a 

self-imposed prison of human isolation. 
 

Finally, the law, legend, peace, equality, unity and 

fellowship of the Feast of Tishri combine to make 

this the Masonic feast of feasts. At the reflection 

table, all men – Jew, Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, 

and others – join in a common voice of thanksgiving 

where every man can share his gratitude and express 

his sincere thanks to Him who made all things. The 

Deity has given us life, the strength to live it fully, 

and the joy of sharing the beauty and goodness of His 

creation with our fellowmen. Most of all, He has 

given us freedom. The Feast of Tishri celebrates this 
 

(Feast – see page 10) 
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From the PR 
Bart Guthrie, 33° 

 

In October, SCC will be featuring the 

Feast of Tishri.  The observance of this 

feast is a symbolic dedication of the 

completion of King Solomon’s Temple and 

symbolizes our dedication of brotherly love and 

human accord in a peaceful world.  I’ll leave it as that 

as Ill Bro D.J. Cox is placing a more comprehensive 

article in this newsletter.  I hope you all can attend 

this meaningful celebration at our October 3rd Stated 

Meeting led by the Lodge of Perfection.   
 

Our Annual Scottish Rite 

picnic was a huge success 

again.  It was a hot day at 

the Pueblo Zoo, but it 

didn’t seem to bother the 

cooks, those attending, or 

the kids that had a great time especially trying to 

break the piñata that appeared to be 

made of cast iron and, of course, the 

animals that enjoyed us visiting.  My 

heartfelt thanks to all that were part of 

this event. 
 

On September 20, 2018, Brother Randy Sanger, 32°, 

(Membership Chair) put on a “Friends of the Scottish 

Rite” (or as us old people say – prospect dinner) 

event at the Masonic Center.  We had six (6) 

prospective members and some ladies attend 

whereby Bro. Randy and the speakers provided a 

wealth of information to them.  This program was 

given them to provide a foundation for making a 

decision as to whether or not to join us.  Guess what?  

It worked!  As I left, one brother was completing his 

petition.  The interaction among those attending was 

great and the ladies were very supportive too.  Two 

attendees are Fellow Crafts, so they still have a bit of 

work to accomplish; but, from their enthusiasm, we 

will probably see them at a future Reunion.  Great 

job Bro. Randy and I’m sure we’ll read more about 

the night in this newsletter!  Speaking of our 

Reunion, our Fall Reunion is next month.  All 

indications are we will have a good class; but, 

remember Ill Bro. Bob Burr always challenged us for 

a class of 25.  Let’s do it for Bro. Bob! 
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION !!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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Photo Session 
by Bart Guthrie, 33° 

On October 3, 2018 Ill Bro John 

Moreno has graciously 

volunteered to set up a 

photo session for any brother wishing to 

have his photo taken.  This will occur 

prior to, during, and after the stated 

meeting.   
 

Many of us have seen the work that Ill Bro John does.  

He’s a professional photographer and his work is 

nothing short of that.   
 

This session is open to all brothers; but it’s my hope 

that all 2019 Officers scheduled to be in the East, 

department heads, directors, and all remaining 

officers participate in this session preferably in a 

tuxedo or dark suit/tie, of course with cap, for photos.   
 

These pictures will be used for our website, 

newsletters, and printed programs and any other 

quality publication the SCC produces next year.  

Help us make them look great!!!   
 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Rite Foundation 

Picnic 
by Mike Palmer, 32°, Foundation Picnic Coordinator  

 

On September 16, 2018, the Foundation picnic for 

the kids and families was enjoyed by a large crowd 

of over 300 attendees.  The sun was bright and the 

temperature was hot, but no one cared.  Everyone 

was having a good time.  Mike Palmer and his 

volunteers spent a good deal of time planning for the 

event and it showed.  People moved through the 

serving line quickly and got down to some serious 

eating.  The kids were playing and having a fun time.  

Take a look-see at the pictures on page 14.    
 

