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The Anatomy of Scottish Rite 

Degree Work 
by D.J. Cox, 33° 

 

A Consistory is a subordinate body of Scottish Rite 

Freemasons that have come together under the 

auspecies of a Supreme Council of Thirty-Third 

degree Freemasons. Each Consistory enables a Third 

degree Freemason (within a Symbolic Lodge) to gain 

more information about the degrees he then holds. 

The Scottish Rite by no means states that it is greater 

than the Symbolic Lodge simply because its degree 

structure has higher numbers. The Scottish Rite, 

however, considers itself as an extension of the third 

degree of Freemasonry.  
 

There are several subordinate bodies that a 

Consistory governs. These subordinate bodies are 

designed to allow Scottish Rite Freemasons to focus 

on specific lessons that the Scottish Rite condensed 

into four subgroups.  
 

The history of Consistories extend far beyond that of 

Scottish Rite usage. The term "Consistory" is Latin 

for consistorium or assembly place. The Consistory 

originated in Rome having two primary usages at the 

time. The first is in government, where the 

Consistory or emperor's privy council, consisted of  

 

 

the highest Roman magistrates or government 

officials in the empire. 
 

Scottish Rite degrees usually are, and always should 

be when possible, put on in costume by carefully 

trained casts. Many of the ceremonies are very 

elaborate, requiring a small army of workers; when 

well done, they attract brethren from many miles 

away. Indeed, so difficult are some of the 

ceremonies, and so extensive the facilities and 

preparation required, that many are seen but once or 

twice a year. 
 

The degrees are elaborate, costumed ceremonies, 

many of them requiring a much larger cast than could 

be supplied from an official line. The ceremonies are 

difficult and intricate, their scenic investiture large; 

they offer great opportunities for workers who have 

talent and ability. Teams for the various degrees 

frequently remain intact for long periods of time, the 

brethren perfecting themselves from year to year 

until they are, literally, “Past Masters” in their work. 
 

The initiate usually sees a spectacle.  The degrees are 

put on before the candidates rather than worked upon 

them.  
(Anatomy – see page 17) 
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Secretary’s Corner 
By Dick Sater, 33° 

 

 

 

The November Stated Meeting with the usual 

officers presiding.  The Finance Chair, Ill. Bro. 

Charles Tedrow, presented the 2020 budget to the 

membership.   This budget was previously approved 

by the Finance and Executive Committees.  The 

membership approved the budget with no discussion.  
 

 

Ill. Bro. Robert Cook, PR, used the rest of the 

meeting to lay out his vision and plans for the future.  

His forthcoming plans include updating officer job 

descriptions with related expectations, election 

changes and many other facets which he is hopeful 

will increase the operating efficiency of the 

Consistory. 
 

The 180th Fall Reunion opened on the morning of 

November 7, 2019 by Ill. Bro. Robert Cook assisted 

by Ill. Bro. Barry Nightingale.  The following 

completed the 4th - 32nd degrees: James O. Adeyelu, 

Mark A. Griffin, Anthony C. MacWaters, Robert L. 

McFeeters, Ben A. Neilson and Kurt A. Zimmerman. 

Jeffrey S. Beauprez completed the 5th – 32 degrees 

and Christopher J. Madrill completed the 30th – 32nd 

degrees. 
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This publication is produced monthly by and for the 

benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated 

with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of 

America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 

Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, 

Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect those of the Southern 

Colorado Consistory or its officers.  
 

Deadline for article submission is the 20th day of the month 

prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  Articles 

should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  Where 

appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper 

credits may be included with your submission.  Articles 

may be submitted in hard copy to the office or by 

electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are 

subject to editing and are published without restrictions 

unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation 

is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials 

submitted or published.  
 

Notice of publication is provided to members of the 

Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid 

email address.  This publication is published on the web 

site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe 

Reader program to read. (A copy of this program can be 

found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues 

(subject to available storage space) are available for 

viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be 

forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  
 

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, 

recommendations, or articles for submission, please send 

them to the EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how 

we’re doing.  We need to know if you want to see 

something of particular interest that we haven’t published 

previously.  If you are receiving this e-newsletter, it is 

because we have a valid email address for you.  If you 

know of a Brother who has email but is not receiving these 

notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office 

and get his email updated or added to our database.   

 

Office Telephone numbers are: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 
 

office hours are now 9a.m.-1p.m., 

Tuesday-Thursday 

November 2019 Class. 
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Celebrating Winter Solstice  

Winter Solstice has 

been celebrated in 

cultures the world over 

for thousands of years. 

This start of the solar 

year is a celebration of 

Light and the rebirth 

of the Sun. In old 

Europe, it was known as Yule, from the Norse, 

Jul, meaning wheel. 
 

Today, many people in Western-based cultures 

refer to this holiday as "Christmas." Yet a look 

into its origins of Christmas reveals its Pagan 

roots. Emperor Aurelian established December 

25 as the birthday of the "Invincible Sun" in the 

third century as part of the Roman Winter 

Solstice celebrations. Shortly thereafter, in 273, 

the Christian church selected this day to 

represent the birthday of Jesus, and by 336, this 

Roman solar feast day was Christianized. 

January 6, celebrated as Epiphany in 

Christendom and linked with the visit of the 

Magi, was originally an Egyptian date for the 

Winter Solstice. 
 

