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Much has happened around SCC recently with more to come!  First, we celebrated some of our brethren receiving 

much deserved Honors.  Next, we celebrated the Centennial 100-year Anniversary of Southern Colorado 

Consistory. 
 

November has our Stated Meeting, the Fall Reunion and 

associated banquet and in December we have our beloved 

SGIG retiring and elections for 2020 Officers with some 

possible changes.  Seems like things are pretty busy for 
the end of the year and next year could be even better.  So, 

why don’t you check it out.  You might find something 

you would like to be involved in around SCC.  Changes 

are coming.  We would sure like to have you being 

involved!
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From the PR 
Robert R. Cook, 33° 

 

What are the bodies of the Rite? 
 

We have four bodies in our Consistory.  

They are the Lodge of Perfection, the 

Chapter of Rose Croix, the Council of Kadosh and 

the Consistory.  Each is “responsible” for degrees in 

the Rite.  The Lodge of Perfection is responsible for 

the 4th through the 14th degrees – the Ineffable 

Degrees.  The Chapter of Rose Croix is responsible 

for the 15th through the 18th degree – degrees of the 

Second Temple.  The Council of Kadosh is 

responsible for the 19th through the 30th degrees – the 

Philosophical and Chivalric degrees.  The Consistory 

is responsible for the 31st and 32nd degrees – degrees 

of the Masters of the Royal Secret.   
 

OK, so most of us already know this.  Why restate it?  

Because I want our four bodies to take on more 

responsibility for all the members of the Consistory.  

Officers in the respective bodies are not honorary 

positions.  They are real jobs and they should have 

real responsibilities.  There should be measurable 

goals for all the bodies.  
   

How to get there?  This has been a stumbling block 

for me for five (5) months now.  At first, I wanted to 

make wholesale changes.  Then I realized that it was 

too much to take on by the beginning of next year.  

So, I am using some recent job descriptions as a 

starting point.  There are some modifications needed 

to fit with our recent changes to the methods of 

degree conferrals.  I will expect the primary officers 

in each body to work with me to generate measurable 

goals so the by the end of the year we will have a 
more detailed set of job descriptions and goals.   
 

I do not see the lines in the bodies as progressive.  

Appointments will be made and each job will have 

or will get measurable tasks.  The goal of the primary 

leaders will be to teach, coach, and exemplify good 

leadership skills.  It is a disservice to our Rite (as it 

is in the Blue Lodge) to promote Masons up the line 

without any coaching or guidance.  Leadership can 

be taught/coached.  Some will be better than others, 

but all that want to develop leadership skills should 

get the chance.  The nominations in December will 

look different from the past, but it is my belief that 

we can build a stronger team in the bodies by 

focusing on responsibilities and accomplishments. 
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the last Friday of the 

month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  

Articles should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  

Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with 

proper credits may be included with your submission.  

Articles may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   
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Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 

 

 

Honors Night was celebrated recently in Denver.  

Congratulations to those being recognized.  

 

 

 

The October Stated Meeting was 

preceded by the Feast of Tishri ceremony 

before dinner.  Venerable Master Barry 

Nightingale, 33°, presided.  After dinner, 

the meeting was opened with Ill. Bro. 

Nightingale presiding assisted by Wise Master Jason 

Bunch, 32°, Commander Norman Pechacek, 32°, and 

Master of Kadosh Vincent Johnson, 32° KCCH. 
 

Wise Master Bunch read a memorial 

scroll for Bros. James F. Woodworth 

and Donald T. Jeters. 
 

Ill. Bro. James Eaches, 33°, 

reported that SCC was 

under budget as of September 30th.   
 

Ill. Bro. Nightingale presented a 

video/audio communication describing 

the similarities and differences between the Northern 

and Southern jurisdictions.  Despite some visual 

technical difficulties, the audio still provided some 

interesting information on the subject. 
 

The 2020 dues are now being collected and members 

are forwarding them to the Secretary.  Completion of 

this task will allow SCC officers and members to 

concentrate on the other necessary work. 
 

