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MASONIC EXPECTATIONS 
By S. Eugene Herritt, PM, Cumberland Valley Lodge #315, Shippensburg, PA 
 

 

As you read the Short talk (Vol. LXXI No. 3 — 

March 1993), please do so from a very personal point 

of view.  Wherever the author says I, in your own 

mind think of yourself; and, as he refers to his friend 

Sherry, think also about how many of us have had the 

same kind of experience with a brother who was kind 

enough to take us under his wing.  Every one of us 

must sit down and think deeply about the two 

questions this Short Talk Bulletin asks!  As you will 

note, the two questions 

are simply: 

• What did I expect 

from Freemasonry? and  

• What did 

Freemasonry expect 

from me? 
 

Impressions are 

interesting to evaluate, and reevaluate occasionally, 

just to see if they are valid. The same is true of goals.  

It is imperative in life that we set goals for ourselves, 

both in our personal and our professional life.   It is 

equally imperative that we evaluate those goals 

periodically to see, not only if we have achieved 

them, but also to see if they are still worth the effort 

necessary to achieve them. 
 

That, then, is the basis for this Short Talk. After 

twenty years as a Master Mason I need to evaluate 

the value of being a Mason.  Has Masonry met the 

expectations that I had for it when I was raised 

twenty years ago?  Equally important in that 

evaluation is whether I have met the expectations that  
 

(Masonic Expectations – see page 12) 
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As Short Talk Bulletins need to be reviewed for possible 

publication, every now and then one asks a penetrating 

question.  That is the case with this particular Short Talk 

Bulletin, entitled “Masonic Expectations.” 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

There will be a new ceremony at SCC, 

“Missing Man”, presented before the 

dinner at the May Stated Meeting in honor 

of Memorial Day. 

Members are requested to wear their 

military uniforms, if possible, to this 

ceremony to recognize your service and 

respective military branch.  This 

ceremony should take about 15 minutes 

and is meant to honor our departed 

military brethren. 
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From the PR 
Robert R. Cook, 33° 

 

Let’s travel! 
 

During the last couple of months, I had 

the pleasure of travelling to lodges and 

Scottish Rite meetings outside of Colorado Springs 

and Pueblo.   
 

Late in March, I attended an open reception of the 

Grand Master of Masons in Colorado at the Agave 

Room of the Rio Grande Restaurant in Fort Collins.  

This was strictly a social event hosted by both Fort 

Collins lodges (Collin #19 and Fidelity #192).  It 

turns out that the building, now the home of this 

restaurant, was once the meeting location for Fort 

Collins lodges.  The Agave Room was a great venue 

for the social event.  Both lodges had prospects and 

candidates in attendance.  In visits with some of the 

brothers of these lodges, I learned that at one time the 

lodge was tiled by a Tiler armed with a Winchester 

rifle.  There were guests from the city government in 

attendance.  It was a great evening of conversation 

and learning. 
 

On April 17th, I was in Monte Vista on business, but 

had an evening of fellowship and conversation with 

the San Luis Valley Association of Scottish Rite 

Masons.  This was the 99th meeting of this 

association and was held in the Monte Vista Lodge 

building in Monte Vista.  A great meal was provided 

along with entertainment 

from a man playing a 

Chapman Stick.   What 

an unusual instrument 

but amazing sound!  

There was an 

educational presentation 

by Ill. Ray Abbott. The 

ceremony of 

Remembrance, Renewal 

and Commitment was 

conducted by Lawrence Martin, 32° KCCH and 

several members of the association. It was a good 

visit with time to catch up with Scottish Rite masons 

from the San Luis Valley that we don’t get to see too 

often.  Next year’s meeting will be in Creede.  Watch 

for announcements in our newsletter.  It is always a 

pleasure to attend meetings in other locations and see 

the work of brothers devoted to our Craft. 
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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Membership 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

Always an opportunity to learn... 
 

Spring is here as is the Spring Mini 

Reunion.  Degree work and practices are 

in full swing.  Here at the university of Freemasonry, 

you never know when you are going learn something 

new.  Degree practice is a great time to observe a 

degree and find out details as to why a temple is just 

so or why the lesson is important or simply to ask a 

question.  Reading the script and seeing degrees at 

the reunions is a way to learn why things are done the 

way they are. The answers are overwhelmingly 

satisfying.   
 

We have several groups of men that car pool to the 

Scottish Rite Stated Meetings.  From what I hear 

about these groups, they would not have it any other 

way.  The discussions they have about the degree 

work is wonderful and enlightening.  We work hard 

to provide meetings that are efficient and present 

degrees that encourage thought.  We don't have time 

for too much discussion in the meetings, so the car 

pool guys discuss the degree all the way home.  And 

that makes for a great degree presentation; knowing 

that men are still discussing the degree as we are 

locking up the building or car-pooling home.   
 

There is an attraction to Scottish Rite that I enjoy 

seeing every month.  We have men drive 2-3 hours 

just to attend the dinner and Stated Meetings every 

month, month after month.  Yes, there is an attraction 

to Scottish Rite, so share this attraction with Master 

Masons who are not yet members.  This is our only 

means of growth but more importantly this is our 

only means to share what we learn as Scottish Rite 

Masons.   
 