Most of the customs, lore, symbols, and rituals 

associated with "Christmas" actually are linked to 

Winter Solstice celebrations of ancient Pagan 

cultures. While Christian mythology is interwoven 

with contemporary observances of this holiday time, 

its Pagan nature is still strong and apparent. Pagans 

today can readily re-Paganize Christmastime and the 

secular New Year by giving a Pagan spiritual focus 

to existing holiday customs and by creating new 

traditions that draw on ancient ways. Here are some 

ways to do this: 

• Celebrate Yule with a series of rituals, feasts, and 

other activities. In most ancient cultures, the 

celebration lasted more than a day. The ancient 

Roman Saturnalia festival sometimes went on for 

a week. Have Winter Solstice Eve and Day be the 

central focus for your household, and 

conceptualize other holiday festivities, including 

New Year's office parties and Christmas visits 

with Christian relatives, as part of your Solstice 

celebration. By adopting this perspective, Pagan 

parents can help their children develop an 

understanding of the multicultural and interfaith 

aspects of this holiday time and view "Christmas" 

as just another form of Solstice. Have gift 

exchanges and feasts over the course of several 

days and nights as was done of old. Party hearty 

on New Year's Eve not just to welcome in the new 

calendar year, but also to welcome the new solar 

year. 

• Adorn the home with sacred herbs and colors. 

Decorate your home in Druidic holiday colors 

red, green, and white. Place holly, ivy, evergreen 

boughs, and pinecones around your home, 

especially in areas where socializing takes place. 

Hang a sprig of mistletoe above a major threshold 

and leave it there until next Yule as a charm for 

good luck throughout the year. Have 

family/household members join together to make 

or purchase an evergreen wreath. Include holiday 

herbs in it and then place it on your front door to 

symbolize the continuity of life and the wheel of 

the year. If you choose to have a living or a 

harvested evergreen tree as part of your holiday 

decorations, call it a Solstice tree and decorate it 

with Pagan symbols. 

• Convey love to family, friends, and associates. At 

the heart of Saturnalia was the custom of family 

and friends feasting together and exchanging 

presents. Continue this custom by visiting, 

entertaining, giving gifts, and sending greetings 

by mail and/or phone. Consider those who are 

and/or have been important in your life and share 

appreciation. 

• Reclaim Santa Claus as a Pagan Godform. 

Today's Santa is a folk figure with multicultural 

roots. He embodies characteristics of Saturn 

(Roman agricultural god), Cronos (Greek god, 

also known as Father Time), the Holly King 

(Celtic god of the dying year), Father 

Ice/Grandfather Frost (Russian winter god), Thor 

(Norse sky god who rides the sky in a chariot 

drawn by goats), Odin/Wotan 

(Scandinavian/Teutonic All-Father who rides the 

sky on an eight-legged horse), Frey (Norse 

fertility god), and the Tomte (a Norse Land Spirit 

known for giving gifts to children at this time of 

year). Santa's reindeer can be viewed as forms of 

Herne, the Celtic Horned God. Decorate your 

home with Santa images that reflect His Pagan 

heritage. 

https://www.circlesanctuary.org/index.php/celebrating-the-seasons/celebrating-winter-solstice
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• Honor the Goddess as Great Mother. Place Pagan 

Mother Goddess images around your home. You 

may also want to include one with a Sun child, 

such as Isis with Horus. Pagan Goddess forms 

traditionally linked with this time of year include 

Tonantzin (Native Mexican corn mother), Holda 

(Teutonic earth goddess of good fortune), Bona 

Dea (Roman women's goddess of abundance and 

prophecy), Ops (Roman goddess of plenty), Au 

Set/Isis (Egyptian/multicultural All Goddess 

whose worship continued in Christian times under 

the name Mary), Lucina/St. Lucy 

(Roman/Swedish goddess/saint of light), and 

Befana (Italian Witch who gives gifts to children 

at this season). 

• Honor the new solar year with light. Do a Solstice 

Eve ritual in which you meditate in darkness and 

then welcome the birth of the sun by lighting 

candles and singing chants and Pagan carols. If 

you have a indoor fireplace or an outdoor fire 

circle, burn an oak log as a Yule log and save a bit 

to start next year's fire. Decorate the inside and/or 

outside of your home with electric colored lights. 

Because of the popularity of five pointed stars as 

holiday symbols, this is a good time to display a 

pentagram of blue or white lights. 

• Contribute to the manifestation of more wellness 

on Planet Earth. Donate food and clothing to poor 

in your area. Volunteer time at a social service 

agency. Put up bird feeders and keep them filled 

throughout the winter to supplement the diets of 

wild birds. Donate funds and items to non-profit 

groups, such as Pagan/Wiccan churches and 

environmental organizations. Meditate for world 

peace. Work magic for a healthier planet. Make a 

pledge to do some form of good works in the new 

solar year. 

Early nightfall. Crisp mornings. The sharp silhouette 

of leaf-bare branches. Orion marching across the 

evening sky. These are some familiar signs of winter. 

We often speak of turning inward during these darker 

months, becoming quiet and introspective, staying 

home more often, sleeping longer. Yet there’s 

another side to winter that contrasts with our natural 

inclination to rest and contemplate—a side that 

insists we shop til we drop, eat and drink more than 

we care to, and rush around busy airports. Regardless 

of our spiritual or cultural heritage, if we live in 

North America today there’s a good chance we find 

ourselves caught up, perhaps involuntarily or out of 

habit, in a commercial swirl known as “the holidays” 

that leaves us depleted in more ways than one. 
 

Perhaps this year, with some preparation and 

planning, we can plant the seeds for a more intuitive, 

simpler, and natural holiday season. Winter solstice, 

which takes place in late December, can be a 

profound way to tune into the magic and beauty of 

the season. For people throughout the ages—from 

the ancient Egyptians and Celts to the Hopi—

midwinter has been a significant time of ritual, 

reflection, and renewal. Creating a meaningful 

celebration of winter solstice, either in place of or in 

addition to other holiday activities, can help us 

cultivate a deeper connection to nature and family 

and all the things that matter most to us. Winter can 

become a time of feeding the spirit and nurturing the 

soul, not just emptying our bank account and 

fraying our nerves. 