The Fall 2019 Reunion is upon us.  We have several 

candidates for this class and hope that many of the 

members will attend to support these aspiring 

masons.  

 

Knights of St. Andrew 
By T’Chris Gardner, 32° 

 

Hello My Brothers!  
 

Your KSA has enjoyed 
serving the 

Consistory this year and we are 
gearing up to report attendance for 
the year.  We’ll present the results of 
this year’s Koins for Kids drive in 
December.  If you’ve got one of our 
Mason Jars, bring it with you, we’d 
love to count your contribution as well.  You’ve only got 
one more Stated meeting and the Reunion to get on the 
books for this year! 
 

Traditionally, we say that the “dark time” of the year is a 
quiet introspective time, but if you’re like us, you’ll be 
busy attending Holiday events, spending time with loved 
(and not so loved ☺) family and friends.  Your Blue Lodge 
and the Consistory will hold their annual officer 
elections, and many year-end reports will get filed-both 
Masonicly and in the mundane world.  Make sure you 
attend the events that matter and spend time with those 
you love.   

Office Telephone numbers are: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

office hours are now 9a.m.-1p.m., 

Tuesday-Thursday 

2019 SCC 33° Honormen 

L-R Karl Hinkle, Orient Personal Representative; Robert Cook, 

SCC Personal Representative; Stephen Munsinger, SGIG; 

Barry Nightingale, Honoree; and Ray Dunn, Honoree. 

2019 KCCH Honormen 

Including Honorees Michael Palmer and Randy Sanger. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=knights+of+st+andrew+history&id=B5EDB1145A16A0F7467F5FDA7DA9377CE579C68F&FORM=IQFRBA
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Editor’s Corner 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

 

If you missed the Centennial 

Celebration you missed a rare night at 

SCC.  Approximately 65 members and 

guests came together to enjoy a 

wonderful steak dinner prepared by Mike Palmer, 

32° KCCH and an enthusiastic group of helpers 

including Jeremiah Smith, 32°, and his wife 

Savannah.  Bro. Palmer obtained the Al Kaly 

Shriners Band to play prior to a dinner served by the 

Fountain Valley Chapter #155, OES.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dignitaries included Ill. Bro. Stephen M. Munsinger, 

33°, SGIG.  Other honored guests included Ill. Bro. 

Karl Hinkle, 33°, Orient Personal Representative and 

his wife; Ronald D. Birely, 33°, Personal 

Representative for the Valley of Denver and his wife; 

and Ill. Bro. Robert R. Cook, 33°, Personal 

Representative for the Valley of Colorado 

Springs/Pueblo and his wife. 
 

After dinner, the program 

began with Brother Vincent 

Johnson, 32° KCCH, 

delivering a short history of 

Scottish Rite Masonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction, and 

an explanation of the caps worn by brothers of this 

jurisdiction.   
 

Ill. Bro. DJ Cox, 33°, gave 

an enlightening presentation 

of the history of the 

Consistory beginning with 

the formation of our Orient 

in Colorado to present day activities with this Valley.  

Intermingled with his presentation was a series of 

questions to the audience with the reward for correct 

answers being a copy of the latest version of Morals 

and Dogma (Annotated Version by Arturo de Hoyos, 

33°, Grand Cross).  At the conclusion of his 

presentation, Ill. Bro. Cox quoted news 

commentator, Paul Harvey, with his famous ending 

– “And now you know the rest of the story”.  We were 

left with the charge, where do we go from here?   
 

Copies of the history, in electronic form, may be 

obtained by contacting the Secretary Dick Sater, 33°, 

or myself. 
 

As we embark on new chapters of our history, let us 

do so with dedication and the motivation to do better.  

We have the Fall Reunion coming up on November 

7-9, 2019.  Let’s begin with a good turnout of 

members to welcome this new class.  We owe it to 

them and to ourselves! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L-R Robert Cook, 33°, PR; Stephen 
Munsinger, 33°, SGIG; DJ Cox, 33°) 

Photo by John Moreno, 33°) 
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Thanksgiving 

Proclamation 
 

In October of 1789 the United 

States had only emerged from 

the Revolutionary War by a 

scant few years. We had newly 

elected our first President, 

George Washington (raised to 

the Sublime Degree of Master 

Mason in the Lodge at Fredericksburg on August 4th, 

1753), and the Congress was busy delivering the 

fresh-off-the-presses Bill of Rights that had been 

adopted as the first ten amendments to the new 

Constitution to the state capitols of the new United 

States. The Judiciary act of 1789 formed the entire 

federal judiciary, including the Supreme Court. 
 

However, even in these hectic times of nation 

building, our first President, Brother George 

Washington, took the time to remember and 

acknowledge the debt we as Americans all owe to the 

Divine in the first Thanksgiving Proclamation: 
 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 

the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to 

be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore 

His protection and favor; and Whereas both Houses 

of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested 

me to “recommend to the people of the United States 

a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be 

observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the 

many and signal favors of Almighty God, especially 

by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 

establish a form of government for their safety and 

happiness: 
 

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign 

Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to be 

devoted by the people of these States to the service of 

that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent 

author of all the good that was, that is, or that will 

be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him 

our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and 

protection of the people of this country previous to 

their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold 

mercies and the favorable interpositions of His 

providence in the course and conclusion of the late 

war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, and 

plenty which we have since enjoyed; for the 

peaceable and rational manner in which we have 

been enabled to establish constitutions of 

government for our safety and happiness, and 

particularly the national one now lately instituted for 

the civil and religious liberty with which we are 

blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and 

diffusing useful knowledge; and, in general, for all 

the great and various favors which He has been 

pleased to confer upon us. 
 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly 

offering our prayers and supplications to the great 

Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to 

pardon our national and other transgressions; to 

enable us all, whether in public or private stations, 

to perform our several and relative duties properly 

and punctually; to render our National Government 

a blessing to all the people by constantly being a 

Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, 

discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to 

protect and guide all sovereigns and nations 

(especially such as have shown kindness to us), and 

to bless them with good governments, peace, and 

concord; to promote the knowledge and practice of 

true religion and virtue, and the increase of science 

among them and us; and, generally to grant unto all 

mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He 

alone knows to be best.  
 

Given under my hand, at the city of New York, the 3d day of 

October, A.D. 1789.” 

*** *** *** 

The year that is drawing towards 

its close, has been filled with the 

blessings of fruitful fields and 

healthful skies. To these bounties, 

which are so constantly enjoyed 

that we are prone to forget the 

source from which they come, 

others have been added, which 

are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail 

to penetrate and soften even the heart which is 

habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence 

of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of 
unequalled magnitude and severity, which has 

sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to 

provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved 

with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws 

have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has 

prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of 

military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly 

contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the 

http://merefreemasonry.com/thanksgiving-proclamation/
http://merefreemasonry.com/thanksgiving-proclamation/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Abraham+Lincoln&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=abraham+lincoln&stid=ba542069-a20a-498e-6321-06fed8bbf2ee&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
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Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of strength 

from the fields of peaceful industry to the national 

defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle, or 

the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of our 

settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal 

as of the precious metals, have yielded even more 

abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily 

increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been 

made in the camp, the siege and the battlefield; and 

the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of 

augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect 

continuance of years with large increase of freedom. 

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal 

hand worked out these great things. They are the 

gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while 

dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 

nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me 

fit and proper that they should be solemnly, 

reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one 

heart and voice by the whole American People. I do 

therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the 

United States, and also those who are at sea and 

those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set 

apart and observe the last Thursday of November 

next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our 

beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And 

I recommend to them that while offering up the 

ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular 

deliverances and blessings, they do also, with 

humble penitence for our national perverseness and 

disobedience, commend to his tender care all those 

who have become widows, orphans, mourners or 

sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we 

are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the 

interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the 

wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may 

be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full 

enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and Union. 

It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their 

dependence upon the overruling power of God; to 

confess their sins and transgressions in humble 

sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine 

repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to 

recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy 

Scriptures and proven by all history, that those 

nations are blessed whose God is the Lord. 
 

– Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation, 1863 from 

the collection of Lincoln’s papers in the Library of America 

series 

Membership 
By Randall R. Sanger, 32°, Committee Chairman 

 

The Centennial Dinner I attended in 

October was a great event for our 

Consistory.  100 years of work, 

reunions and rewards.  I was reminded that our 

growth is dependent on Blue Lodge growth.  Simple, 

right?  But this also requires Scottish Rite members 

to continue to stay in involved in their respective 

Blue Lodges and even more so to help bring in new 

Men of Good Character to their Blue Lodge.   

 

Membership has focused on Blue Lodges this last 

year and will continue to do so.  My thanks to all the 

Blue Lodges who were on the tour this year.  The 

Blue Lodge Tour will continue as long as the 

weather allows.  Each Blue Lodge has its own 

characteristics and charm, so it’s always exciting to 

visit different Lodges.  Bottom line, we are all 

needed to promote membership to Blue Lodges, the 

rest will automatically take place.  
 

On a side note, I wanted to thank all the Brothers who 

called and supported me during my recent health 

problems.  A call from a fellow brother Mason is 

always welcome. 

 

 

 

Help 

wanted! 

We are still looking for members 

to assist with the newsletter and 

our other communications 

activities.  If you have an interest 

in either, or both, of these 

activities let me know and we will 

put you to work. 
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Planning Calendar 

november 2019 … 
5th (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  VMAP/Membership Committee Meeting  

6th (Wednesday)  6:00 pm  Dinner (Building opens at 5:00 pm) 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 11/5 at 12:00 pm.) 

Roasted Turkey 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy, Cranberry, Green beans 

Salad, Rolls 

Pumpkin pie 

Coffee/Tea 

7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm)  

7th (Thursday)  8:00 – 5 pm Fall Reunion  

   Noon  Lunch (Taco salad, corn bread, cookies) 

8th (Friday)  8:00 – 5 pm Fall Reunion 

   Noon  Lunch (Ham & swiss sandwich & Roast beef sandwich, pasta, cookies) 

9th (Saturday)  8:00 – 5 pm Fall Reunion  

   Noon  Lunch (Lasagna, salad, garlic bread, brownies) 

   6:30 pm  Banquet 

     Roast Beef, Baked potato, Mixed vegetables, Salad, Rolls, Apple pie w/ice cream 

11th (Monday)    Veterans Day 

27th (Wednesday)  4:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting 

28th (Thursday)    Thanksgiving Day 
 

December 2019 … 
3rd (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  VMAP/Membership Committee Meeting  

4th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – Election of Officers for 2020 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 12/3 at 12:00 pm.) 

Pork Tenderloin 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy, Green beans 

Salad, Rolls 

Carrot cake 

Coffee/Tea 

25th (Wednesday)    Christmas Day 

january 2020 … 
8th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – Installation of Officers for 2020 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 1/7 at 12:00 pm.) 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Au Gratin potatoes, Corn 

Salad, Rolls 

White cake w/chocolate icing 

Coffee/Tea 
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november 

Birthdays 
3rd James Ferguson  14th  Ernest Montgomery  24th   Vivian Miller 

4th Stanley Gardner   Leslie Cahill II            Cliffton Snow Jr 

 William Stankiewicz  Jeffrey Weiner             Ralph Hathaway 

6th  David Stevens    Robert Mitchell   25th    Ernest Moneymaker 

7th  Jones Austin IV  15th  Stephen Munsinger           Leland Mehsling 

Robert Mangin  16th  Gary Hendren   26th   David Burroughs 

Edward Powzukiewicz 17th  Jerry McCray             Roger Mishmash 

8th  Henry Eastland   Paul Bailey   27th   Karl Hinkle 

 David McCaan   Marvin Narragon             John Weed 

9th  Eugene Emery  18th   James Hinojosa Sr   28th   Dennis Snyder 

 Roy Wampler  19th   Lloyd Collins   29th   Wayne Clark 

10th  Raymond Tiner  21st   Joe Tilley              Norman Churchill 

 George Zoorob  22nd  Allen Nicol    30th    Brian Carter 

11th  Harold Moore           Edward Kinzie             Edward McClyment 

 Laurence Weed           Richard Reich              Darrin Culpepper 

12th  Joe Kier   23rd   Raymond Abbott 

13th  Donald Bosin           George Tracy 

             Terry Johnson 
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17°, KNIGHT 

OF THE 

EAST AND WEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An effort to understand and fulfill the expectations of this 

degree and Masonry overall 

By Floyd M. Davis, 32°, 

(Alias, Bro. Walker, Walking) 
 

Sometimes, we, as humans and seekers of the experiences 

of Masonic Degrees, get so busy living on the masonic 

floor or in the streets of society, that we forget and lose 

sight of what we are really living for.  Before you step 

onto the floor from your bed each morning, you should 

seriously answer this most important question of the day, 

“What are you living for?”  This is an impudent question 

but an important one.   
 

The fact that the solar universe revolves around a central 

sun, keeps the universe from flying to pieces. Put anything 

less than that on center, it will fly to pieces and it is 

surprising how quickly. Around what does your little 

domestic universe revolve?  Two horses out in the pasture 

will buck, kick, and be abusive, but team them up on a 

load to pull they will have no time for the bickering’s of 

life.  Two dogs,  lying aimlessly in front of the fireplace 

will growl and bite and snap at each other, but team them 

up on a hunt and they have no 

time for the bickering’s of the 

fireplace.   
 

An aimless hour, an aimless 

life sitting in front of the 

fireplace, will leave one open 

to the forgotten 

anniversaries, the 

quarrelling’s and bickering within the idleness of living.  

You can’t say to your wife, “You are my sunshine”, she 

has her weakness; nor to your husband, he has feet of clay.   
 

Perhaps we should get engaged in and enthused about 

some great task for God, and we will have no time for the 

bickering’s of life.  Perhaps we should pause for a while 

and think it through. We can come upon it, this purpose, 

this aim, like a lost hunter comes upon a lost trail; when 

he sets his foot upon it, he knows it is the right one. 

Perhaps we should pray this prayer and pray it honestly. 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name”, 

and explained in the next words, “Thy kingdom, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven”. The Grand Architect 

of the universe, God, has a great purpose for our lives, has 

a great love that He has bestowed upon us, as He has 

called us to live together in harmony and with purpose, 

and meaning.   Alone, it is doubtful, together it is possible.  
 

The 17° is the first of the philosophical degrees of the  
Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite; and the 

beginning of a course of 

instruction which will 

fully unveil to you the 

heart and inner mysteries 

of Masonry, and the 

Manifestations of Deity.  

This degree helped me 

establish firmly what I am 

living for.  Also, In the 

Holy Bible, II Timothy chapter 1 verses 5 and 6, a letter 

from the Apostle Paul to his  understudy Timothy: “For I 

am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first 

dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, 

and I am sure that it is in you as well. For this reason, I 

remind you to kindle afresh (Greek: fan into flames the 

coals that burn within you) the gift of God which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands.”  This degree and 

scripture taught me, and hopefully you, that the light, the 

flames\coals, burn within 

us to accomplish The 

Grand Master’s will and 

purpose through our will, 

principles, and values.  

This degree teaches us 

not to despair because we 

have often seemed on the 

point of attaining the 

inmost light and, have as 

often, been disappointed. In all time, truth has been 

hidden under symbols, and often under a succession of 

allegories:  where vail after veil had to be penetrated 

before true light was reached and the essential truth stood 
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revealed. The human light is but an imperfect reflection 

of a ray of the Infinite and Divine. 
 

 A real life illustration of the Mystery of the Manifestation 

of Deity1 or Eternal Light, Illumination, Fire, and Coals 

that mysteriously burn in our hearts and minds came from 

a friend’s comments: “I was excited and thrilled with a 

light, a burning in my heart, to plant a garden that would 

feed my family and as many as I could who are homeless 

and hungry on the streets in my neighborhood. I just loved 

the idea of a garden, but honestly, I disliked the work of 

the garden after the Initial Thrill.”  Where does the 

Initial Thrill, dwelling in our hearts and minds, come from 

to learn the teachings of Free and Ancient Masonry  

principles and values or planting a garden?  Is it possible 

that we get so busy living we forget what we are living 

for.  We become quite discouraged and frustrated when 

we operate on our own selfish desires, don’t we? We are 

talking about human will and values. 
 

In studying the 17° we are about to approach those ancient 

Religions which once ruled the minds of men, and whose 

ruins encumber the plans of the Great Past, as the broken 

columns of Palmyra and Tadmor2 lie bleaching on the 

sands of the desert.  

 
1 The Manifestations of God are appearances of the Divine 

Spirit or Holy Spirit in a series of personages, and as such, they 

perfectly reflect the attributes of the divine into the human 

world for the progress and advancement of human morals and 

civilization through the agency of that same Spirit. 
2 Palmyra, also called Tadmur, Tadmor, or Tudmur, ancient 

city in south-central Syria, 130 miles (210 km) northeast of 

Damascus. The name Palmyra, meaning “city of palm trees,” 

was conferred upon the city by its Roman rulers in the 1st 

century CE; Tadmur, Tadmor, or Tudmur, the pre-Semitic 

name of the site, is also still in use. The city is mentioned in 

 

 
They rise before us, those old, strange, mysterious creeds 

and faiths, shrouded in the mists of antiquity, and stalk 

dimly and undefined along the line which divides Time 

from Eternity; and forms of strange, wild, startling beauty 

mingled in the vast throngs of figures with shapes 

monstrous, grotesque, and hideous. 
 

Morals and Dogma teach us that the religion taught  by 

Moses, which, like the laws of Egypt, enunciated the 

principle of exclusion, borrowed, at every period of its 

existence, from all the creeds with which it came in 

contact. While by the studies of the learned and wise, it 

enriched itself with the most admirable principles of the 

religions of Egypt and Asia, it was changed, in the 

wonderings of the People, by everything that was most 

impure or seductive in the pagan manners and 

superstitions.  It was one thing in the times of Moses and 

Aaron, another in those of David and Solomon, and still 

another in those of  Daniel and Philo3. I encourage you to 

study, study, and study this history of spiritual practices 

and beliefs and values in order to understand the 

foundation of belief or unbelief on which you stand.  
 

tablets dating from as early as the 19th century BCE. It attained 

prominence in the 3rd century BCE, when a road through it 

became one of the main routes of east-west trade. Palmyra was 

built on an oasis lying approximately halfway between the 

Mediterranean Sea (west) and the Euphrates River (east), and it 

helped connect the Roman world with Mesopotamia and the 

East. 
3 Philo of Alexandria, also called Philo Judaeus, was a 

Hellenistic Jewish philosopher who lived in Alexandria, in the 

Roman province of Egypt. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Syria
https://www.britannica.com/place/Damascus
https://www.britannica.com/plant/palm-tree
https://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Rome
https://www.britannica.com/science/oasis-geological-feature
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mediterranean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Tigris-Euphrates-river-system
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mesopotamia-historical-region-Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt_(Roman_province)
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Morals and Dogma author 

(Albert Pike) continues to instruct 

us that under the same influences 

of toleration, even those who 

embrace Christianity, mingled 

together the old and the new, 

Christianity and Philosophy, the 

Apostolic teachings and the 

traditions of Mythology.  The 

man of intellect devotee of one 

system rarely displaces it with 

another in all its purity.  The people take such creed as is 

offered them.  Accordingly, the 

distinction between the 

esoteric4 and the exoteric5 

doctrine, immemorial in other 

creed, easily gained a foothold 

among many of the Christians; 

and it was held by a vast 

number, even during the 

preaching of Paul, that the 

writings of the Apostles were 

incomplete; that they contained 

only the germs of another 

doctrine, which must receive from the hands of 

philosophy, not only the systematic arrangement which 

was wanting, but all the development which lay concealed 

therein.   The writings of the Apostles, they said, in 

addressing themselves to mankind in general, enunciated 

only the articles of the vulgar faith; but transmitted the 

mysteries of knowledge to superior minds, to the Elect—

mysteries handed down from generation to generation in 

esoteric traditions; and to this science of the mysteries 

they gave the name of Gnosis.  
 