Our Blue Lodge tours are successful!  Fellowship, 

discussion and enjoying other lodges has been 

great.  Every lodge we visit has open arms and great 

food.  Our next Blue Lodge Tour stop is El Paso 

Lodge #13, May 10th, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Our Ambassador program is working well thanks to 

the Chief Ambassador, Bro. Blake.  Our membership 

committee is growing to encompass Member 

Retention and Member Engagement.  The fellowship 

dinners prior to Stated Meetings have been better 

attended as well.   Be sure to make reservations with 

the Secretary.  

  Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

A celebration of the Ceremony of Remembrance, 

Renewal and Commitment was conducted prior to 

the April Stated Meeting.  Several Rose Croix 

members participated in the ceremony: 
 

Jason Bunch, 32°   Dick Sater, 33° 

Vince Johnson, 32° KCCH David Burrous, 32° KCCH 

Randy Sanger, 32°  Michael “Bo” Cruz, 32° 

John Weed, 32°   Leroy Linsey, 32° 

Roger Mindenhall, 32° 

After opening the Stated Meeting by presiding 

officer Jason Bunch, 32°, dignitaries present were 

recognized and Randy Sanger, 32°, spoke about 

membership and the ongoing tours to lodges in the 

area.  The meeting was then turned over to the 5th 

degree team to exemplify the degree. 

Office Telephone numbers are: 

719-471-7966 877-471-7966 719-635-1560 

office hours are now 9a.m.-1p.m., Tuesday-Thursday 

5° Degree Team.  (Picture by John Moreno, 33°) 

Ceremony of Remembrance.  Jason Bunch, 32°, Dick Sater, 33°, David 
Burrous, 32° KCCH and Roger Mindenhall, 32°, participate in ceremony. 
(Picture by John Moreno, 33°) 
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Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 

Presentations.  It is that time of year when secondary 

schools select their outstanding recipients to receive 

the Scottish Rite JROTC Award.  As of this writing 

the following schools have participated through 

Southern Colorado Consistory:  

• Mitchell High School 

• Air Academy High School 

• Falcon High School 

• Mesa Ridge High School 

• Harrison High School 

• Doherty High School 

• Fountain Fort Carson High School 

• Vista Ridge High School 

• Pueblo West High School 

• Pueblo County High School 

• Pueblo Centennial High School 

• Pueblo East High School 

• Pueblo South High School and 

• Pueblo Central High School.  

Presentations to those selected for this honor have 

been made by brothers Rick Martin, Larry Weed, 

Randall Sanger, J.D. Potter, William Sheard, Merv 

Terrill, Dick Sater, and Roy Decker.  

First Impressions ….. 
By Blake Simmons, 32° 

 

Albert Pike said “We must pass through 

the darkness, to reach the light”. 

However, we do not have to do this 

alone my brothers.  
 

I have been Initiated, Passed and Raised in my Blue 

Lodge (Ute Pass Lodge #188 in Woodland Park), and 

now embraced and further educated in Scottish Rite 

masonry. My experience in Scottish Rite has been, 

and continues to be, a wonderful journey. While 

attaining my 32nd degree, I had what I can only say 

is one of the most impactful and positive life 

changing events I have experienced in my 60+ years.   

And these changes have continued in an ever-

unfolding manner. I am not only learning and 

growing, but I am also seeing the positive results of 

gaining “more Light in Masonry” in my own life and 

my relationship to the world around me.   
 

A couple of years ago, I finally began my own 

Masonic journey. I was blessed to become a Master 

Mason and then continued forward by joining the 

Southern Colorado Consistory of the Ancient and 

Accepted Scottish Rite. 
 

My path is different than some in the Southern 

Colorado Consistory as I attended the three-day 

Reunion in Denver as a candidate and attained my 

32nd degree there. I continued my journey by 

attending the educational classes and degrees in 

Southern Colorado Consistory as well. Both 

experiences are invaluable to me.  I enjoy the regular 

education and lodge meetings allowing me more 

time to gain a fuller understanding of the meaning 

contained in the degrees. I also appreciate the 

different perspectives I learn from other brothers. 

Regular education and involvement with the 

Brothers is so very important to understand the 

teachings in the degrees, how to incorporate them 

into your life and to enjoy a wonderful brotherhood 

experience.  
 

One of my favorite things about the Scottish Rite 

Consistory is that the brethren is comprised of many 

different Masons with different experiences. They 

come from different lodges, with backgrounds of 

different officer levels, and various involvements in 

Masonry. These fine men all know well that we all 

are first and foremost ‘on the level’ and equal as men 

and Masons. This type of knowledge and 

consideration, partnered with the teachings 

contained in the 29 Scottish Rite Degrees, along with 

the support of the Brethren, truly do make Scottish 

Rite the ‘university of Freemasonry’ and one I am so 

honored to be a member of. Any Mason can greatly 

benefit from the Scottish Rite Experience.   
 

Final thoughts…. My journey is mine and yours is 

yours. Let us share our journeys with each other in 

Masonic Brotherhood and Light and grow as men 

and brothers. My Brothers, always remember how 

great a gift it is to ‘Share the Light of Scottish Rite.” 
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VMAP Update 
By Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH, Chairman 

To my fellow Rite Members, 

 

In my last article, I announced that we 

will be forming a new committee; that of the 

Membership Engagement.  In this article, I want to 

announce that the team has been formed and will be 

chaired by Brother Bo Cruz, 32°, 

(michael.a.cruz5r@gmail.com).  As mentioned in 

my last article, this team will be responsible for 

identifying our new members and engaging with 

them while they become fully vetted and become to 

feel as a valued member of the Consistory.  They will 

do this by conducting an interview with the new 

member, keeping them informed of activities on-

going in the Consistory, working with the Reunion 

class on class projects, and other tasks as the team 

decides. If this is something you would be interested 

in, please contact Brother Bo at the email above. 
 