• Also called: Midwinter, Yule, the Longest Night, 

Jól 

• Celebrations: Festivals, spending time with 

loved ones, feasting, singing, dancing, fires 

• Observed by: Various cultures 

• Significance: Astronomically marks the 

beginning of lengthening days and shortening 

nights 

• Related to: Winter festivals and the solstice 

• Frequency: Twice a year (once in the northern 

hemisphere, once in the southern hemisphere, six 

months apart) 
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Editor’s Corner 
By D.J. Cox, 33° 

This issue is somewhat different than 

those previously presented.  There are 

some historical, esoterical, religious and 

cultural insertions.  I tried to ensure that most desires 

are met in this last publication by me. 
 

It’s that time of year when friends and family think 

about (as in my Christian case) Christmases of the 

past and plan for the coming holiday with loved ones 

in mind.  It is a time for remembering, a time to share 

the goodness of your heart with others, and a time for 

expressing with words and gifts what someone 

means to you. 
 

Well, the holidays are upon us now and everything is 

different.  Change is coming! Change has a way of 

unsettling things and, more especially, people. 

Author Thea Alexander   wrote “There are two paths 

you can take in life. One is seeing life as a series of 

problems, fears, and failures. The other is seeing life 

as experiences, opportunities, and adventures. It is 

exactly the same life. It's just that the perspective is 
different. You can either walk Path A or Path B. The 

choice is always yours.”   
 

SCC will install new officers at the January stated 

meeting.  That means some things will be new, but 

some things will remain the same.  We will soon 

know who will lead, but the rest of equation (e.g., 

what will be done, why, how, when, and where) has 

yet to unfold.  I feel that opportunities abound and, if 

we have the courage and foresight, these 

opportunities can take us to greater heights during 

2020.  
 

BUT, as the Bard says, there’s the rub!  Everyone 

must be on board and supportive.  The membership 

has to do their part by participating, encouraging and 

contributing their time, energies, ideas and resources. 

Now is not the time for complaining and criticizing 

unless it is for constructive and supportive purposes. 

 

The leadership has to lay out the vision and 

programs, plan their execution, advertise smartly, 

acquire the resources (financial and physical), 

encourage support and provide appropriate 

recognition for job(s) well done.  Leadership must 

build coalitions to address and solve long standing 

problems and encourage every member to be part of 

the solutions. 
 

Hopefully, we won’t let a declining membership 

dictate how we go about operating.  We should find 

a way to turn around this condition.  Finances cannot 

become a reason for failure or disappointment.  We 

must rise above this common excuse by looking into 

the causes of our financial difficulties and addressing 

the problems directly.   
 

And, most importantly, collectively we must find a 

way to engage our less active members in the 

activities of the Consistory.  There are no simple 

answers, but there are answers.  We all know that we 

have an aging membership, but knowing is not 

enough.  We must find ways to satisfy the desires and 

needs of young and old alike. 
 

2020 is another opportunity to step out and promote 

the Scottish Rite!  Now is the time to demonstrate the 

true value of membership by getting involved. 
 

I leave with these words about Masonry from Harry 

Truman, 33°: 

“It is organized as a fellowship of men, a system of 

morals, a philosophy taught by degrees through the 

use of symbol, story, legend, pictures, and drama. It 

has served as a center of union among differing 

backgrounds, cultures, and countries. It serves as 

the means of conciliating true friendship among 

persons, who, because of differences, must have 

otherwise remained at a perpetual distance.” 
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History of Christmas 
(This article on Christmas was extracted from 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays) 

 

Christmas is both a sacred religious holiday and 

a worldwide cultural and commercial 

phenomenon. For two millennia, people around 

the world have been observing it with traditions 

and practices that are both religious and secular 

in nature. Christians celebrate Christmas Day as 

the anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, 

a spiritual leader whose teachings form the basis 

of their religion. Popular customs include 

exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees, 

attending church, sharing meals with family and 

friends and, of course, waiting for Santa Claus to 

arrive. December 25–Christmas Day–has been a 

federal holiday in the United States since 1870. 
 

An Ancient Holiday 
 

The middle of winter has long been a time of 

celebration around the world. Centuries before 

the arrival of the man called Jesus, early 

Europeans celebrated light and birth in the 

darkest days of winter. Many peoples rejoiced 
during the winter solstice, when the worst of the 

winter was behind them and they could look 

forward to longer days and extended hours of 

sunlight. 
 

In Scandinavia, the Norse celebrated Yule from 

December 21, the winter solstice, through 

January. In recognition of the return of the sun, 

fathers and sons would bring home large logs, 

which they would set on fire. The people would 

feast until the log burned out, which could take 

as many as 12 days. The Norse believed that each 

spark from the fire represented a new pig or calf 

that would be born during the coming year. 
 

The end of December was a perfect time for 

celebration in most areas of Europe. At that time 

of year, most cattle were slaughtered so they 

would not have to be fed during the winter. For 

many, it was the only time of year when they had 

a supply of fresh meat. In addition, most wine 

and beer made during the year was finally 

fermented and ready for drinking. 
 

In Germany, people honored the pagan god Oden 

during the mid-winter holiday. Germans were 

terrified of Oden, as they believed he made 

nocturnal flights through the sky to observe his 

people, and then decide who would prosper or 

perish. Because of his presence, many people 

chose to stay inside. 
 

Saturnalia 
 

In Rome, where winters were not as harsh as 

those in the far north, Saturnalia—a holiday in 

honor of Saturn, the god of agriculture—was 

celebrated. Beginning in the week leading up to 

the winter solstice and continuing for a full 

month, Saturnalia was a hedonistic time, when 

food and drink were plentiful and the normal 

Roman social order was turned upside down. For 

a month, slaves would become masters. Peasants 

were in command of the city. Business and 

schools were closed so that everyone could join 

in the fun. 
 