I encourage you to read and study these foundations of 

our faith like Gnosticism6, Pythagoras and Plato, Judeo-

 
4 Suitable to be imparted to the public without secrecy or other 

reserves 
5 intended for or likely to be understood by only a small number 

of people with a specialized knowledge or interest, or an 

enlightened inner circle 
6 a prominent heretical movement of the 2nd-century Christian 

Church, partly of pre-Christian origin. Gnostic doctrine taught 

that the world was created and ruled by a lesser divinity, the 

demiurge, and that Christ was an emissary of the remote 

supreme divine being, esoteric knowledge (gnosis) of whom 

enabled the redemption of the human spirit. 
7 Zoroaster (also known as Zarathustra) was an important 

religious figure in ancient Persia (present-day Iran and 

surrounding areas), whose teachings became the foundation of 

a religious movement named Zoroastrianism, a tradition that 

Greek Origins; The Word (Logos) is the Creator; 

Egyptian and Asian Influences; The Anions of the 

Gnostics, the ideas of Plato, the Angels of the Jews, and 

the Demons of the Greeks, all correspond to the Ferouers 

of Zoroaster7; Ahriman8, the Principle of Darkness; 

Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and Therapeuts9; 

Allegorical Nature of Scripture; Some Kabbalistic 

Teachings; Emanations of the Deity; Personified 

Attributes of Deity; The Apocalypse or Revelation of 

John; God is Great and Good, and Wise. 
 

These old controversies have died away, and the old faiths 

have faded into oblivion. But Masonry still survives, 

vigorous and strong, as when philosophy was taught in 

the schools of Alexandria and under the Portico, teaching 

that some old truths as the Essenes taught by the shores of 

the Dead Sea, and as John the Baptist preached in the 

Desert; (Matt. 3:1) truths imperishable as the Deity, and 

undeniable as light.  Those truths were gathered by the 

Essenes from the doctrines of the Orient and the Occident, 

from the Zend-Avesta10 and the Vedas11, from Plato and 

Pythagoras, from India, Persia, Phoenicia, and Syria, from 

Greece and Egypt, and from the Holy Books of the Jews.  

Hence, we are called Knights of the East and West, 

because their doctrines came from both.  And those 

doctrines, the wheat sifted from the chaff, the Truth 

separated from Error, Masonry has garnered up in her 

heart of hearts, and through the fires of persecution, and 

the storm of calamity, has brought them and delivered 

them unto us.  That God is One, immutable, 

unchangeable, infinitely just and good; that Light will 

finally overcome Darkness—Good conquer Evil, and 

Truth be victor over Error—these, rejecting all the wild 

and useless speculations of the Zend-Avesta, the 

would largely dominate Persia until the mid-7th century CE, 

when Islam gained ascendancy in the region after the fall of the 

Sasanian Empire, the last pre-Islamic Persian empire.  
8 Ahura Mazda's antagonist who is a spirit of darkness and 

evil in Zoroastrianism 
9 The Therapeutae were a religious sect which existed in 

Alexandria and other parts of the ancient Greek world. 
10 the Zoroastrian sacred writings, comprising the Avesta (the 

text) and Zend (the commentary). 
11 the most ancient Hindu scriptures, written in early Sanskrit 

and containing hymns, philosophy, and guidance on ritual for 

the priests of Vedic religion. Believed to have been directly 

revealed to seers among the early Aryans in India, and 

preserved by oral tradition, the four chief collections are the Rig 

Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, and Atharva Veda. 

https://www.ancient.eu/zoroaster/
https://www.ancient.eu/zarathustra/
https://www.ancient.eu/Persia/
https://www.ancient.eu/Sasanian_Empire/
https://www.ancient.eu/empire/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria
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Kabbalah12, the Gnostics, and the Schools, are the religion 

and Philosophy of Masonry.  
 

We are told, those speculations and fancies it is useful to 

study; that knowing in what worthless and unfruitful 

investigations the mind may engage, you may the more 

value and appreciate the plain, simple, sublime, 

universally-acknowledged truths, which have in all ages 

been the Light by which Masons have been guided on 

their way; the Wisdom and Strength that like imperishable 

columns have sustained and will continue to sustain its 

glorious and magnificent Temple. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In trying to digest all the concepts and principles 

inculcated in this article, I am reminded of these words 

from the Short Talk Bulletin, August 1932: 

“Concrete truths are all relative; Absolute Truth is 

unchanging. We think of men as good or bad, moral 

or unethical, wise or ignorant only as compared to 

others. Absolute goodness, morality and wisdom we 

cannot know here; we cannot know the Absolute 

Truth of anything. “But we may search for it.” We 

may so order our lives, so read the Great Light, so 

follow the teachings of the ancient Craft that our 

 
12 the ancient Jewish tradition of mystical interpretation of the 

Bible, first transmitted orally and using esoteric methods 

(including ciphers). 

quest of “That Which Was Lost” brings us one step 

nearer to the barrier which forever separates mortal 

eyes from Immortal Truth. That he who quests 

earnestly and seeks sincerely will, at long last, pass 

that barrier and with his own eyes see that the 

Absolute is the magnificent Truth of Freemasonry.” 

 
Ill. Edgar A. Guest, 33° 

 

Gettin’ together to smile an’ rejoice, 
An’ eatin’ an’ laughin’ with folks of your choice; 

An’ kissin’ the girls an’ declarin’ that they 
Are growin’ more beautiful day after day; 
Chattin’ an’ braggin’ a bit with the men, 

Buildin’ the old family circle again; 
Livin’ the wholesome an’ old-fashioned cheer, 

Just for awhile at the end of the year. 
 

Greetings fly fast as we crowd through the door 
And under the old roof we gather once more 

Just as we did when the youngsters were small; 
Mother’s a little bit grayer, that’s all. 

Father’s a little bit older, but still 
Ready to romp an’ to laugh with a will. 
Here we are back at the table again 

Tellin’ our stories as women an’ men. 
 

Bowed are our heads for a moment in prayer; 
Oh, but we’re grateful an’ glad to be there. 

Home from the east land an’ home from the west, 
Home with the folks that are dearest an’ best. 

Out of the sham of the cities afar 
We’ve come for a time to be just what we are. 

Here we can talk of ourselves an’ be frank, 
Forgettin’ position an’ station an’ rank. 

 
Give me the end of the year an’ its fun 

When most of the plannin’ an’ toilin’ is done; 
Bring all the wanderers home to the nest, 
Let me sit down with the ones I love best, 
Hear the old voices still ringin’ with song, 
See the old faces unblemished by wrong, 

See the old table with all of its chairs 
An’ I’ll put soul in my Thanksgivin’ prayers. 
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Stephen M. Munsinger, 33°   Karl J. Hinkle,  33°    Robert R. Cook, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General       Orient SGIG’s           Valley SGIG’s  

    Orient of Colorado    Personal Representative   Personal Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry D. Nightingale, 33°  Jason M. Bunch, 32° Norman A. Pechacek, 32°   Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 

Venerable Master               Wise Master          Commander              Master of Kadosh 

Lodge of Perfection   Chapter of Rose Croix    Council of Kadosh         Consistory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°    Charles E. Lewis, 32°  James S. Eaches, 33°  Richard Sater, 33° 

          Almoner    Prelate          Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

  

ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 



 

Quill & Scroll November 2019 Page | 15 

 
Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 

1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 
Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

 

Office Telephone numbers: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

 

We aspire to inspire our Members 
 

We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 
 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 
 

We believe in Fellowship 
 

We encourage in Personal Growth 
 

We care for our Members 
 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  
 

(speech and language therapy for children in need) 
 

We cherish in our Historical Presence 
 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 
 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 

increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as 

legacy gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests 

in wills, trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue 

Scottish Rite activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