I want to reiterate, our plan is to focus on our 

Members, from the time they sign their petition, until 

they choose to move on for whatever reason.  To that 

end, we are building the teams and really do need 

your assistance.  I thought that by now we would be 

turning away members, but that’s not the case.  The 

Valley of Colorado Springs needs your help to see 

that we are providing as many areas of interest to our 

members as possible.   
 

Brothers, there are numerous opportunities still 

available.  We have additional committees that we 

need someone to chair and develop.  The committees 

are, to name a few: 

•  a Library and Museum Committee 

responsible for expanding and maintaining 

our holdings.   

• Another committee’s that is of real 

importance, one that will assist in keeping 

our Consistory alive and vibrant, is that of the 

Fund-Raising Committee.  This committee 

will look at ways to raise funds for not only 

the Consistory, but for our philanthropies as 

well.   

• We are also still looking for individuals to 

assist in the various departments of our 

Degree teams from property, lighting, sound, 

wardrobe, and make-up to name a few.   

• If any of you are of the IT variety, we could 

really use a chairman to head our yet to be 

formed Technology Department, a team that 

will advise, maintain and upgrade our aging 

electronic infrastructure.  

• Another important committee we need to 

have established is a Youth Outreach 

Committee to support local Masonic and 

Non-Masonic Organizations. The 

opportunities that this committee could bring 

to the Rite could be immeasurable, especially 

since the youth of today will be Masons 

tomorrow.   

• If Public Relations is your cup of tea, we 

could us a Public Relations Officer, with 

duties that may include managing contacts 

with local media to promote Valley activities.   

• Another opportunity that we’ve identified is 

Scouts. We all know of, or have been a Scout, 

and we should take every opportunity to 

liaison with the local scouts.  So, if that’s 

your area of expertise, we could use your 

help.  

I know I’ve used the word “important” numerous 

times when describing a committee, but they all are 

important and necessary to provide our members 

with the best Scottish Rite experience they can hope 

to achieve. 
 

Hopefully, in my next article I’ll be announcing the 

formation of the several new committees.  In my June 

article, I’ll be providing an update on the overall 

program and let you know how well we are doing.  I 

would like to also let the members know that we have 

created more committees and have filled a few of the 

empty slots on some of our teams. 
 

Lastly, we (VMAP) meet the 4th Wednesday of the 

month at 6:30PM. We would love to hear from you, 

and even better, see you at the meeting. 
 

  

mailto:michael.a.cruz5r@gmail.com
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A Look Back in History 
extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado: MAY 1945) 
 

MASTERS OF THE ROYAL SECRET 

In an article by the late Robert G. Ingersoll, it was 

said that a traveler stood among the ruins of an 

ancient city and asked the question:  “Why did these 

pillars crumble and fall?  Why did this great city go 

back to the dust?”  And the voice of a ghost of the 

past replied, “Because it was built by Tyranny.  The 

hands that built it were never paid; the backs that 

bore the burdens also bore the marks of the lash.  For 

this reason, the city crumbled and fell.” 

 

This law still applies, not only to nations, cities and 

governments, but to individuals as well.  If we, in the 

construction of our Temple, choose to build upon 

tyranny, ignorance, deceit, falsehood, dishonesty, 

selfishness, revenge, malice, hatred; if we choose any 

of these ruffians as cornerstones for our foundation, 

we create a building that will surely crumble and fall. 

 

Let us use then, the four Cardinal virtues of a Mason 

as cornerstones; let us use Reason, Understanding, 

Love, Truth, as living stones to complete our 

structure, and we shall erect a monument that will go 

down to eternity as a manifestation of God’s great 

intelligence. 

 

The ancient kings---the ancient rulers---knew no law 

but that of their own making, and so their ignorance 

of God’s law caused them to leave no monument but 

dust. 

 

We who try to perpetuate God’s Word through the 

beautiful teachings of Masonry, must acquaint 

ourselves with his Divine Law.  Then, truly, we shall 

be Masters of the Royal Secret. 
Missouri Consistory 

-------*------- 

 
DO WHAT YOU THINK IS RIGHT 

 

The world is a difficult world indeed, 

And the people hard to suit; 

And the man who plays on the violin 

Is a bore to the man with a flute. 

-------*------- 

Life is a series of experiences, each one of which 

makes us bigger, even though sometimes it is hard to 

realize this.  For the world was built to develop 

character, and we must learn that the setbacks and 

griefs which we endure help us in our marching 

forward. 
Henry Ford, 33° 

-------*------- 
 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado: April 1945) 
 

LET’S FIND OUT 
 

You have had prospective candidates say, “I’d like to 

join, but I can’t take a day away from my business.” 
 

Some really believe what they say.  They’ll take three 

days off for a fishing or hunting trip, or for a 

convention, etc., but their business would go to ruin 

if they joined us.  Men can find time to do anything 

they want to do.  The above is just a declination. 
 

There never was and never will be a convenient time 

for these brothers.  When business is good---they can 

afford it, but can’t take the time.  When business is 

bad---they can take time, but cannot spare the money. 
 

So, let’s find out.  Business is good, they can afford 

it.  They can literally “eat their cake and still have it.”  

Invite them again and let’s find out if they really want 

to come. 
Exchange 

-------*------- 
 

extract from the Monthly Bulletin of the ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED 

SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY for the Valley of Pueblo-Orient of 

Colorado: September 1945) 
 

CO-OPERATION 
 

All have a share in the beauty, 

All have a share in the plan. 

What, does it matter, what duty, 

Falls to the lot of a man. 
 

Some one has blended the plaster, 

Some one has carried the stone. 

Neither the man nor the master, 

Ever builded alone. 
 

Building a room from the weather, 

Or building a house for the king, 

Only by working together, 

Men have accomplished a thing. 
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Planning Calendar 
May 2019 … 
1st (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

   6:00 pm  Missing Man Ceremony (before dinner) 

7:00 pm   Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

     Conferring Degrees 

      Exemplify the 20th Degree 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 4/30 at 12:00 pm.) 

Ham - Scalloped Potatoes - Broccoli 

Salad, Rolls 

Apple Pie 

Coffee/Tea 

29th (Wednesday)  4:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting 

june 2019 … 
5th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – OPEN MEETING 

      Presentation: Civil Disobedience by Ray Dunn, 32° KCCH 

29th (Saturday)    Conferring Degrees 

      Communicate the 21st through 24th Degrees 

Exemplify the 25th degree 

Communicate the 26th through 29th degrees 

26th (Wednesday)  4:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting 

September 2019 … 
4th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – OPEN MEETING 

      Presentation: TBD 

28th (Saturday)    Conferring Degrees 

      Exemplify the 30th degree and 32nd Degree 

Communicate the 31st degree  

october 2019 … 
2nd (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – OPEN MEETING 

      Feast of Tishri hosted by the Lodge of Perfection during dinner 

Presentation: TBD 

31st (Thursday)    Reunion (start of traditional format) 
 

november 2019 … 
1st (Friday)    Reunion 

2nd (Saturday)    Reunion 

     Banquet 

6th (Wednesday)   5:00 pm  Membership Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 
 

December 2019 … 
4th (Wednesday)   7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – Elections 
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Editor’s Corner 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

 

Memorial Day is a somber day for me.  

As a retiree of the United States Air 

Force, I know first-hand about the 

sacrifices our military men and women make for our 

nation. And I know and respect the price paid for that 

service.  With that in mind, I have collected, from 

various sources, the following information about this 

day. 
 

Memorial Day (or Decoration Day) is a federal 

holiday in the United States for remembering and 

honoring persons who have died while serving in the 

United States Armed Forces. The holiday, which is 

currently observed every year on the last Monday of 

May, was most recently held on May 28, 2018. 

Memorial Day was previously observed on May 30 

from 1868 to 1970.  
 

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials on 

Memorial Day, particularly to honor those who died 

in military service. Many volunteers place an 

American flag on each grave in national cemeteries. 
 

Two other days celebrate those who 

serve or have served in the U.S. 

military: Veterans Day, which 

celebrates the service of all U.S. 

military veterans; and Armed 

Forces Day, a minor U.S. 

remembrance celebrated earlier in 

May, specifically honoring those 

currently serving in the U.S. 

military. 
 

The emergence and evolution of the 

Memorial Day holiday in the United States has been 

a highly controversial subject. The University of 

Mississippi's Center for Civil War Research and 

Columbus State University's Center for Memorial 

Day Research serve as excellent starting points for 

investigating the topic.  
 

The practice of decorating soldiers' graves with 

flowers is an ancient custom.  Soldiers' graves were 

decorated in the U.S. before and during the American 

Civil War.  
 

Some believe that an annual cemetery decoration 

practice began before the American Civil War and 

thus may reflect the real origin of the "memorial day" 

idea.  Annual 

Decoration Days for 

particular 

cemeteries are still 

held on a Sunday in 

late spring or early 

summer in some 

rural areas of the 

American South, 

notably in the 

mountain areas. In 

cases involving a 

family graveyard 

where remote 

ancestors as well as 

those who were 

deceased more recently are buried, this may take on 

the character of an extended family reunion to which 

some people travel hundreds of miles. People gather, 

put flowers on graves and renew contacts with 

relatives and others. There often is a religious service 

and a picnic-like "dinner on the grounds", the 

traditional term for a potluck meal at a church.  
 

On June 3, 1861, 

Warrenton, Virginia was 

the location of the first Civil 

War soldier's grave ever to 

be decorated, according to a 

Richmond Times-Dispatch 

newspaper article in 1906.  
 

In 1862, women in 

Savannah, Georgia 

decorated Confederate 

soldiers' graves according 

to the Savannah Republican. The 1863 cemetery 

dedication at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, was a 

ceremony of commemoration at the graves of dead 

soldiers. Some have therefore claimed that Lincoln 

was the founder of Memorial Day. On July 4, 1864, 

ladies decorated soldiers' graves according to local 

historians in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, yet the 

principal grave they claim to have decorated was of 

a man who was not dead yet. Nonetheless, Boalsburg 

promotes itself as the birthplace of Memorial Day.  
 

In April 1865, following President Abraham 

Lincoln's assassination, commemorations were 

widespread. The more than 600,000 soldiers of both 

sides who died in the Civil War meant that burial and 

“Our debt to the heroic men 

and valiant women in the 

service of our country can 

never be repaid. They have 

earned our undying 

gratitude.” Harry S. Truman 

1870 Decoration Day parade in St. Paul, 
Minnesota 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_national_cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_Day#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_Day#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_reunion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potluck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrenton,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savannah,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gettysburg,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boalsburg,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln#Assassination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln#Assassination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1870DecorationDayStPaulMNphotoCharlesZimmerman.jpg
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memorialization took on new cultural significance. 

Under the leadership of women during the war, an 

increasingly formal practice of decorating graves had 

taken shape. In 1865, the federal government began 

creating national military cemeteries for the Union 

war dead.  
 

The Civil War, which ended in the spring of 

1865, claimed more lives than any conflict in 

U.S. history and required the establishment of 

the country’s first national cemeteries.  
 

On May 5, 1868, copying the southern annual 

observance of the previous three years, General John 

A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic, an 

organization of Union veterans founded in Decatur, 

Illinois, established Decoration Day as a time for the 

nation to decorate the graves of the Union war dead 

with flowers. “The 30th of 

May, 1868, is designated for 

the purpose of strewing with 

flowers, or otherwise 

decorating the graves of 

comrades who died in defense 

of their country during the late 

rebellion, and whose bodies 

now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet 

churchyard in the land,” he proclaimed. The date 

of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen 

because it wasn’t the anniversary of any 

particular battle. 
 

On the first Decoration Day, General James 

Garfield made a speech at Arlington National 

Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated the 

graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate 

soldiers buried there.  
 

By the 20th century, various Union and Confederate 

memorial traditions, celebrated on different days, 

merged, and Memorial Day eventually extended to 

honor all Americans who died while in the military 

service.  
 

By the late 1860s, Americans in various towns 

and cities had begun holding springtime tributes 

to these countless fallen soldiers, decorating 

their graves with flowers and reciting prayers.  
 

It is unclear where exactly this tradition 

originated; numerous different communities may 

have independently initiated the memorial 

gatherings. Nevertheless, in 1966 the federal 

government declared Waterloo, New York, the 

official birthplace of Memorial Day. Waterloo—

which first celebrated the day on May 5, 1866—

was chosen because it hosted an annual, 

community-wide event, during which businesses 

closed and residents decorated the graves of 

soldiers with flowers and flags. 
 

Memorial Day, as Decoration Day gradually 

came to be known, originally honored only those 

lost while fighting in the Civil War. But during 

World War I the United States found itself 

embroiled in another major conflict, and the 

holiday evolved to commemorate American 

military personnel who died in all wars. For 

decades, Memorial Day continued to be observed 

on May 30, the date Logan had selected for the 

first Decoration Day. But in 

1968 Congress passed the 

Uniform Monday Holiday 

Act, which established 

Memorial Day as the last 

Monday in May in order to 

create a three-day weekend 

for federal employees; the 

change went into effect in 

1971. The same law also declared Memorial Day 

a federal holiday. 
 

Since it all started with the Civil War, you might 

want to brush up on your knowledge of this event by 

visiting the Library of Congress Civil War 

collection, which includes more than a 

thousand photographs. 
 

The wearing of poppies in honor of America’s war 

dead is traditionally done on Memorial Day (not 

Veterans Day). The origin of the red poppy as a 

modern-day symbol of this day was actually the idea 

of an American woman, Miss Moina Michael. 
 

“This nation will remain the 

land of the free only so long 

as it is the home of the 

brave.”  Elmer Davis 

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Logan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Logan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_of_the_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decatur,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decatur,_Illinois
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-dead-honored-on-decoration-day
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_Army
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history/pictures/memorial-day/birthplace-of-memorial-day
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
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In war-torn battlefields, the red field poppy (papaver 

rhoeas) was one of the first plants to grow. Its seeds 

scattered in the wind and sat dormant in the ground, 

only germinating when the ground is disturbed—as 

it was by the very brutal fighting during World 

War 1. 
 

The practice of wearing of poppies was further 

inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” written 

in 1915 by Canadian soldier John McCrae. He saw 

the poppies in burials around his artillery position 

in Belgium. 

 

Today, poppies are both the symbol of loss of life as 

a symbol of recovery and new life, especially in 

support of those servicemen who were damaged 

physically or emotionally.  
 

Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans 

Day. Memorial Day is a day for remembering and 

honoring military personnel who died in the service 

of their country, particularly those who died in battle 

or as a result of wounds sustained in battle. 
 

While those who died are also 

remembered, Veterans Day is the day set aside to 

thank and honor ALL who served—in wartime or 

peacetime—and whether they died or 

survived. Veterans Day is always observed officially 

on November 11, regardless of the day of the week 

on which it falls.  

Masonic Charity 
 

The Greeks had a word, charisma, meaning a gift, 

and a number of words from the same root, variously 

suggesting rejoicing, gladness. The Latins had a 

similar word, carus, and meaning dear, possibly 

connected with am or, signifying love. From these 

roots came "grace," meaning a free, unbought gift, as 

in the theological phrase, "the grace of God," and 

"charity." Strictly speaking, charity is an act done 

freely, and spontaneously out of friendship, not as a 

civic duty and grudgingly, as is sometimes the case 

in public charity. The Masonic use of the word is 

much nearer this original sense, for a Mason extends 

relief not as a duty but out of friendship. 
 

Why Masons are so concerned with Philanthropy can 

be explained by considering what Masonry is. If 

echoing the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians ‘the 

greatest of these is charity’ is undeniably the most 

noticeable activity, Freemasonry without Charity 

could never be. 
 

The duty of Masons to ‘give in the cause of charity’ 

was stressed by William Preston in his Illustrations 

of Masonry (1772).  He laid it down as axiomatic that 

‘To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all 
men, but particularly on Freemasons, who are linked 

together by an indissoluble chain of sincere 

affection. To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with 

their misfortunes, to compassionate their miseries, 

and to restore their troubled minds, is the great aim 

we have in view’.  
 

While we hear much talk about this fundamental trait 

in Freemasonry, are we doing enough?  I wonder.  

Although we do a pretty good job of supporting 

RiteCare in Scottish Rite Masonry, what about the 

Almoner?  Ask yourself, am I supporting the 

almoner?  His work never ends; and he needs your 

help! 
  

In Flanders Fields 
by John McCrae, May 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
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may 

Birthdays 
1st  Wieger, Clifford Robert   9th  McCormick, Robert Harold     17th Tedrow, Charles Edward 

2nd Pettigrew, Alexander   Christopher Jerid      19th Ross, James William 

Smith, Larry David      11th Ashley, Travis David        Adams, Alva Blanchard 

3rd Tigner, Roger Duane   Deppen, Frederick George      22th Stroh, Timothy James 

4th Underwood, Gerald Patrick    12th Sonksen, Leon Erick       24th Campbell, Gerald R 

7th Jeter, Donald Thomas       13th Jones, Warren Earl       25th Koons, Dexter D 

Hauck, James William 15th Sheard, William Henry      28th Phelan, Darrel Lee 

8th Bowling, David C   Sheets, Dan Eugene       29th Davies, William Nelson 

 Estep, George William  Tatum, James Stuart       30th Neuhauser, Brian Keith 

     Bunch, Jason Michael 
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(Masonic Expectations – from page 1) 

Masonry had of me twenty years ago.  So, I tried to 

evaluate two things.  Does Freemasonry measure up 

and do I measure up to Freemasonry? 
 

My first experience with Masonry was when I was 

about nineteen years old.   I became associated with 

an older gentleman who spoke to me about Masonry 

and piqued my interest in our fraternity. His name 

was Sherwood Griffith. we called him Sherry.   He 

was a welder by trade and a Masonic advocate by 

belief.  I only sat in Lodge with him one time, but his 

influence on my Masonic life has been profound. 
 

Sherry wasn’t family, but he was close enough to be 

and I only saw him at family functions. He traveled 

a great deal in his work and aside from his own 

family his conversation centered around his travels, 

both professional travels and Masonic Travels. 
 

His love of this fraternity was immense.  He instilled 

in me an interest in Masonry.  He talked about the 

history of our organization, its role as an influential 

guidance to our historical leaders and its place in the 

spiritual development of all men who chose to be 

influenced in that positive manner. 
 

In regards to his attendance at Masonic meetings, he 

spoke with open pleasure at being able to spend a 

wholesome night out with the boys.  Fellowship with 

men he called it and his open and profound love of 

Masonry made me want to be a part of it. 

In reflecting on what my expectations were of 

Masonry twenty years ago, I thought about Sherry. 

He gave me the basic drive to want to be a Mason. 
 

And just what did I expect? Very plainly, I expected 

only four things of this fraternity: 

• to enjoy wholesome fellowship with men; 

• a historical education not readily available in 

the schools; 

• social opportunity by association with the 

type of men I anticipated to be members of 

the Lodge, and 

• and, somewhat ashamedly, professional 

opportunity.  

Sherry had told me how doors for him in his 

profession seemed to open up after he became a 

Mason, and quite frankly, I expected the same. 

 

I don’t really know what Masonry expected of me, 

but I found out very fast as I received my degrees.  

Masonry expected me to be a man of sound character 

and that I would improve if I took its lessons to heart 

and lived my life accordingly. 
 

Looking back over twenty years and evaluating the 

expectations I had, it is appropriate for me to 

determine whether, or not, Masonry has met my 

expectations.  And, in all honesty, it has not! 

Masonry has so far exceeded those expectations that 

I would be doing our Fraternity a disservice to imply 

that it only met my expectations.  In fact, I am 

embarrassed to admit that I expected so little of being 

a Mason, I did not do our fraternity justice! 
 

Let me explain my feelings here.  You see, I was 

impressed immediately with the historical nature of 

our fraternity and the unique perspective that 

Masonry brings to the history and development of 

man.  I wanted to know more.  That need to know 

was reinforced by the fact that the men giving me my 

degree know it.  They had memorized it and 

rehearsed it and wanted to make an impression on me 

about the importance of what they were saying.  They 

did make an impression. I wanted to be able to give 

a degree with the same skill and elocution that they 

did.  From the time I heard those degrees, I wanted 

to go through the chairs. I wanted to speak to this 

body with the same confidence and skill that they 

did. 
 

It was at that point that I began to see the relationship 

between my Masonic expectations and Masonic 

reality. 
 

The reality is that you can learn a lot of history by 

being a Mason, but you must attend meetings and do 

some studying and talk to some Masonic historians.  

It’s like anything else in life.  You get out of it what 

you put in.  My job doesn’t allow me to put as much 

time in as I would like, but when the effort is there 

the rewards are beyond all expectations! 
 

Reality is that a Lodge meeting is definitely 

fellowship with men, but the key is what my friend 

Sherry told me to expect was wholesome fellowship 

with men.  A night away from your family perhaps, 

but in pursuit of something worthwhile and 

something your family can be proud of you for 

pursuing. 
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There is value in a wholesome evening with men 

who share your desire to see good in the world. These 

evenings in their company give me hope that the 

world is not as bleak as the news reports tell us.  I 

find refuge in our belief in God and in good.  

Masonry did that for me and it can do the same for 

any man. 

I expected social opportunity and the reality is that I 

did experience an opportunity to expand my social 

contacts.  But I have experienced more than that.  I 

have made some very good friends. 
 

More importantly, I have seen what good friends are 

willing to do for one another.  I am reminded that 

social contacts are meaningless.  They don’t turn into 

friendships because of your 

Masonic affiliation.  That 

happens only if you truly 

share a belief in the lessons 

of this fraternity.  Masonry, 

and watching good Masons 

help one another, has 

shown me the value of 

human companionship. 

Masonry did that for me 

and it can do the same for 

any man. 
 

Probably the greatest 

conflict between my 

Masonic expectations and 

Masonic reality occurred 

with my expectation of professional opportunity.  I 

believe a lot of non-Masons have that expectation.  

The reality is that a man progresses in life based on 

his adherence to a strong work ethic and his talent to 

do his job well to the benefit of his employer.  That 

holds true if you work for yourself, another human 

being, the government, or serve in the private sector.  

It is possible for a man to be considered for 

advancement because another man knows him to be 

a Mason.  But if his work doesn’t measure up, or if 

he proves to be less a Mason than first believed, his 

advancement will not last.  Good Masons won’t let 

incompetent men advance at the expense of their own 

reputations or that of their fraternity. 
 

This fraternity does not teach favoritism, and we 

should not condone it.  Masonry doesn’t promise 

advancement.  It offers opportunity for 

improvement, but the burden to improve is on each 

of us. Masonry taught me that and it can do the same 

for any man. 
 

There is perhaps another reality about our fraternity 

that comes to mind.  Masonry is not perfection and 

being a Mason does not make any man perfect.  We 

have made some mistakes in who we have let into 

our fraternity and in some who we have kept out.  We 

have all met Masons whose behavior was a source of 

embarrassment to us.  We were not embarrassed by 

our fraternity but rather by our association with that 

individual.  The point is, however, we judge people 

like that, not on their station in life, not on their 

employment status, but on how they conduct 

themselves in the eyes of the world and in the 

presence of their fellow 

man. 
 

For those who believe the 

lessons taught in this 

fraternity we come to 

know, what I think, my 

friend Sherry really was 

trying to express: there is a 

sense of acceptance for 

what we are good men 

trying to be better, trying to 

make the world better, and 

trying to help one another. 
 

Has Masonry met my 

expectations?  No, because 

it has surpassed everything 

I ever expected our fraternity to be. 
 

Have I met Masonry’s expectations of me?  I don’t 

know.  I know I try to be worthy of being a Mason.  

I try to be a good man.  I also know I fail sometimes 

and that bothers me.  But I try again. Life and 

learning taught me always to try again.  Masonry’s 

lessons have helped me to focus on those things in 

life worth trying to achieve.  Faith in God, love of 

family and a desire to do 

better. 
 

Have I met Masonry’s 

expectations of me?  I 

don’t know.  You are 

Masonry and that is 

your judgement. 
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Truth 
Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 

 

The real object of Freemasonry, in a 

philosophical and religious sense, is 

the search for truth. This truth is, 

therefore, symbolized by the Word. From the first 

entrance of the Apprentice into the Lodge, until his 

reception of the highest degree, this search is 

continued. It is not always found and a substitute 

must sometimes be provided. Yet whatever be the 

labors he performs, whatever the ceremonies through 

which he passes, whatever the symbols in which he 

may be instructed, whatever the final reward he may 

obtain, the true end of all is the attainment of Truth. 
 

This idea of truth is not the same as that expressed in 

the lecture of the First Degree, where Brotherly 

Love, Relief, and Truth are there said to be the "three 

great tenets of a Mason's profession." In that 

connection, Truth, which is called a "Divine 

Attribute, the foundation of every virtue," is 

synonymous with Sincerity, honesty of expression, 

and plain dealing. The higher idea of truth which 

pervades the whole Masonic system, and which is 

symbolized by the Word, is that which is properly 

expressed to a knowledge of God. There was an 

Egyptian goddess named in the Hebrew, Thm, or 

Thme, meaning integritas, or Justice and Truth. 
 

This is one of the three great Masonic principles 

represented among the Egyptians by an ostrich 

feather; and the judicial officer was also thus 

represented, "because that bird, unlike others, has all 

its feathers equal," Horapollo. The Hebrew word ion, 

signifies an Ostrich, as also a Council; and the word 

Rnne, is interpreted, poetically, an ostrich, and also a 

song of joy, or of Praise; hence, "the happy souls thus 

ornamented, under the inspection of the lords of the 

heart's joy, gathered fruits from celestial trees." In the 

judgment in Amenti, the soul advances toward the 

goddess Thme, who wears on her head the ostrich 

feather. In the scale, Anubis and Horus weigh the 

actions of the deceased; on one side is the ostrich 

feather, and on the other, the vase containing the 

heart. Should the weight of the heart be greater than 

the feather, the soul is entitled to be received into the 

celestial courts. The forty-two judges, with heads 

ornamented with ostrich feathers, sit aloft to 

pronounce judgment (see Book of the Dead). 

 

A Journey  
By Floyd Davis, 32° (alias Brother Walker/walking) 

 

A man asks to join masonry.  In short order he is told 

that he has entered onto a journey, one that lasts a 

lifetime.  Are you on your journey?  

I am and would like to tell you 

about it, but before I do that try to 

understand who I am.  My mission 

is to be, to learn all I can in order 

to make all I can for the purpose 

of giving all I can because I am 

what I am. 
 

How many times does something beautiful happen in 

life, be it simple or extraordinary, and you think to 

yourself, wow I wish I could hold onto this day a 

little longer? “The connection of material light with 

this emblematic mental illumination was prominently 

exhibited in all the ancient systems of religion and 

esoteric systems.”  Albert Mackey 
 

I am a pastor, counselor, teacher, student, and a man 

still learning from 

masonry.  I am on my 

journey.  Light, darkness, 

good, bad, joy, sadness, 

etc. all these emotions or 

feeling make up the total 

of most, if not all, people’s 

lives; I know it describes 

mine.  Sometime in the relative past, I 

crafted a journey stick.  Maybe you saw me 

walking around the Consistory with it.   

Maybe you stopped and asked me about it.  

Creating a journey stick is one way to 

poetically strengthen our connection to the 
natural world, as they intertwine person, 

place, and time.  The most amazing thing 

about this method of remembering is its 

ability to capture individual perspective 

and personal narratives.  As beautiful and 

ornate as this particular stick is, the stick is 

merely a tool telling a story.  What we do 

with that short period of time we call 

our life is the real tablet and meaning 

of our lives.  Masonry really 

provides some prolific symbols for 

us to evaluate or analyze the net 

value of a life well-lived.  Light is a 

significant Freemason symbol 

Journey sticks were used 
by Australian aboriginals 
and native Americans to 
recount their travels by 
collecting interesting 
items as reminders along 
the way. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Mackey
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representing truth and knowledge. When a candidate 

goes through the initiation and understands the truths 

of Masonry, he is considered enlightened. Though 

many ancient civilizations worshipped the Sun, to 

Freemasons light is not material, but a representation 

of knowledge.  Could it also mean the awakening of 

those dormant higher faculties of the soul which 

endows their possessor with “Light” in the form of 

new enhanced consciousness and enlarged 

perceptive faculty as WB John Murphy, PM, Hiram 

and Lebanon Lodge #3, GRPEI proposes.    Our 

Ancient English brethren also considered it an 

emblem of the Sun. In the old Lectures they said: 

“The Blazing Star or Glory in the center refers us to 

that Grand Luminary the Sun, which enlightens the 

Earth, and by its genial influence dispenses blessings 

to mankind…” (A. Pike)  Behind its more elementary 

and obvious symbolism, behind its counsels to virtue 

and conventional morality, there exists the 

framework of a scheme of initiation into that higher 

path of life where the secrets and mysteries of our 

being are to be learned; a scheme that reproduces for 

us the main features of the Ancient Mysteries that 

were proscribed 15 centuries ago.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of us have an opportunity to discuss our journeys 

within and without masonry.  To Freemasons, Acacia 

is a symbol of immortality of the soul. By its 

evergreen and unchanging nature this sacred plant 

reminds a person of that we will all should strive to 

follow a better spiritual path within us. Our 

spirituality is as an emanation from the Grand 

Architect of the Universe, and as such it can never 

die.  (A. Sutherland) 
 

We could use the journey stick to talk about masonic 

philosophy, history or how our life is affected, but 

remember that the stick is a collection of symbols.  If 

we do so, we can open our minds to the changes and 

impacts of our lives.  In future newsletters, I hope to 

discuss more on masonic symbols and individual 

journeys through an ongoing discussion emanating 

from the brethren and the brethren to the newsletter 

editor.  Through a facility known as LETTERS TO 

THE EDITOR, we hope to begin a dialog 

about our individual journeys.  Look for 

this in the future. 

 

Scottish Rite Entered 

Apprentice Degree  
By Bill Klatil,  33° 

 

Germania Lodge #46 F&AM recently performed the 

Red Lodge Degrees at the Denver Consistory to a 

large audience of Blue Lodge members from all over 

Colorado including over 40 EA's and FC's.  The 

Knights of Saint Andrews of Denver Consistory also 

participated in the presentation, forming the Arch of 

Steel and other escorting and security duties. 
 

There are vast differences in the presentation of this 

degree with props being used to emulate earth, water, 

and fire.  The interaction between the candidate and 

the Lodge are many and varied and although there 

was an exchange between the two, it was explained 

that the ceremony could be quite lengthy if the 

questions did not receive a proper response. It is 

required that the Lodge be satisfied with the answers 

before continuing.  Charity was exemplified as a key 

element in the degree.   Many parts throughout the 

degree could be found in the Colorado Blue Lodge 

ritual.  Similar teachings were displayed and many of 

the same ideas, though communicated differently, 

are found in our work. 
 

The setup of the Lodge was also different in that the 

columns (Boaz and Jachin) were closer to the altar 

and to enter that area was not always permitted.  All 

officers were part of the ceremony and the Secretary 

took an important part near the end of the activities. 

His desk was occupied by the candidate and the 

candidate was sternly admonished to remember his 

obligation before violating the same.  
 

All in all it was an experience to behold.  It is 

recommended that if you did not have an opportunity 

to see the degree, it would be well worth your time 

to visit the 16th District in New Orleans to see the 

Scottish Rite presentation of the first three degrees in 

Masonry.  This presentation will be the subject of 

discussion for many years to come. 

Email:       
socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

Subject:  Letters to the Editor 

http://theeducator.ca/morality/
mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
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