Also, around the time of the winter solstice, 

Romans observed Juvenalia, a feast honoring the 

children of Rome. In addition, members of the 

upper classes often celebrated the birthday of 

Mithra, the god of the unconquerable sun, on 

December 25. It was believed that Mithra, an 

infant god, was born of a rock. For some 

Romans, Mithra’s birthday was the  most sacred 

day of the year. 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays
https://www.history.com/topics/saturnalia
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In the early years of Christianity, Easter was the 

main holiday; the birth of Jesus was not 

celebrated. In the fourth century, church officials 

decided to institute the birth of Jesus as a 

holiday. Unfortunately, the Bible does not 

mention date for his birth (a fact Puritans later 

pointed out in order to deny the legitimacy of the 

celebration). Although some evidence suggests 

that his birth may have occurred in the spring 

(why would shepherds be herding in the middle 

of winter?), Pope Julius I chose December 25. It 

is commonly believed that the church chose this 

date in an effort to adopt and absorb the 

traditions of the pagan Saturnalia festival. First 

called the Feast of the Nativity, the custom 

spread to Egypt by 432 and to England by the end 

of the sixth century. By the end of the eighth 

century, the celebration of Christmas had spread 

all the way to Scandinavia. Today, in the Greek 

and Russian orthodox churches, Christmas is 

celebrated 13 days after the 25th, which is also 

referred to as the Epiphany or Three Kings Day. 

This is the day it is believed that the three wise 

men finally found Jesus in the manger. 
 

By holding Christmas at the same time as 

traditional winter solstice festivals, church 

leaders increased the chances that Christmas 

would be popularly embraced, but gave up the 

ability to dictate how it was celebrated. By the 

Middle Ages, Christianity had, for the most part, 

replaced pagan religion. On Christmas, believers 

attended church, then celebrated raucously in a 

drunken, carnival-like atmosphere similar to 

today’s Mardi Gras. Each year, a beggar or 

student would be crowned the “lord of misrule” 

and eager celebrants played the part of his 

subjects. The poor would go to the houses of the 

rich and demand their best food and drink. If 

owners failed to comply, their visitors would 

most likely terrorize them with mischief. 

Christmas became the time of year when the 

upper classes could repay their real or imagined 

“debt” to society by entertaining less fortunate 

citizens. 
 

An Outlaw Christmas 
 

In the early 17th century, a wave of religious 

reform changed the way Christmas was 

celebrated in Europe. When Oliver Cromwell 

and his Puritan forces took over England in 1645, 

they vowed to rid England of decadence and, as 

part of their effort, cancelled Christmas. By 

popular demand, Charles II was restored to the 

throne and, with him, came the return of the 

popular holiday. 
 

The pilgrims, English separatists that came to 

America in 1620, were even more orthodox in 

their Puritan beliefs than Cromwell. As a result, 

Christmas was not a holiday in early America. 

From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas 

was actually outlawed in Boston. Anyone 

exhibiting the Christmas spirit was fined five 

shillings. By contrast, in the Jamestown 

settlement, Captain John Smith reported that 

Christmas was enjoyed by all and passed without 

incident. 
 

After the American Revolution, English customs 

fell out of favor, including Christmas. In fact, 

Christmas wasn’t declared a federal holiday until 

June 26, 1870. 
 

Irving Reinvents Christmas 
 

It wasn’t until the 19th century that Americans 

began to embrace Christmas. Americans re-

invented Christmas and changed it from a 

raucous carnival holiday into a family-centered 

day of peace and nostalgia. But what about the 

1800s peaked American interest in the holiday? 

The early 19th century was a period of class 

conflict and turmoil. During this time, 

unemployment was high and gang rioting by the 

disenchanted classes often occurred during the 

Christmas season. In 1828, the New York city 

council instituted the city’s first police force in 

response to a Christmas riot. This catalyzed 

certain members of the upper classes to begin to 

change the way Christmas was celebrated in 

America. 
 

In 1819, best-selling author Washington Irving 

wrote The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, gent. , 

a series of stories about the celebration of 

Christmas in an English manor house. The 

sketches feature a squire who invited the 

peasants into his home for the holiday. In 

contrast to the problems faced in American 

society, the two groups mingled effortlessly. In 

Irving’s mind, Christmas should be a peaceful, 

https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-christianity
https://www.history.com/topics/christmas
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/oliver-cromwell
https://www.history.com/topics/john-smith
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington
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warm-hearted holiday bringing groups together 

across lines of wealth or social status. Irving’s 

fictitious celebrants enjoyed “ancient customs,” 

including the crowning of a Lord of Misrule. 

Irving’s book, however, was not based on any 

holiday celebration he had attended – in fact, 

many historians say that Irving’s account 

actually “invented” tradition by implying that it 

described the true customs of the season. 
 

 

A Christmas Carol 
 

Also, around this time, English author Charles 

Dickens created the classic holiday tale, A 

Christmas Carol. The story’s message-the 

importance of charity and good will towards all 

humankind-struck a powerful chord in the United 

States and England and showed members of 

Victorian society the benefits of celebrating the 

holiday. 

The family was also becoming less disciplined 

and more sensitive to the emotional needs of 

children during the early 1800s. Christmas 

provided families with a day when they could 

lavish attention-and gifts-on their children 

without appearing to “spoil” them. 
 

As Americans began to embrace Christmas as a 

perfect family holiday, old customs were 

unearthed. People looked toward recent 

immigrants and Catholic and Episcopalian 

churches to see how the day should be 

celebrated. In the next 100 years, Americans 

built a Christmas tradition all their own that 

included pieces of many other customs, 

including decorating trees, sending holiday cards 

and gift-giving. 
 

Although most families quickly bought into the 

idea that they were celebrating Christmas how it 

had been done for centuries, Americans had 

really re-invented a holiday to fill the cultural 

needs of a growing nation. 
 

Christmas Facts 

• Each year, 30-35 million real Christmas trees are 

sold in the United States alone. There are 21,000 

Christmas tree growers in the United States, and 

trees usually grow for about 15 years before they 

are sold. 

• Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox 

churches, Christmas is celebrated 13 days after 

the 25th, which is also referred to as the 

Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This is the day it 

is believed that the three wise men finally found 

Jesus in the manger. 

• In the Middle Ages, Christmas celebrations were 

rowdy and raucous—a lot like today’s Mardi 

Gras parties. 

• From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas 

was outlawed in Boston, and law-breakers were 

fined five shillings. 

• Christmas was declared a federal holiday in the 

United States on June 26, 1870. 

• The first eggnog made in the United States was 

consumed in Captain John Smith’s 1607 

Jamestown settlement. 

• Poinsettia plants are named after Joel R. 

Poinsett, an American minister to Mexico, who 

brought the red-and-green plant from Mexico to 

America in 1828. 

• The Salvation Army has been sending Santa 

Claus-clad donation collectors into the streets 

since the 1890s. 

• Rudolph, “the most famous reindeer of all,” was 

the product of Robert L. May’s imagination in 

1939. The copywriter wrote a poem about the 

reindeer to help lure customers into the 

Montgomery Ward department store. 

• Construction workers started the Rockefeller 

Center Christmas tree tradition in 1931. 

FREEMASONRY AND 

CHRISTMAS 
By R.W. Bro Jim Bennie, 

Southern Cross Lodge No. 44, Vancouver B.C.(Canada) 
 

The observance of Christmas doesn’t seem to bring 

satisfaction to some people. 
 

On one hand, many say it’s too religious, and thus 

don’t want Christmas trees in public buildings and 

nativity scenes within a shepherd’s-crook length of 

government lawns. 
 

On the other hand, many say it’s not religious 

enough; it’s too commercial. 
 

They’ve been saying it for years-it’s the central 

theme behind the charming animated cartoon A 
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Charlie Brown Christmas which was made some 40 

years ago. 
 

Setting that aside, what does Christmas mean to the 

Freemason?    
 

Certainly, Freemasonry is not a religion, Christian or 

otherwise. 
 

It leaves the determination on spiritual matters to 

each individual Mason, so long as he believes in the 

Almighty Creator. But there are certain messages 

from the story of Christmas that are applicable to all 

Masons, not just those who celebrate a certain birth 

on December 25th. 
 

Many Christians feel God gave his greatest gift to 

mankind, and that Gift’s birth is marked on 

Christmas Day. And the spirit of giving is also 

outlined in our Masonic ceremonies. 
 

The new Entered Apprentice is reminded in the 

northeast corner of charity, and to practice it 

whenever possible. There’s the monetary charity of 

that portion of our ceremony. And there’s another 

kind. The one referred to in the Charge in the same 

degree which admonishes 

“to relieve his necessities, soothe his 

afflictions, and do to him as you would that 

he, under similar circumstances, should do 

until you.”  
 

In other words, the Golden Rule, from the Sermon on 

the Mount. Christmas is a time of faith for our 

Christian brethren. But all Masons are reminded in 

our different degrees of the principle of faith. In the 

explanation of the First Degree Tracing Board, we 

hear 
 

“How ready and willing ought we to be to 

adore the Almighty Creator.”  
 

Therefore, let this time of year serve as a reminder to 

all Masons to practice their faith, whatever it may be. 

Faith and Charity are names of principal staves or 

rounds on the Ladder you see every meeting on that 

Tracing Board. 
 

But there is another round, and that is Hope in 

Salvation. 
 

While Salvation has a particular connotation to those 

who believe in the story of the virgin birth, the 

concept of some kind of reward for following 

Masonic principles during our lives winds its way 

through the various degrees, as those of you familiar 

with the working tools explanations of the Second 

and Third Degrees well know. 
 

So, let this season of the year remind all Masons, no 

matter what their religious beliefs, to follow those 

universal tenets of the Craft-faith, hope and charity. 

Doing so should bring satisfaction to you at this time 

of the Year. 

A MASON'S CHRISTMAS 

 

"I don't believe in a Christmas celebration by the 

lodge. I don't think we ought to have one or be asked 

to contribute to one or in any way engage in 

Christmas festivities."  
 

The Junior Mason spoke emphatically and with 

marked disapproval of the little ante-room group 

nearby, making happy plans for Yule-tide.  
 

"That's very interesting," commented the Old Past 

Master. “I like to hear points of view unfamiliar to 

me. Would you mind telling me why?"  
 

"Of course not. It's very simple. Masonry is not 

Christian. King Solomon, of course, wasn't a 

Christian, nor were either of the Hiram's. Masonry 

admits to her ranks any good man of faith; Christian, 

Jewish, Mohammedan, Buddhist... it makes no 

difference, so he has a Faith. Then, as a lodge, we 

celebrate a holiday belonging to one faith. Now I 

personally am a Christian, and of course I celebrate 

Christmas. But my brother across the way is a Jew, 

who does not recognize Christianity. To ask him to 

spend his proportion of lodge funds in celebrating 

the birth of a Leader in Whom he does not believe 

would be exactly like asking me to celebrate, with my 

proportion of lodge money, the birth of Confucius. Of 

course, I have only one vote and the majority rules, 

but when it comes to personal contributions to a 

Masonic Christmas celebration, my hands will never 

come out of my pockets."  
 

He shoved them deeper in as he spoke to emphasize 

his intention not to spend.  
 

"Hum!" answered the Old Past Master. "So, you think 

your Jewish brother across the way doesn't 

https://theeducator.ca/the-golden-rule/
https://theeducator.ca/the-working-tools/
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recognize Christianity? Don't you mean he doesn't 

recognize Christ as the Son of God? Wait a minute... 

Oh, Brother Samuels." The Old Past Master called 

across the ante-room. "Here a minute, will you?"  
 

The Jewish brother rose and came forward.  
 

"I just wanted to ask you if you are in favor or against 

the lodge Christmas celebration?" asked the Old Past 

Master.  
 

"Me? I am in favor of it, of course, both for the lodge 

appropriation and the individual contribution."  
 

"Thank you," nodded the Old Past Master. Then as 

the Jewish brother went back to his seat, he turned to 

the Junior Mason.   
 

"You see, my son, our Jewish friend is not narrow. 

He does not believe in Christ as the Redeemer, but 

he recognizes that he lives in a country largely 

Christian and belongs to a lodge largely Christian. 

To him the Christmas celebration is not one of His 

birthday, but of the spirit of joyousness and love 

which we mean when we sing, at Christmas time 

'Peace on earth, good will towards men!' If you 

argue that 'peace' is only a Christian word, he might 

even quote to you the words of One who said 'I bring 

you not Peace, but a Sword.'  
 

"Now let me explain something to you. The Jew has 

just as much right to refuse to recognize Christ as the 

Son of God, as you have to refuse to consider 

Mohammed the Prophet the followers of Allah say he 

is. But as an educated man, you must know that 

Mohammed was a good man, a devout leader, a wise 

teacher. As an educated man, you admit that the 

religion founded by Buddha has much in it that is 

good, and you admit that Confucius was a wise and 

just leader. Were you in the land where the birthdays 

of any of these were celebrated, would you refuse 

your part in the people's joy in their Leader, simply 

because you followed another? I trust not. Well, 

neither do our Jewish brethren or our Mohammedan 

brethren, desire to be left out of our celebration. 

They may not believe in the Divinity of Him we, as 

Christians, follow, but if they are good men and good 

Masons... they are perfectly willing to admit that the 

religion we follow is as good for us as theirs is for 

them, and to join with us in celebrating the day which 

is to us the glad day of all the year. “ 

"Believe me, boy, Christmas doesn't mean Christ's 

birthday to many a man who calls himself Christian. 

It is not because of joy the He was born that many a 

good man celebrates Christmas. It is because his 

neighbor celebrates it, because it is a time of joy for 

little ones, because it is a day when he can express 

his thanks to his God that he is allowed to have a wife 

and family and children and friends and a lodge, 

because of that very 'peace on earth' spirit which is 

no more the property of the Gentile than the Jew, the 

Chinese or the Mohammedan.“ 
 

"It is such a spirit that Masons join, all, in 

celebrating Christmas. It is on the Masonic side of 

the tree we dance, not the Christian side. When this 

lodge erects its Christmas tree in the basement and 

throws it open to the little ones of the poor of this 

town, you will find children of all kinds there; black, 

white, yellow, and brown, Jew and Gentile, Christian 

and Mohammedan. And you will find a Jew at the 

door, and among the biggest subscriptions will be 

those from some Jewish brethren, and there is a Jew 

who rents cars for a living who will supply us a dozen 

free to take baskets to those who cannot come. And 

when the Jewish Orphan Asylum has its fair, in the 

Spring, you will find many a Christian Mason 

attending to spend his money and help along the 

cause dear to his Jewish brethren, never 

remembering that they are of a different faith. That, 

my son, is Masonry."  
 

"For Charity is neither Christian nor Jewish, nor 

Chinese nor Buddhistic. And celebrations which 

create joy in little hearts and feed the hungry and 

make the poor think that Masons do not forget the 

lessons in lodge, are not Christian alone, though they 

be held at Christmas, and are not for Christians 

alone, though the celebration be in His honor. Recall 

the ritual: 'By the exercise of brotherly love we are 

taught to regard the whole human species as one 

family, the high and low, the rich and poor, who, as 

created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of 

the same planet, are to aid, support and protect each 

other'.”  
 

"It is with this thought that we, as Masons, celebrate 

Christmas, to bring joy to our brethren and their 

little ones, and truly observe the brotherhood of man 

and the Fatherhood of God, whether we be Jew or 

Gentile, Mohammedan or Buddhist." The Old Past 

Master ceased and stood musing, his old eyes 

looking back along a long line of lodge Christmas 
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trees about which eager little faces danced. Then he 

turned to the Junior Mason.  
 

"Well," he said smiling, "Do you understand?"  
 

"I thank you for my Christmas present," came the 

answer. "Please tell me to which brother I should 

make my Christmas contribution?"  

HANUKKAH 
(This article on Hanukkah was extracted from 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays) 

 

The eight-day Jewish celebration known as 

Hanukkah or Chanukah commemorates the 

rededication during the second century B.C. of 

the Second Temple in Jerusalem, where 

according to legend Jews had risen up against 

their Greek-Syrian oppressors in the Maccabean 

Revolt. Hanukkah, which means “dedication” in 

Hebrew, begins on the 25th of Kislev on the 

Hebrew calendar and 

usually falls in November 

or December. Often 

called the Festival of 

Lights, the holiday is 

celebrated with the 

lighting of the menorah, 

traditional foods, games 

and gifts. 
 

History of Hanukkah 
 

The events that inspired the Hanukkah holiday 

took place during a particularly turbulent phase 

of Jewish history. Around 200 B.C., Judea—also 

known as the Land of Israel—came under the 

control of Antiochus III, the Seleucid king of 

Syria, who allowed the Jews who lived there to 

continue practicing their religion. His son, 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes, proved less benevolent: 

Ancient sources recount that he outlawed the 

Jewish religion and ordered the Jews to worship 

Greek gods. In 168 B.C., his soldiers descended 

upon Jerusalem, massacring thousands of people 

and desecrating the city’s holy Second Temple 

by erecting an altar to Zeus and sacrificing pigs 

within its sacred walls. 
 

Led by the Jewish priest Mattathias and his five 

sons, a large-scale rebellion broke out against 

Antiochus and the Seleucid monarchy. When 

Matthathias died in 166 B.C., his son Judah, 

known as Judah Maccabee (“the Hammer”), took 

the helm; within two years the Jews had 

successfully driven the Syrians out of Jerusalem, 

relying largely on guerilla warfare tactics. Judah 

called on his followers to cleanse the Second 

Temple, rebuild its altar and light its menorah—

the gold candelabrum whose seven branches 

represented knowledge and creation and were 

meant to be kept burning every night. 
 

The Hanukkah “Miracle” 
 

According to the Talmud, one of Judaism’s most 

central texts, Judah Maccabee and the other Jews 

who took part in the rededication of the Second 

Temple witnessed what they believed to be a 

miracle. Even though there was only enough 

untainted olive oil to keep the menorah’s candles 

burning for a single day, the flames continued 

flickering for eight nights, leaving them time to 

find a fresh supply. This 

wondrous event inspired 

the Jewish sages to 

proclaim a yearly eight-

day festival. (The first 

Book of the Maccabees 

tells another version of 

the story, describing an 

eight-day celebration that followed the 

rededication but making no reference to the 

miracle of the oil.) 
 

Other Interpretations of the 

Hanukkah Story 
 

Some modern historians offer a radically 

different interpretation of the Hanukkah tale. In 

their view, Jerusalem under Antiochus IV had 

erupted into civil war between two camps of 

Jews: those who had assimilated into the 

dominant culture that surrounded them, adopting 

Greek and Syrian customs; and those who were 

determined to impose Jewish laws and traditions, 

even if by force. The traditionalists won out in 

the end, with the Hasmonean dynasty—led by 

Judah Maccabee’s brother and his descendants—

wresting control of the Land of Israel from the 

Seleucids and maintaining an independent 

Jewish kingdom for more than a century. 
 

The story of Hanukkah does not appear in the 

Torah because the events that inspired the 

holiday occurred after it was written. It is, 

however, mentioned in the New Testament, in 

which Jesus attends a "Feast of Dedication." 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays
https://www.history.com/topics/the-history-of-syria
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-jerusalem
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-israel
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Jewish scholars have also suggested that the first 

Hanukkah may have been a belated celebration 

of Sukkot, which the Jews had not had the chance 

to observe during the Maccabean Revolt. One of 

the Jewish religion’s most important holidays, 

Sukkot consists of seven days of feasting, prayer 

and festivities. 
 

Hanukkah Traditions 
 

The Hanukkah celebration revolves around the 

kindling of a nine-branched menorah, known in 

Hebrew as the hanukiah. On each of the holiday’s 

eight nights, another candle is added to the 

menorah after sundown; the ninth candle, called 

the shamash (“helper”), is used to light the 

others. Jews typically recite blessings during this 

ritual and display the menorah prominently in a 

window as a reminder to others of the miracle 

that inspired the holiday.  
 

In another allusion to the Hanukkah miracle, 

traditional Hanukkah foods are fried in oil. 

Potato pancakes (known as latkes) and jam-filled 

donuts (sufganiyot) are particularly popular in 

many Jewish households. Other Hanukkah 

customs include playing with four-sided 

spinning tops called dreidels and exchanging 

gifts. In recent decades, particularly in North 

America, Hanukkah has exploded into a major 

commercial phenomenon, largely because it falls 

near or overlaps with Christmas. From a 

religious perspective, however, it remains a 

relatively minor holiday that places no 

restrictions on working, attending school or other 

activities. 
 

Kwanzaa 
 

Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and chairman of 

Black Studies at California State University, 

Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in 1966. After the 

Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Karenga searched 

for ways to bring African-Americans together as 

a community. He founded US, a cultural 

organization, and started to research African 

“first fruit” (harvest) celebrations. Karenga 

combined aspects of several different harvest 

celebrations, such as those of the Ashanti and 

those of the Zulu, to form the basis of Kwanzaa.  
 

The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase 

“matunda ya kwanza” which means “first fruits” 

in Swahili. Each family celebrates Kwanzaa in 

its own way, but celebrations often include songs 

and dances, African drums, storytelling, poetry 

reading, and a large traditional meal. On each of 

the seven nights, the family gathers and a child 

lights one of the candles on the Kinara 

(candleholder), then one of the seven principles 

is discussed. The principles, called the Nguzo 

Saba (seven principles in 

Swahili) are values of African 

culture which contribute to 

building and reinforcing 

community among African-

Americans.  

Seven Principles  

The seven principles, or Nguzo Saba are a set of 

ideals created by Dr. Maulana Karenga. Each day 

of Kwanzaa emphasizes a different principle. 

Unity:Umoja (oo–MO–jah) 

To strive for and maintain unity in the family, 

community, nation, and race. 
 

Self-determination: Kujichagulia (koo–gee–

cha–goo–LEE–yah) 

To define ourselves, name ourselves, create for 

ourselves, and speak for ourselves. 
 

Collective Work and Responsibility: Ujima 

(oo–GEE–mah) 

To build and maintain our community together 

and make our brother’s and sister’s problems our 

problems and to solve them together. 
 

Cooperative Economics: Ujamaa (oo–JAH–

mah) 

To build and maintain our own stores, shops, and 

other businesses and to profit from them 

together. 
 

Purpose: Nia (nee–YAH) 

To make our collective vocation the building and 

developing of our community in order to restore 

our people to their traditional greatness. 
 

Creativity: Kuumba (koo–OOM–bah) 

To do always as much as we can, in the way we 

can, in order to leave our community more 

beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it. 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah
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The seven principles, or Nguzo Saba are a set of 

ideals created by Dr. Maulana Karenga. Each day 

of Kwanzaa emphasizes a different principle.  
 

Kwanzaa also has seven basic symbols which 

represent values and concepts reflective of 

African culture.  
 

• Mazao, the crops (fruits, nuts, and 

vegetables)  

• Mkeka: Place Mat 

• Vibunzi: Ear of Corn 

• Mishumaa Saba: The Seven Candles 

• Kinara: The Candleholder 

• Kikombe Cha Umoja: The Unity Cup 

• Zawadi: Gifts 
 

An African feast, called a Karamu, is held on 

December 31.  
 

As an African American and Pan-African holiday 

celebrated by millions throughout the world 
African community, Kwanzaa brings a cultural 
message which speaks to the best of what it 
means to be African and human in the fullest 
sense.  
 

The holiday, then will of necessity, be engaged as 
an ancient and living cultural tradition which 
reflects the best of African thought and practice in 
its reaffirmation of the dignity of the human 
person in community and culture, the well-being 
of family and community, the integrity of the 
environment and our kinship with it, and the rich 
resource and meaning of a people's culture. 

 

Knights of St. Andrew 
By T’Chris Gardner, 32° 

 

Hello My Brothers and Happy 

Holidays! 
 

This has been a good year for the 

Knights of Saint Andrew.  While we have lost a fair 

number of people, we have gained two new gung-ho 

individuals from the Reunion that just completed and 

are ready to aid the Consistory.  Welcome to 

Brothers James Adeyelu and Aaron Langevin! Come 

meet them at the next Stated Meeting! 
 

We've also been busy collecting the Mason 

Jars.  We're currently around $400 collected for the 

Consistory charity.  If you've got one, please bring it 

in for the next meeting and let's bump the total.  I'll 

even bring a coin counter. 
 

And as we head into the Winter Holidays, join us in 

counting your blessings and prepare for spending 

much needed time with your family and friends.  As 

always, we want to see your smiling face at the 

Stated Meeting and dinner too if you like! 
 

Now for a wee bit of History.  Christ's Mass was 

banned in Scotland in 1647 by Oliver 

Cromwell.  When he fell from power 15 years later, 

much of the UK picked the holiday back up.  But in 

Scotland, the Presbyterian Church continued to 

discourage Christmas holiday festivities, including 

formal Mass, and people suffered penalties if caught 

celebrating. This ban lasted for nearly 400 years until 

Christmas and the UK tradition of Boxing Day 

became recognized holidays. 
 

That doesn't mean no one celebrated but it was a 
quiet dinner, possibly with small sweets or trinkets 

for the children.  Divinations (and hopes for the 

future year) could be performed with eggs or baked 

goods.  And many Scots still burn a twig of the rowen 

tree at Christmas as a way to clear away bad feelings 

of jealousy or mistrust between family members, 

friends, or neighbors. 
 

However you celebrate, I hope it is with your loved 

ones near by.  Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas! 

Merry Yule!  
 

"Spare us the Fall! May the roof above never fall in, 

may we below never fall out!" (a Celtic grace). 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=knights+of+st+andrew+history&id=B5EDB1145A16A0F7467F5FDA7DA9377CE579C68F&FORM=IQFRBA
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Planning Calendar 

December 2019 … 
3rd (Tuesday)   5:00 pm  VMAP/Membership Committee Meeting  

4th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – Election of Officers for 2020 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 12/3 at 12:00 pm.) 

Pork Tenderloin 

Mashed potatoes w/gravy, Green beans 

Salad, Rolls 

Carrot cake 

Coffee/Tea 

25th (Wednesday)    Christmas Day 

january 2020 … 
1st (Wednesday)    New Years Day 

8th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm) – Installation of Officers for 2020 

Dinner Menu (Cost $16.00): (Reservations need to be placed no later than Tuesday, 1/7 at 12:00 pm.) 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Au Gratin potatoes, Corn 

Salad, Rolls 

White cake w/chocolate icing 

Coffee/Tea 

20th (Monday)    Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

february 2020 … 
5th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm)  

17th      Presidents’ Day 

march 2020 … 
4th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm)  

 

april 2020 … 
5th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm)  

 

may 2020 … 
6th (Wednesday)  7:00 pm  Stated Meeting (Building opens at 5:00 pm)  

25th Monday    Memorial Day 
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december 

Birthdays 
1st  Eugene Canady Jr 13th  William Ferrier Jr 24th     Barlow Westcott 

 Tam Tran   Howard Magan Jr            Scot Autrey 

2nd  Terry Nothapt  14th Douglas Gabel  25th     Michael Kruse 

3rd  Daniel Coburn   John McConnell  26th     Earl Sandman 

 Daniel Campbell II 15th  James Johnson             Charles Magness 

4th  Donald McAninch  James Wright  27th     Vernon Turner 

5th  Robert Trevorrow  Charles Hillyer III            William Johnson Jr 

6th  Nick Debono  16th  Henry Taylor Jr             John Stulp 

 Kennard Henry   Charles Heard  28th     Richard Fyock 

7th Maurice Heikes  18th Charles Phillips             James Myrick Jr 

 Kennard Henry          Wayne Thompson 29th     John Cooper 

8th Darrell Fulkerson  20th Dwain Kuns             Donald Noffsinger 

9th Carl Hagans          Dwayne Jack  30th    Jay Bernard 

10th Samuel Pisciotta  21st Harold Rominger            Ronald Bowen 

 Ricky Haskell  22nd William Greathouse 31st   LeRoy Lindsey 

12th Dean Hopkins          Larry Ward           Charles Kovach 

    23rd Byrel Woolsey            Ian Wood 

            Paul Sayzonick 
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     Memorial Scroll  

    DATE    NAME 

September 11, 2019 David Allen Davis 

November 20, 2019 Robert W. Felmlee 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information current since last Quill and Scroll newsletter 

 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado (SCC) Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:  Wise Master, Bart 

Guthrie, 33°; Senior Warden,; Junior Warden, Blake Simmons, 32°; and Wise Master, Ronald Smith, 32° KCCH; Senior Warden, 

Charles Lewis, 32°; and Junior Warden, John Weed, 32°.  If you are interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping 

them, contact the office or Bart Guthrie, 33° for more information. 
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(Anatomy – from page 1) 
 

The signs and tokens of Masonry are of no small 

value; they speak a universal language, and act as a 

passport to the attention and support of the initiated 

in all parts of the world. They cannot be lost so long 

as the memory retains its power. Let the possessor of 

them be expatriated, shipwrecked or imprisoned; let 

him be stripped of everything he has got in the world; 

still these credentials remain and are available for use 

as circumstances require. 
 

Within the Scottish Rite Degrees are found symbols 

to sustain, precepts to cherish, and ideals to nurture 

throughout the balance of the year. Within our 

degrees there is much to thrill and inspire you as you 

learn of those hidden mysteries of life to which 

Masonry has long held a key. