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Questions and Answers 
ABOUT THE 

Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite (AASR) 
 

As we start another Reunion this month, perhaps it 

behooves us to consider some questions often asked 

about our Rite.  Over the years there have been many 

misconceptions about the purpose, requirements and 

operations of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.   
 

You have no doubt heard such statements as --- “It is 

very expensive to become a member.” --- “It takes a 

long time to become a 32° member.” or “It is 

mentally and emotionally overwhelming to become a 

32° member.” --- “A candidate must learn a 

multitude of signs and words.” – “You must wait for 

an invitation to join.” 
 

We wish to dispel such misunderstandings and to 

furnish added information to Master Masons seeking 

“more light.”  Let us begin: 
 

What is the Scottish Rite? 

It is a branch of Freemasonry designed to supplement 

and amplify the philosophical teachings of the first 

three (3) degrees. 
 

What is a Scottish Rite Mason? 

To become a 

really and truly 

Scottish Rite 

Mason is a 

challenge to the 

best qualities to 

be found in any 

man.  His private 

life, his 

everyday 

actions, his 

business 

contacts, and his general associations are all affected 

by the truths he has learned and the human 

understanding he has gained through his experiences 

in the Scottish Rite.  It cannot be otherwise for one 

who has taken the teachings of the Scottish Rite 

seriously. 
 

The experience and understanding he has acquired 

through his membership in the Rite clothes him with 

the power of thought that influences his daily 

endeavor.  It makes him a constructive example for 

the good of the neighborhood and community in 

which he lives and conducts his labors.  The Scottish 

Rite Mason is a character builder. 
 

What is the Double-Headed Eagle? 

The Double-Headed Eagle of Lagos is 

the oldest royal crest in the world.  Nor 

heraldic bearing, no emblematic device 

of today can boast such antiquity.  It 

was in use a thousand years before the 

Exodus from Egypt and more than two 

thousand years before the building of King 

Solomon’s Temple.  The Double-Headed Eagle was 

first used in Freemasonry in 1758 by the Masonic 

Body in Paris known as the Emperors of the East and 

West which controlled the advanced degrees then in 

use and was the precursor of the Ancient Accepted 

Scottish Rite. 
 

 (Questions and Answers – see page 12) 
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Thoughts From the PR 
Robert R. Cook, 33° 

 

Participation/Participate.    According to 

Webster, participate means to take part, 

to have a part or share in something.  As 

we begin the journey with our candidates through the 

degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, 

we should all reflect on the difference between this 

slower, more deliberate process as contrasted to the 

3-day reunion.  Not only will the class of candidates 

get to see exemplifications and communications on a 

month by month basis, but also, it should stimulate 

all of us to participate in the education aspects of the 

degree conferrals. 
 

The real education that accompanies these degree 

presentations is the participation in the discussion of 

the principals and ideals of each of the degrees.  In 

this respect, it is not educational in the sense of 

having things communicated to us, but the 

participation in the discussion of the ideals 

presented.  Each of us can be exposed to the views of 

our brothers and cause us to possibly evaluate a 

different view of these principals.  It is this exchange 

of ideas and interpretations that add to our Masonic 

growth.  These “discussions” are as important to me 

as the actual degree conferral.  Where else can I have 

my views heard and hear those of others with 

different emphasis and understanding.   
 

Most of last year, we have heard that Masonry is an 

action as much as it is a philosophy.  Every one of 

the degree presentations challenges us to put 

Masonry into action.  We are not satisfied with 

hearing or seeing the drama, but should be spurred 

into taking action --- live and act like a Mason, not 

just on the first Wednesday of the month, but also in 

our daily lives. 
 

So, what should we be looking for in the 4th Degree, 

Secret Master?  The duties of a Secret Master are to 

practice silence, obedience and fidelity.  The concept 

of duty is one of the foundations I see in Masonry.  

As Pike says: “Duty is the one great law of 

Masonry.”  We are asked to consider how can one 

supervise if he has not been supervised.  I see this as 

the opposite of the famed Peter Principal, and it 

speaks to our roles in all of Masonry, if not in the 

world in general.  Let’s all enjoy the presentation of 

the Secret Master degree and participate in the 

educational discussion that follows. 
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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Membership 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

Brothers, interest in the Scottish Rite 

continues to grow.  Our SR Brothers are 

sharing the Light of our craft with those 

that have yet to discover the vast knowledge being 

offered by Southern Colorado Scottish Rite.   
 

Why would we not share our craft?  Our thirst for 

learning never ceases.   
 

The best way to discover our craft is to be involved 

in a Degree.   And it does not stop there; being 

involved with brothers to host a degree provides even  

further understanding of reasoning as to why degree 

performance is so specific.   
 

Scottish Rite, the “university of Masonry” is not by 

any means a slogan, it is a fact.  So, as we continue 

to receive petitions for membership across Southern 

Colorado, it becomes apparent that our presence is 

broadcast from brother to brother.   
 

Our next meeting in March is coming up; remember 

to make reservations for dinner prior to the meeting 

and enjoy the fellowship.  Many times you learn 

something at dinner that you did not know before, 

just like going to Scottish Rite Degree presentations.  
 

Our Stated Meetings have advanced to a presentation 

of point and discussion of specific degrees and 

morals.  Please join us for the next Stated Meeting 

(March 6, 2019) and dinner, you won’t be 

disappointed.   
 

Our next Blue Lodge Tour stop is Ute Pass Lodge 

#188, on March 19th, at 7:00pm.  Join us in visiting 

the lodge and brothers of this Lodge. 

VMAP Update 
By Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH, Chairman 

 

In my last article, I gave an overview of 

the Valley Membership Achievement 

Project (VMAP).  In this article, I would 

like to focus on some specific areas.  
 

There is one thing I think you should know, we have 

just over 550 members; 550 members to do the things 

you see during our meetings, our Reunions, those 

participating in the Degrees and the support teams.  

As you can see, it takes several people to keep this 

organization going, and I’m soliciting your 

assistance.   
 

As I mentioned in my last article, we need members 

to step up and help our Consistory  That being said, 

I’d like to thank Ill. and MWB Michael McMillan, 

33°, for responding to the call.  We have just created 

another committee, the Membership Retention Team 

(MRT), which will be headed by him.  We now need 

to complete the team.  If you are interested in joining 

this team, please contact Ill. Bro. Michael McMillan 

at mlmcmillan3@gmail.com and let him know that 

you are ready to assist.  
 

I know you are wondering, what does the team do, 

what are the requirements, and how much time will 

we expend?  This team will be responsible for 

contacting members nearing delinquency in their 

dues, conducting interviews, and making personal 

calls to members, just to name a few of the tasks 

assigned to this committee.  The members of the 

committee will decide what other things are needed.  

This team will also be working closely with the 

Membership Recruitment Team, headed by Brother 

Randy Sanger, 32°.  Speaking of the Membership 

Recruitment Team, if you are interested in joining 

Bro. Randy’s team, please contact him at 

rrsanger1@gmail.com. 
 

In addition to the above, I’d like to also announce a 

new member to the VMAP team, Bro. Roy Decker, 

32°.  I want to thank him for responding to the call; 

welcome aboard and thank you. 
 

Brothers, there are numerous opportunities still 

available.  The next committee of focus is the 

Membership Engagement Team, this team will be 

responsible for identifying our new members and 

engaging with them while they become fully vetted 

and integrated as a valued member of the Consistory.  

mailto:mlmcmillan3@gmail.com
mailto:rrsanger1@gmail.com
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They will do this by conducting an interview with the 

new member, keeping them informed of activities 

on-going in the Consistory, working with the 

Reunion class on class projects, and other tasks as the 

team decides.  So, if you think this is a committee 

that you’d like to head up, contact me, we could use 

your help. 
 

Lastly, we (VMAP) meet the 4th Wednesday of the 

month at 6PM and we’d love to hear from you, and 

even better, see you at the meeting. 
 

The members are Vincent Johnson 32° KCCH, 

Chairman; Randy Sanger 32°, Vice Chairman; 

Clifford Wieger 32°, Recorder; George Cann 32°, 

Time Keeper; Roger Chilcoat 32° KCCH, David 

Linebaugh 32°, Roy Decker 32° and as Advisors, 

Bob Burr 33°, D.J. Cox 33° and Bill Klatil 33°. 
 

Hopefully, in my next article I’ll be announcing the 

formation of the New Member Engagement 

committee. 
 

Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The February Stated Meeting was called to order at 

7pm by Venerable Master Barry Nightingale, 32° 

KCCH, and assisted by Wise Master Jason Bunch, 

32°, Commander Norman Peckacek, 32° and Master 

of Kadosh Vincent Johnson, 32° KCCH. 
 

After introductions and recognition of the six 

members of the last class, normal business was 

conducted. 
 

After all business was completed, an outstanding 

presentation on Symbolism as it relates to Masonry 

was provided by Bro. Jason Bunch assisted by Bro. 

Barry Nightingale. 
 

Before closing, Ill. Bro. Karl Hinkle gave several 

laudable comments pertaining to the evening’s 

activities. 

 

Awards Program 
By Dick Sater, 33°, Secretary 

SCC wishes to recognize our members for service 

and assistance to the Consistory.  Each month we like 

to present ribbons and/or stars to our members for 

service rendered during the previous month(s). 
 

The following members have a ribbon due or a star 

due or both a ribbon and a star. Please attend a Stated 

Communication and receive yours! Be sure to let the 

Secretary know that you will be attending.  
 

Members receiving upcoming recognition include: 

• Marc Appiano,  

• Marvin Barbour,  

• Charles Buck,  

• David Burrous,  

• Frank Cancino,  

• George Cann,  

• Norman Churchill,  

• Wayne Clark,  

• Joe Clendaniel,  

• David Coberly,  

• John Harrington,  

• Kennard Henry,  

• Ed Kinzie,  

• Ed McClyment,  

• Jerry McGill,  

• William McKee,  

• Ralph Newby,  

• David Nuss,  

• Stephen Pearsall,  

• Michael Price,  

• Lenard Rioth  

• Jeremiah Smith,  

• David Stevens,  

• Christopher Stout,  

• Paul Taylor,  

• Lester Tedrow,  

• Vernon Turner,  

• Jerry Underwood,  

• Gerald Walton,  

• James Warren and  

• Barlow Westcott. 

 

 

Office Telephone numbers are: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

office hours are now 9a.m.-1p.m., 

Tuesday-Thursday 
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A Look Back in History 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND 

ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the 

Valley of Pueblo-Orient of Colorado September 1940) 
 

WHY THE SCOTTISH RITE 
 

Grand Commander Cowles, 33° answered that 

important question in an address, from which the 

following is extracted: 
 

“Scottish Rite Masonry is today the 

outstanding organization upholding and protecting 

those ideals which have placed the United States of 

America in the vanguard of all the nations of the 

world.  Its broad principles are subscribed to and 

supported by the leaders of our community and 

national life.  To become a Scottish Rite Mason 

means to enlist in the Cause of Humanity, Education, 

Liberty, Tolerance and Brotherhood, and are the 

watchwords of those who stand united against the 

foes represented by ignorance, bigotry, intolerance 

and oppression.  Masons should unite with the 

Scottish Rite Bodies to promote and strengthen the 

great forces necessary to meet the foes of Civilization 

and Progress, thus enlarging their horizon and 

enriching their lives.  Scottish Rite membership 

proves the means for growth in unselfish idealism 

and the associations instrumental in carrying on the 

Great American Program.” 
 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado November 1940) 
 

ARE YOU INDIFFERENT? 
 

You have a right to be proud of your membership in 

the Rite, and should encourage other good Masons to 

receive the Scottish Rite Degrees.  If the Rite means 

more to you than mere membership, forms and 

ceremonies, then without further delay make a 

special effort to give it a little time, and gladly join 

in our efforts to secure a suitable number of petitions 

to make our reunion a success. 
 

Your Rite cannot grow by resting on the successes of 

the past, but everlasting efforts must be made in its 

behalf in order to increase its sphere of influence, 

extending its teachings and principles without which 

men cannot continue to be free, nor liberty endure. 
 

If you are in need of a reawakening, a new birth, in 

Scottish Rite Masonry, assume some of the 

responsibility of securing petitions---it will rekindle 

your enthusiasm.  No worthwhile result is attained 

without exertion---and also there can be no 

accomplishment if sacrifices which make it possible 

are not actual experiences on the part of those who 

devote themselves to the task in advance. 
 

There is no “man on the sidelines” in the Scottish 

Rite.  The Rite is meaningless, fruitless to the man 

who does not give of himself for its advancement.  

Your efforts are needed toward the securing of 

petitions.  Will you make the sacrifice? 
 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado April 1940) 
 

How Did He Live? 
So he died for his faith.  That is fine. 

 More than most of us do. 

But stay.  Can you add to that line 

 That he lived for it, too? 
   

It is easy to die.  Men have died 

 For a wish or a whim--- 

From bravado or passion or pride. 

 Was it harder for him? 
 

But to live; every day to live out 

 All the truth that he dreamt, 

While his friends met his conduct with doubt, 

 And the world with contempt. 
 

Was it thus that he plodded ahead, 

 Never turning aside? 

That we’ll talk of the life that he led, 

 Never mind how he died. 
--- Ernest Crosby, San Francisco Bulletin 

 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado May 1940) 
 

Freemasonry stands today the proud champion of religion  

and religious liberty; for freedom, but not license; for 

tolerance, but not anarchy; for civil liberty, but not 

tyranny; for purity, but not shame; for patriotism, but not 

treason; for sobriety, but not intemperance; for hope, but 

not despair; for love, but not hate; Freemasonry knows no 

nationality, but its kingdom is in the hearts of men. 
----*---- 

There can be no genuine Brotherhood without mutual 

regard, good opinion and esteem, mutual charity, and 

mutual allowance for faults and failings.  It is those only 

who learn habitually to think better of each other, to look 

habitually for the good that is in each other, and expect, 

allow for, and overlook, the evil, who can be Brethren, 

one of the other, in any true sense of the word. 
--- Albert Pike 
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Passport Program 
 

 

We will begin conferring degrees at our Stated 

Meeting on March 6th.  In place of a Spring Reunion, 

degrees will be present from March through 

September.  We used this format last year and 

thought it was well received, so we are trying it 

again.  We will have our normal Fall Reunion in 

November. 
 

Southern Colorado Consistory (SCC) consistently 

reevaluates the degree presentations and operations.  

To facilitate and enhance our experiences, we are 

starting a Passport Program in an effort to boost 

attendance and participation in the understanding of 

the degree lessons.  And that is the purpose of this 

program --- to boost attendance and participation.  

Your participation will enhance the experience for 

our candidates and augment your knowledge and 

education. 
 

Passports may be purchased from the Secretary at 

any time for $5.00.  At the conclusion and attendance 

of each exemplified degree, have the Degree Master 

for that degree sign your Passport (in his absence, 

contact the Assistant Degree Master).  You may get 

your Passports signed in other venues also (e.g. 

Denver, Grand Junction, Arizona, etc.); however, 

attendance will only be credited once.  Just 

remember that only exemplified degrees are eligible 

for Passport credit in the program.  Another 

stipulation is that the 32nd degree must be attended at 

SCC. 
 

We should hear more about the program at the Stated 

Meeting before the degree.  Please plan on attending 

this meeting and getting more insight into the 4th 

Degree, Secret Master.  The more we witness and 

discuss these degrees, the more insight we obtain in 

our quest for more light. 

Germania Lodge 46 F&AM 

presents 

 Scottish Rite Entered Apprentice 

Degree 
(from District 16 in Louisiana) 

 

Denver Lodge #5 will be hosting an upcoming event 

at the Denver Consistory on Friday, April 12th, 

starting with dinner at 6:00 pm. The dinner is "surf 

and turf" at a cost of $25.00.  Reservations are 

necessary and should be made online at 

www.denver5.org.  Although dinner is not 

mandatory, it will help defray some of the expenses 

to bring the Degree Team from New Orleans. 
 

This will be the third time that this presentation has 

been performed in Denver in the last 30 years.  This 

ritual has been modified from the original, coming 

from the Grand Orient of France in 1796.   
 

The Germania degree work was originally performed 

in German.  This work is commonly called the "Red 

Lodge Degrees" coming from the Scottish Rite 

branch of Freemasonry.  Colorado work is done 

using a York Rite basis. 
 

The exemplification of the Scottish Rite Entered 

Apprentice Degree is very different from our work 

using many props throughout the presentation.  This 

is a true experience in Masonic Education.  If it does 

not inspire a thought-provoking revelation, then you 

are not paying attention.  Any Mason is welcome 

attend.   
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 Editor’s Corner 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

 

We are about to start conferring degrees 

again over multiple months much like 

was offered last year.  Lessons were 

learned and changes made.  Now we shall try it again. 
 

As we begin this journey together, it behooves us to 

consider what we are about and how we are affected 

by the process never loosing sight of an old internet 

message that goes like this: 

 

Your Time 
Your Time --- 
 

The telephone rang.  It was a call from his mother. 

He answered it and his mother told him, “Mr.  Belser 

died last night.  The funeral is Wednesday." 

     

Memories flashed through his mind like an old 

newsreel as he sat quietly remembering his 

childhood days. 

     

"Jack, did you hear me?" 

     

"Oh, sorry, Mom.  Yes, I heard you. It's been so long 

since I thought of him.  I'm sorry, but I honestly 

thought he died years ago," Jack said. 

     

"Well, he didn't forget you.  Every time I saw him, 

he'd ask how you were doing.  He'd reminisce about 

the many days you spent over 'his side of the fence' 

as he put it," Mom told him. 

     

"I loved that old house he lived in," Jack said. 

     

"You know, Jack, after your father died, Mr. Belser 

stepped in to make sure you had a man's influence in 

your life," she said. 

     

"He's the one who taught me carpentry," he said.  "I 

wouldn't be in this business if it weren't for him.  He 

spent a lot of time teaching me things he thought 

were important.  Mom, I'll be there for the 

funeral," Jack said. 

     

As busy as he was, he kept his word.  Jack caught the 

next flight to his hometown.  Mr.  Belser's funeral 

was small and uneventful.   He had no children of his 

own, and most of his relatives had passed away. 

     

The night before he had to return home, Jack and his 

Mom stopped by to see the old house next door one 

more time. Standing in the doorway, Jack paused for 

a moment.  It was like crossing over into another 

dimension, a leap through space and time.  The 

house was exactly as he remembered. 

     

Every step held memories.  Every picture, every 

piece of furniture...Jack stopped suddenly... 

"What's wrong, Jack?" his Mom asked.   "The box is 

gone," he said. 

   

"What box?" Mom asked. 

     

 "There was a small gold box that he kept locked on 

top of his desk.   I must have asked him a thousand 

times what was inside.  All he'd ever tell me was 'the 

thing I value most,'" Jack said. 

     

It was gone.  Everything about the house was exactly 

how Jack remembered it, except for the box.  He 

figured someone from the Belser family had taken it. 

     

"Now I'll never know what was so valuable to him," 

Jack said. 

     

"I better get some sleep.  I have an early flight home, 

Mom." 

     

It’s had been about two weeks since Mr. Belser died. 

Returning home from work one day Jack discovered 
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a note in his mailbox.  "Signature required on a 

package.  No one at home. Please stop by the main 

post office within the next three days," the note read. 

     

Early the next day Jack went to the post office and 

retrieved the package.  The small box was old and 

looked like it had been mailed a hundred years 

ago.  The handwriting was difficult to read, but the 

return address caught his attention. 

     

"Mr.  Harold Belser" it read. 

     

Jack took the box out to his car and ripped open the 

package.  There inside was the gold box and an 

envelope. 

     

Jack's hands shook as he read the note inside. 

     

"Upon my death, please forward this box and its 

contents to Jack Bennett.  It's the thing I valued most 

in my life." A small key was taped to the letter.  His 

heart racing, as tears filled his eyes, Jack carefully 

unlocked the box.  There inside he found a beautiful 

gold pocket watch. 

     

Running his fingers slowly over the finely etched 

casing, he unlatched the cover.  Inside he found these 

words engraved: 
 

"Jack, Thanks for your time! -- Harold Belser." 

     

"The thing he valued most was my time!" 

     

Jack held the watch for a few minutes, then called his 

office and cleared his appointments for the next two 

days. 

     

"Why?" Janet, his assistant asked. 

     

"I need some time to spend with the people I love and 

say I care for," he said.  "Oh, by the way, Janet, 

thanks for your time!" 

     

"Life is not measured by the number of breaths we 

take but by the moments that take our breath away." 

     

 

  

 
 

Think about this.  You may not realize it, 

but it's 100 percent true. 

     

1. At least 15 people in this world love 

you in some way. 

     

2. A smile from you can bring happiness 

to anyone, even if they don't like you. 

     

3. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about 

you before they go to sleep. 
     

4. You mean the world to someone. 

     

5. If not for you, someone may not be 

living. 

     

6. You are special and unique. 

     

7. Have trust sooner or later you will get 

what you wish for or something better. 

     

8. When you make the biggest mistake 

ever, something good can still come from 

it. 

     

9. When you think the world has turned 

its back on you, take a hard look:   you 

most likely turned your back on the world 

and the people who love and care for you. 

     

10. Someone that you don't even know 

exists loves you. 

     

11. Always remember the compliments 

you received. Forget about the rude 

remarks. 

     

12. Always tell someone how you feel 

about them; you will feel much better 

when they know and you'll both be happy. 

     

13. If you have a great friend, take the 

time to let them know that they are great. 
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Planning Calendar 

March 2019 … 
5th (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting  

6th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

     Conferring Degrees 

      Exemplify 4th Degree 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 3/5 at 12:00 pm.) 

Roast Beef - Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy - Green Beans 

Salad, Rolls 

Carrot Cake 

Coffee/Tea 

27th (Wednesday)  5:30 pm  VMAP Committee Meeting  
april 2019 … 
2nd (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting  

3rd (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

      Ceremony of Remembrance, Renewal, and Commitment,  

hosted by the Chapter of Rose Croix during dinner 

     Conferring Degrees 

      Exemplify 5th Degree / Communicate 6th Degree 

24th (Wednesday)  5:30 pm  VMAP Committee Meeting 

26th (Friday)     Conferring Degrees 

      Communicate 7th, 8th, and 9th/10th Degrees 

27th (Saturday)      Conferring Degrees 

      Communicate the 11th through 13th Degrees 

Exemplify the 14th Degree 

Communicate the 15th through 17th Degrees 

Exemplifying the 18th Degree 

30th (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting  

May 2019 … 
1st Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

     Conferring Degrees 

      Communicate the 19th Degree / Exemplify the 20th Degree 

22nd (Wednesday) 5:30 pm  VMAP Committee Meeting 
 

june 2019 … 
4th (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting  

5th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – OPEN MEETING 

      Presentation: Civil Disobedience by Ray Dunn, 32° KCCH 

26th (Wednesday)  5:30 pm  VMAP Committee Meeting 

29th (Saturday)    Conferring Degrees 

      Communicate the 21st through 24th Degrees 

Exemplify the 25th degree 

Communicate the 26th through 29th degrees 

September 2019 … 
3rd (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting  

4th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – OPEN MEETING 

      Presentation: TBD 

25th (Wednesday)  5:30 pm  VMAP Committee Meeting 

28th (Saturday)    Conferring Degrees 

      Exemplify the 30th degree and 32nd Degrees 

Communicate the 31st degree  

Presentation: TBD 
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march 

Birthdays 
3rd  Lewis Young  12th James Jones  21st  James Nunn    

  Patrick Soddy   Richard Martin  22nd Dale Young 

4th  David Ashley  14th Ernest Rozell  23rd Paul Cooper 

 Kurt Adelbush   Lenard Rioth           Douglas Paul 

5th  James Mitchell  15th William McKee  24th William Boyle 

6th  John Fotenos   James Nelson  25th John Moreno 

 Kevin Nunn  17th Loran Thompson  26th Walter Iiams Jr 

 Herschel Holmes   Gerald Russell  28th James Kashner 

7th Fred Tomlin   James Coke   Dennis Feister 

8th Bret Axton   Steven Zerger  29th  Keith Sonnenburg 

9th Ervin Meacham  18th Chalmer Ferguson  Thomas Sanderson 

10th  William Heintzen   Donald Johnson   John Seymour 

11th Michael Porter   Patrick Wojtecki   Michael Dickey 

 Gerald Nightingale 19th Fred Garcia  30th Terry Gumlich 

 Raymond Dunn   Rodolfo Arguello  31st Rodney Gray 

Jim Dederick   Robert McAllister  
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     Memorial Scroll  

    DATE    NAME 

February 7, 2019  Phil Moran 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information current since last Quill and Scroll newsletter 

 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado (SCC) Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:   Bart Guthrie, 33°; 

Hershel “Butch” Holmes, 32°; Charles Lewis, 32°; and  Ronald Smith, 32° KCCH.  If you are interested in joining the Rose Croix 

Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Bart Guthrie, 33° for more information.  
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(Questions and Answers – from page 1) 
 

How does the Scottish Rite 

elaborate on the craft lodge 

degrees? 

It presents in degrees, from 

the fourth to the thirty-

second, an interpretation of 

the lessons of the Craft 

degrees by the use of drama 

and lectures appealing to both 

the ear and eye to teach the great truths which 

Freemasonry professes. 
 

How many degrees are there in 

Scottish Rite? 

Thirty-three including the Craft degrees.  However, 

the Craft degrees are accepted as conferred by the  

Grand Lodges.  The thirty-third is an honorary 

degree conferred by invitation only. 
 

What about the other degrees? 

The fourth to the fourteenth inclusive are conferred 

by Lodges of Perfection.  The fifteenth to eighteenth 

inclusive are conferred by Rose Croix Chapters.  The 
nineteenth to twenty-ninth degrees are conferred by 

the Council of Kadosh.  The thirty to thirty-second 

are conferred by the Consistory.  These groupings is 

an organized Body within the Valley (geographical 

area) served by it.  Each State is called an Orient 

within the Supreme Council (governing authority).  

There are two Supreme Councils in the United States 

--- Northern and Southern.  Southern Colorado 

Consistory (SCC) is part of the Southern jurisdiction. 
 

Why are these degrees called 

Scottish Rite? 

Any connection with Scotland would 

seem to be vague.  The reason may be 

that one or two of the degrees were long 

supposed to have been devised by 

Chevalier Andrew Michael Ramsey, a 

learned Scotsman, who was tutor to Prince Charles 

Edward, the young Pretender.  These degrees seem 

to have afforded a meeting place for those in exile in 

France who were adherents of the Stuarts, and who 

were plotting for the restoration of James II and his 

son to the throne of England.  No degree of the 

Scottish Rite seems to have ever had its origin in 

Scotland. 
 

Are Scottish Rite degrees higher 

than those of a Master Mason? 

There is no Masonic distinction of higher prestige 

than that of a “Master Mason”, and the noblest and 

most significant emblem is the Apron of a Master 

Mason. 
 

What are the qualifications 

required for membership? 

Membership in good standing in a Craft lodge.  A 

belief in a Supreme Being is essential and, of course, 

the usual Masonic conditions of residence, sponsors 

investigation and ballot. 
 

Will I be required to do any 

memorizing?  

No.  You witness the ceremonies and 

drama and listen to the illustrative 

lectures.  In order for you to more fully 

understand and appreciate what you 

have seen and heard, you are expected to attend 

future presentations of the degrees. 
 

Are there any religious 

disqualifications? 

The Scottish Rite does not intrude on the religious 

beliefs of its members, but it does require that its 

adherents profess a belief in a Supreme Being; and 

urges its members to be active in their respective 

churches or places of worship.  It does not attempt to 

teach any creed nor pretend to be a religion nor a 

substitute for religion.  Scottish Rite practices 

universality. 
 

What will it cost? 

Minimum initiation fees have been established by the 

Supreme Council.  The conferral of degrees total cost 

is $200; annual dues are $150 as fixed by Southern 

Colorado Consistory (SCC) Bylaws.  SCC also has a 

provision in its Bylaws permitting a member to 

prepay his dues for the life of his membership 

(commutation of dues).   
 

Will I have an opportunity to 

participate in the various activities 

of the Rite? 

If you make known your wishes, as we hope you will,  

you may expect to be 

invited to participate in the 

Work.  There is a place for 

you in many of the 

presentations depending on 

your talents and experience 

and your own wishes: as a guard, as a member of the 
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choir or musical accompaniment, or as a member of 

the wardrobe committee, the stage crew or the 

makeup team.  You can be an actor in a minor, 

intermediate major role as your talents permit.  There 

is also the possibility of being on an administrative 

committee or to be an Officer of a Body. 
 

What is a Scottish Rite Reunion?  

A reunion of the Scottish Rite Bodies is 

more than just a time for conferring 

degrees upon a class of worthy Master 

Masons.  It is what the name implies --- 

a reunion; a reunion of friends who see each other all 

too seldom; a reunion of classmates of other years.  It 

is an opportunity for members of the class to become 

acquainted, to be linked in a bond which endures.   
 

More than that, it is a time when we who have been 

members for a short or long time, witness the degrees 

again to be inspired by a better understanding of the 

mysteries through their repetition.  The Scottish Rite 

degrees never get “stale” nor do they bore the sincere 

Mason, even after decades of witnessing. 
 

But beyond this stands the candidate, who is seeing 

for the first time the drama, the dignity, the beauty, 

the power of these teachings.  It is a thrill never to be 

forgotten to sit at the feet of earnest, sincere Scottish 

Rite Masons as the lessons are unfolded.  The 

candidate will be uplifted by one degree, literally 

transfixed by the power of another; as the costumed 

characters bring into being the ancient truths, the 

epoch-making events of history. 
 

From the Fourth Degree, wherein the candidate 

learns that duty is always with us, to the Thirty-

Second Degree by which he is created a Sublime 

Prince of the Royal Secret, the Preceptory’s familiar 

surroundings are transformed from one scene to 

another by the use of paraphernalia, costumes, stage 

sets and lighting. 
 

He learns that “Virtues jus, morse non separabit” --- 

virtue joins, death cannot separate, and that “Spes 

mea in Deo est” --- my hope is in God.  He finds the 

struggle between good and evil continues; that he is 

to bear the Great Light of Truth into the world; that 

the hand of God is upon all of them who seek Him.  

All this and more he learns.  His eye is pleased by 

what he sees; his heart by the knowledge that “all 

men be brethren.” 
 

This is a Reunion. 
 

It is the practice in most Valleys to hold a Reunion 

of the members once or twice a year, when all the 

degrees are conferred or communicated on a class of 

candidates over a period of a few days.  Southern 

Colorado Consistory (SCC) will have two very 

different Reunions during 2019 ---we will offer the 

opportunity for candidates to attain their Ancient and 

Accepted Scottish Rite (AASR) degrees through 

either a series of stated meeting and weekend degree 

work, OR by attending a 3-day Reunion in the Fall.  

We want to offer multiple opportunities for 

candidates to complete their degrees, giving us the 

ability to accommodate varying work schedules and 

other personal commitments.  
 

Is it improper to solicit any Master 

Mason to join the Rite? 

No.  One should have no hesitation in inviting a 

Brother to delve further into the teachings of 

Masonry, thus providing a more meaningful life for 

himself and his family.  In fact, Southern Colorado 

Consistory (SCC) encourages all of its members to 

discuss membership in SCC to all of their known 

eligible associates/Brother Master Masons. 
 

Does Scottish Rite Support any 

specific Charitable endeavor? 
 

The highest calling for a Freemason is to help others 

regardless of race, creed, color, religion, gender or 

Masonic affiliation.  The Scottish Rite philanthropy 

is the Scottish Rite Foundation of Colorado 

commonly known as RiteCare.  It helps enable 

Colorado families to obtain the highest quality of 

speech-language therapy services for their children 

with language disorders. 
 

Find out more at scottishritefoundation.org. 
 

Editor’s Note:  Laying cornerstone at new Children’s 

Hospital on April 22nd. 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=J84BxK81&id=5DB18035FE7A2657BC0AA8597B169FF2212069A2&thid=OIP.J84BxK81PMM3kR6VYeIQdAHaFR&mediaurl=http://scottishritefoundation.org/images/logo400.png&exph=285&expw=400&q=ritecare+of+colorado+graphics&simid=608037629067923184&selectedIndex=0
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Southern Colorado Consistory   Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen M. Munsinger, 33°   Karl J. Hinkle,  33°    Robert R. Cook, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General       Orient SGIG’s           Valley SGIG’s  

    Orient of Colorado    Personal Representative   Personal Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry D. Nightingale, 32° KCCH  Jason M. Bunch, 32° Norman A. Pechacek, 32°   Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 

Venerable Master               Wise Master          Commander              Master of Kadosh 

Lodge of Perfection   Chapter of Rose Croix    Council of Kadosh         Consistory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°    Charles E. Lewis, 32°  James S. Eaches, 33°  Richard Sater, 33° 

          Almoner    Prelate          Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 
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Denver Lodge No. 5  

Welcomes 

 

Exemplification of the dramatic ‘Red Degree’ version of  

Entered Apprentice Degree 

April 12th, Denver Consistory 

A Surf and Turf dinner will be served beforehand by reservation only, for a cost of $25.  

Dinner tickets can be purchased by check or online at www.denver5.org. 

Dinner: 6:00 PM with presentation from Germania 46 

EA Degree in Cathedral following dinner 

  

http://www.denver5.org/


 

Quill & Scroll March 2019 Page | 16 

 
Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 

1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 
Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

 

Office Telephone numbers: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

 

We aspire to inspire our Members 
 

We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 
 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 
 

We believe in Fellowship 
 

We encourage in Personal Growth 
 

We care for our Members 
 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  
 

(speech and language therapy for children in need) 
 

We cherish in our Historical Presence 
 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 
 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 

increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as 

legacy gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests 

in wills, trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue 

Scottish Rite activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