The volunteers at the picnic were: 

• Cooks 

     Honorable JD Potter 

     James Hinojosa, 32° 

     Bill Davidson  
(who is petitioning for membership) 

     Arnold Montoya 

• Servers 

     Honorable Ray Singmaster 

     Lady LorAnn Singmaster 

     Lady Nancy Palmer 

     Lady Ann Stater 

     Lady Gloria Jeager 

     Lady Ronda Davidson 

• Drink and Watermelon Servers 

     Jim Eaches, 33° 

     Lady Rosa Eaches 

• Our Counters 

     Honorable Merv Terrill 

     Lady Glenda Terrill 
 

Several dignitaries were present including Bart 

Guthrie, 33°, his wife Rosemary and family, Karl 

Hinkle, 33°, his wife Gytha and family, Dick Sater, 

33°, and members from the Rite Care staff. 

Note from the PR:  September 16th was the annual 

Foundation picnic at the Pueblo Zoo.  Thanks to the 

efforts of Brother Mike Palmer,32°, and his team, it 

was again a great success.  The food and fellowship 

was second to none.  There was plenty to eat, a great 

pavilion, and again visiting the animals at the zoo on 

a balmy 96° day was lots of fun.  The Job’s Daughters 

provided great assistance.  Well done and we’re 

looking forward to 2019. 



 

Quill & Scroll October 2018 Page | 4 

Membership 
by Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

Scottish Rite Brothers,  
 

Thanks to all those that supported the 

“Friends Night” event.  It was a Success!   
 

These are the only words to I have to describe the 

“Friends of Scottish Rite” event.  We hosted a very 

eventful evening to include King 

Solomon.  The King gave the building 

tour to show off the Egyptian Room.  We 

spoke of the history of SCC, what is 

Scottish Rite, what is Rite Care and 

finally the structure of Scottish Rite.   
 

This event, which will be repeated before our next 

Reunion in 2019, demonstrated success, as we had 

three (3) petitions for the Scottish Rite.  Some of the 

attendees also brought their Lady which were given 

a Rose for attending and being supportive.  All in all, 

the event was well worth the effort adding to the 

support of the upcoming Fall Reunion, November 2nd 

and 3rd.   
 

We also had several Scottish Rite Masons attend; not 

only to support the guests they brought, but also 

asking to be involved in the Degree work of the 

Reunion.  So, let’s use them! 
  

As the Fall Reunion quickly approaches, I ask that 

the Brothers of Southern Colorado Consistory 

continue to search for those Master Masons that 

would be interested in Scottish Rite.  The reasons are 

many; have you been a first line signer?  Do you have 

a petition readily availability to give?  Are you 

mentioning the benefits of SR degrees and lessons?  

We do need more members, but what is more 

important than membership is ensuring that the 

opportunity for discovery of the Scottish Rite 

degrees is presented. 
 

Don’t forget to come to the Fellowship Dinner before 

stated meeting in October.  It is the Feast of Tishri.    
 

Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September 2018 Stated Meeting was opened by 

Personal Representative Bart Guthrie, 33°, and lodge 

was placed at ease to retire for dinner in the dining 

hall.   
 

Dignitaries Phillip Moss, 32°, Grand Master of 

Masons in Colorado; Stephen Munsinger, 33°, 

SGIG; Ben Crosno, 33°, Past Grand Master; Michael 

McMillan, 33°, Past Grand Master; and Bart Guthrie, 

33°, Personal Representative were introduced. 
 

The Master Craftsman Certificate and Jewel was 

presented to Jerry Underwood, 32° KCCH by our 

SGIG Munsinger.  Stars for the “500 Club were 

presented to several members. 
 

The 26th and 27th Degrees were communicated.  

Petitions were read for Raymond Lingley, Fountain 

Valley Lodge #191; James J. Nelson, Colorado 

Springs Lodge #76 and Charles C. Hillyer III of 

Pyramid Lodge #869 of Vilseck, Germany. 
 

Grand Master Moss spoke on the activities of the 

Grand Lodge and the presentation of degrees in the 

bodies of Scottish Rite Masonry. 

 

Lodge of Perfection 
by Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Venerable Master 

 

The October meeting is significant as it 

the month we celebrate the Feast of 

Tishri.  This event celebrates the 

liberation of Israel from Egypt.  And since 

when have Masons failed to find a reason to have a 

feast?   
 

The Lodge of Perfection and its line of officers play 

a key role in our feast.  We are reminded of the 

reasons for which Scottish Rite exists and of the 

miraculous dedication to Brotherly Love.   I ask that 

the officers of the Lodge of Perfection attend the 

October dinner to help with dedication of the Feast 

of Tishri.  And I ask that the Lodge of Perfection 

officers attend the Stated Meeting; it is our turn to 

run the October Stated Meeting.  Thanks Brothers! 

Office Telephone numbers are: 
719-471-7966 
877-471-7966 
719-635-1560 
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To Website or not to 
Website 

by William Klatil, 33° 
 

"To be or not to be: that is the question: 

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 

..." quoting William Shakespeare.  That was the 

question until recently as to whether we needed a 

website or not.  It was a struggle as the website we 

had in the past was not being updated.   
 

We began a year-long 

search to find a 

webmaster to recreate 

a platform to house our 

information.  After 

several attempts to 

corral a volunteer, 

Brother Pablo 

Colomban, a Scottish 

Rite Mason and Past 

Master from Denver, 

set up a workable website for us to manage.  I do not 

yet have all the skills necessary to run the website but 

believe this is a good start. 
 

Communication is key to encourage participation 

from the membership.  Relevant information to make 

decisions as to whether you can participate is 

important.  Gathering up-to-date details is necessary.  

Keeping the information current is the goal.  While 

the office has set hours, the website does not.   
 

Setting up the framework is just the beginning.  

Populating the website with needed and wanted 

information is the next hurdle.  We would like to hear 

from you.  What would you like to see on the 

website?  If you would like to email your input, 

questions or comments, please use email address 

sococonsistory@gmail.com. 
 

Today, we have a current calendar; updated as 

information becomes available.  We have, since 

August, all the electronic newsletters that have been 

published (May-September) and will include others 

as they are published.  We have a petition form which 

can be downloaded and printed with the right 

equipment.  We have a list of our current officers.  

We continually produce flyers of activities and delete 

the documents when the event has passed.  There are 

links to pay annual dues and update your information 

in the Supreme Council's database; also, to 

communicate questions and comments to the 

Consistory. 
 

The website is a place to expose our organization to 

the world and hopefully garner interest from good 

men who would like to gather information and ask 

questions regarding membership.  Getting out 

information to the public has produced growth in 

business and organization such as ours.  Producing a 

website that is attractive with relevant information is 

the vision.   
 

In summary, the 

Consistory has 

identified a need 

for a current 

website.  Websites 

increase interest 

and participation.  

We believe this 

adds value to the 

organization.  We 

would like to create a tool that would be of use to 

you.  Our concern is to provide something that is easy 

to use and would increase interest in the activities of 

the Consistory.  Providing information to those who 

seek it from our members and the outside world 

should benefit our Fraternity. 

 

 

 

 

web·site or Web site (wĕb′sīt′) n. A set of 

interconnected webpages, usually including a 

homepage, generally located on the same 

server, and prepared and maintained as a 

collection of information by a person, group, or 

organization. 

https://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Computers/man-working-on-a-computer-clipart-318_jpg.htm
https://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Computers/cloud_computing_technology_02_jpg.htm
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 Fall 2018 Reunion Schedule 
Friday           Saturday 

0730 – 0745 Class Registration       0730 – 0745 19th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

0745 – 0800 Address by Reunion General & Class Director (15 minutes)   0745 – 0800 20th Degree Prologue (15 minutes) 
 

0800 – 0815 5th Degree Reflections Paperwork (15 minutes)    0800 – 0805 Move Upstairs 
 

0815 – 0845 Classroom Instruction (30 minutes) (Introduction to Symbols)   0810 – 0840 20th Degree (30 minutes) 
 

0845 – 0855 4th Degree Prologue (10 minutes)      0840 – 0845 Move Downstairs 
 

0855 – 0900 Move Upstairs        0845 – 0905 Address by SGIG 
 

0900 – 0945 4th Degree (45 minutes)       0905 – 0920 21st Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

0945 – 0950 Move Downstairs        0920 – 0945 22nd Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

0955 – 1010 5th Degree Reflections Paperwork (15 minutes)    0945 – 1000 23rd Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

1010 – 1025 5th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1000 – 1015 24th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

1025 – 1040 6th/7th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1015 – 1030 25th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

1040 – 1055 BREAK         1030 – 1040 BREAK 
 

1055 – 1105 8th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1040 – 1050 26th Degree (communicated) (10 minutes) 
 

1105 – 1120 9th/ 10th/11th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)    1050 – 1100 27th Degree (communicated) (10 minutes) 
 

1120 – 1130 12th Degree (communicated) (10 minutes)     1100 – 1115 28th Degree Communicated (15 minutes) 
 

1130 – 1145 13th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1115 – 1130 29th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

1200 – 1300 LUNCH         1130 – 1200 Prof of Faith for 30th / Elect of Officers (30 minutes) 
 

1300 – 1310 14th Degree prologue (10 minutes)      1200 – 1300 LUNCH 
 

1310 – 1315 Move Upstairs        1300 – 1330 Class Photo (30 minutes) 
 

1315 – 1400 14th Degree (45 min)       1335 – 1350 30th Degree Prologue (15 minutes) 
 

1400 – 1405 Move Downstairs        1350 – 1355 Move Upstairs 
 

1405 – 1415 Discuss 14th Degree (15 minutes)      1400 – 1430 30th Degree (1st thru 3rd Apts) (30 minutes) 
 

1415 – 1430 15th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1430 – 1445 Break 
 

1430 – 1440 16th Degree (communicated) (10 minutes)     1445 – 1510 30th Degree (4th Apt) (25 minutes) 
 

1440 – 1450 BREAK         1510 – 1515 move to new classroom 
 

1450 – 1505 17th Degree (communicated) (15 minutes)     1515 – 1530 31st Degree (communicated) (15 minutes) 
 

1505 – 1515 18th Degree Prologue (10 minutes)      1530 – 1540 32nd Degree Prologue 
 

1515 – 1520 Move Upstairs        1545 – 1600 Introduction of Reunion Staff (15 minutes) 
 

1520 – 1605 18th Degree (1st thru 3rd Apts) (40 minutes)     1605 – 1635 32nd Degree (90 minutes) 
 

1615 – 1645 18th Degree (4th Apt) (30 minutes)      1740 – 1840 Class on Own (Pickup Wives) (Tear down classroom) 
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Planning Calendar 
October 2018 … 
 

3rd (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Opening Body:  Lodge of Perfection 

28th and 29th Degrees communicated 
 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00):  Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 10/2 at 12:00 pm. 

Meat Loaf 

Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy 

Creamed Corn 

Salad, Rolls  

White Cake w/Icing  

Coffee/Tea  
 

November 2018 … 
 

2nd (Friday)   7:30 am Fall Reunion commences (see schedule on page ???) 

12:00 pm Lunch: Taco Salad, Corn Bread, Cookies 

3rd (Saturday)    7:30 am Fall Reunion continues 

12:00 pm Lunch: Ham &Swiss / Roast Beef Sandwiches, Pasta, Cookies 

7:00 pm  Banquet 

7th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Opening Body:  Rose Croix 
 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00):  Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 11/6 at 12:00 pm. 

Ham 

Scalloped Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Salad, Rolls  

Dessert  

Coffee/Tea  
 

December 2018 … 
 

5th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Opening Body:  Lodge of Perfection 

      Election of Officers 
 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 11/4 at 12:00 pm.) 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Au Gratin Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Salad, Rolls  

Yellow Cake w/Chocolate Icing  

Coffee/Tea  
 

Please check the website for possible updates and changes throughout the month.  Let us know of any 

events or activities not presented for November-December so we may include them in the next issue.
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October 

Birthdays 
1st Dallas Esarey   16th  Harley Thompson  22nd  Wray Pedro 

  

3rd          Joseph Clendaniel  17th  Robert Harper    James Warren III 

 

5th Gale Fortney    Stephen Pease   24th  Peter Preston  

 

Sumner Pressey III  18th  Eric Ellithorpe    Albert Wetmore 

  

  Paul Thies    Jerry McGill   25th  Charles Martin 

 

6th  Arthur Jones   20th  George Cann Jr    Russell Smith III 

 

7th  Eloy Cordova    Albert Jones   26th  Larry Neu 

 

8th  Christopher Simmons   Michael Perez   27th  Arnold Bentley 

 

10th  Donald Clowers    Thomas Scheulen   28th  Jededia Ellithorpe 

 

 Jack Stivers   21st  Joseph Hadad   29th  Todd Gould 

 

11th  Keith Benbow    Otis Littlepage   31st  Dale Davis  

 

13th  Douglas Smith         Arthur Hagan Jr 

 

14th  Chad Chaddick         Blaine Roeder 

      

 Roy Chambers     
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      Memorial Scroll  

    DATE    NAME 

March 1, 2018  Richard Mills 

September 17, 2018 Jerry White Jr 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information current since last Quill and Scroll newsletter 

 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado (SCC) Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:   Bart Guthrie, 33°; 

Hershel “Butch” Holmes, 32°; Matthew Lopez, 32° KCCH; Charles Lewis, 32°; and    Ronald Smith, 32° KCCH.  If you are interested 

in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Bart Guthrie, 33° for more information.  
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(Feast – from page 1) 
 

freedom which the Israelites won with the guidance 

of Providence, despite the shackles of Egypt and the 

armies of the Philistines. 
 

This ancient victory celebrated in the dedication of 

King Solomon’s Temple is kept forever fresh 

through our keeping of the Feast of Tishri. It 

promises to all men that the burdens of tyranny are 

temporary, that the darkness will yield to light, that 

knowledge will conquer ignorance, and that the 

Creator intended all men to be free. The message of 

Tishri comes to us strongly and clearly from across 

the ages because it has been so preserved in the 

symbolism and allegory of the Scottish Rite. 

Through our observance of this great feast of 

thanksgiving, we, as heirs of Solomon, perpetuate his 

magnificent Temple of freedom in our lives, our 

communities, our country and, most of all, in our 

beloved Rite. 

 

To best understand the significance of the Feast of 

Tishri and its connection to Masonry it is necessary 

to have some understanding of the Jewish Holy 

Days. For this understanding read the words of 

Melville H. Nahin, Past Grand Master of the Grand 

Lodge of California, who is Jewish. 
 

On the first day of the seventh month, the month of 

Tishri on the Jewish calendar people of the Jewish 

faith observe the beginning of the New Year, Rosh 

Hashana. It is a time for introspection and reflection, 

for it is said that on that day the Creator writes in the 

Book of Life the story of what shall take place in the 

coming year. And on the Day of Atonement which 

follows ten days later, the Book of Life will be 

sealed. 
 

The period of ten days is often called the Days of 

Awe. They are the time for soul searching, for 

recognizing the sins which one has committed with 

respect to his relationship to his God. The 

forgiveness which is sought during these Days of 

Awe is a forgiveness from the Creator for sins which 

we, as humans, have done to Him. We do not believe 

that he will cleanse the sins that we have committed 

against our fellowmen. But in turn we must realize 

and rededicate ourselves to atoning for the sins of 

man to man by making retribution and dealing fairly 

with our fellowmen by indeed being brothers to 

them. 

 

Our own Masonic vows were given only after being 

assured that they would not interfere with the duty 

we owe to God, our country, our neighbor and 

ourselves. It is not easy to examine oneself and admit 

one’s errors and to pray for forgiveness of what we 

know is injurious and harmful to ourselves, our 

families and our fellowmen, and return to a positive 

action that will give us satisfaction and gratification. 
 

Rosh Hashana is observed for two days during which 

time those of the Jewish faith gather in the synagogue 

and by deep introspection and inspection realize the 

seriousness and the necessity of doing that which is 

right to one’s fellowmen and in keeping faith with 

He who rules and guides our lives. 
 

People of Jewish faith are taught that during the ten 

days which they call the Ten Days of Penitence, and 

which take place from the first day of Rosh Hashana 

to the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, this 

evaluation must take place and in order to avert the 

punishment of God, they must repent, pray and do 

good deeds. They must in effect account for their 

souls. 
 

On Yom Kippur, Jews fast, having no food or drink 

from sundown preceding the Holy Day to sundown 

of the following day. It is a belief, it is a self-

discipline whereby they as individuals seek to 

recognize that they are involved in introspection and 

in rededication. It is a time when all earthly pursuits 

are put aside and if no other day in their lives belongs 

to their Deity, that day certainly does. 
 

Simply put, Rosh Hashana is the anniversary of the 

creation of the world and all its inhabitants are 

judged anew and given an opportunity to accept the 

Kingship of God for the year to come. During the 

ceremonies of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, a 

ram’s horn known as a shofar is blown to specific 

notes that our reader, recite. Jewish people believe 

that the same Holy notes will herald the final coming 

of the Messiah. 
 

Primarily the shofar sounding is a call to spiritual 

awakening and revival. Judaism takes for granted 

that all humans are prone to sin. Even Moses, the 

great prophet, was not perfect and because of his 

imperfection never reached the Holy Land. 
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But this does not mean that man is burdened with sin 

from birth. It implies however, that when we fail of 

do right we must make amends. And we cannot make 

amends simply by turning a new page and starting all 

over again. In Hebrew there is no word for sin. The 

word “het” is utilized for the word sin and translates 

as distance. The word for repentance is “tshuva” 

which means return. 
 

So, now you have made a major mistake and 

trespassed the will of God. God still loves you just as 

parents still love the child who has committed errors. 

And now how does one bridge the gap, by simply 

returning to God, by first realizing the error and then 

endeavoring to improve the harmonization of his 

deeds with God’s will. 
 

Erring is part and parcel of human spiritual and 

physical growth. We recognize also that God does 

not expect nearly as much from us as we seem to do 

ourselves. If, after all this, we still make the same 

mistakes, we commit the same sins, we recognize 

still that God among his other attributes is all patient 

and He will wait for us if only we try, if only we 

attempt to make amends. If we do not, if we make no 

attempt to sincerely repent our atonement, is for 

naught. 
 

The lesson of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is a 

very simple one. Man is human and commits error. 

Therefore, both God and his fellowmen will forgive 

him if he seeks to make amends. But these amends 

must indeed be with sincere effort to better oneself, 

to practice the law of his Creator. 
 

Is this not also the teaching of our Masonic 

fraternity? As we think of each other’s holidays and 

customs, we appreciate all the more how universal 

the philosophy of Freemasonry really is. We are 

indeed Brothers, the children of the ever-loving 

Father. 
 

No other occasion epitomizes the character and 

purpose of the Rite more wholly then our historic 

celebration, held in conjunction with the dedication 

of King Solomon’s temple. To marshal the meanings 

of the feast is to summarize the principle ideals and 

traditions of our Fraternity. 
 

The statutes of the Supreme Council, enacted in 

1866, consider the feast an obligatory observance. 

Freemasons have always revered order since we 

recognize that there is a Supreme Order that 

structures all creation. Masonic law emulates this 

divine order, and we serve the purposes of the Great 

Architect of the Universe when we meet in the bonds 

of brotherhood, intent on making contributions to 

humanity. 
 

The rich legend of the Temple’s dedication, held in 

connection with the Feast of Tishri furnish symbolic 

details of the Temple’s position, design, 

construction, furnishings and decoration carry 

special meaning as they apply to the metaphorical 

Temple of Freemasonry built in the heart of every 

Brother. Through the symbols of the Temple we 

learn to rededicate ourselves to building 

Freemasonry “in the hearts of men and among 

nations.” 
 

God forbade David, a warrior and man of blood, to 

construct the Temple and, instead delivered this 

responsibility to Solomon, whose name derives from 

the Hebrew word, shalom meaning peace. Thus, in 

observing the Feast of Tishri, we reaffirm our 

dedication to human accord and brotherhood of all 

men in a world of peace. As individuals and as 

Brothers in the Rite, we resolve to build, as Solomon 

did, through harmony and cooperation, ever seeking 

peace for all mankind. 
 

The consecration of the Temple must also be 

observed at the Feast of Tishri because it teaches the 

equality and unity of all members of the Rite. 
 

Yet another reason to keep the Feast of Tishri is that 

such observance fosters the warm spirit of fraternal 

fellowship. Within the context of the Feast of Tishri, 

we realize more deeply the value of our fellowmen, 

without which the individual is lost in a self-imposed 

prison of human isolation. 
 

Lastly, the law, legend, peace, equality, unity and 

fellowship of the Feast of Tishri combine to make 

this the most Masonic feast of feasts. In a common 

voice of thanksgiving where every man can share his 

attitude and express his sincere thanks to Him who 

made all things, the Deity has given us life, the 

strength to live it fully, and the joy of sharing the 

beauty and goodness of His creation with our 

fellowmen. Most of all, He has given us freedom. 

The Feast of Tishri celebrates this freedom which the 

Israelite’s won with the guidance of Providence, 

despite the shackles of Egypt and the armies of the 

Philistines. 
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This ancient victory celebrated in dedication of 

Solomon’s Temple is kept forever fresh through our 

keeping of the Feast of Tishri. It promises to all men 

that the burdens of tyranny are temporary, that the 

darkness will yield to light, that knowledge will 

conquer ignorance, and that the Creator intended 

men to be free. 
 

It came to Solomon to build the first Hebrew Temple 

in Jerusalem. He laid the cornerstone with his own 

hands following the vision which the Temple’s true 

builder, the Supreme Architect of the Universe, gave 

him. He sketched its symbolic dimensions and 

planned its impressive decorations. He set its famous 

pillars, Jachin and Boaz, as magnificent independent 

columns at the Temple entrance, and he saw to it that 

the interior was heavily overlaid with an abundance 

of glistening gold. Though modest in overall size, the 

Temple’s massive substructure, formed about a 

mountain, lilted it high above all the surrounding 

buildings and temples, making it the focal point of 

ancient Jerusalem. 
 

Temple and faith became one and the Lord’s will was 

made manifest. Today Scottish Rite Freemasons 

need only recall this great Temple of Solomon to 

realize that the Almighty will never forsake men of 

good will and that we, too, can build mighty temples 

of spirit and stone to the Lord. 
 

The dedication of the Temple of Solomon is a 

celebration of freedom. It marks the birth of 

Abraham, whose spirit of independence sustained 

Israel during generations of bondage. This great feast 

remembered the Exodus from Egypt, the land of 

slavery. It recalled the sojourn in the wilderness and 

celebrated the Freedom of the Promised Land. 
 

It is from that moment of mystic communication, 

nearly three thousand years ago, that the Scottish 

Rite derives its traditional impetus the quest for 

freedoms of conscience which began in the dim 

reaches of time. 
 

We sometimes are asked why Masons devote so 

much of their time and energy to the cause of aiding 

those less fortunate.  Possibly this little fable from 

Jewish folklore might explain. 

 
 

A wise a learned Rabbi, noting that 

his most promising student seemed 

saddened and preoccupied, asked 

the young man, “What’s troubling 

you, my son?” 

 

The student replied, “Rabbi, as I 

observe the injustice in the world and 

man’s inhumanity to man 

everywhere, I have come to the 

conclusion that when God created the 

world, He didn’t do a very good job.” 

 

In response, the Rabbi asked, “Do 

you think you could have done 

better?” 

 

The student quietly answered, 

“Rabbi, I honestly think I could 

have.” 

 

To which the wise man responded. 

“THEN BEGIN!” 
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ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 


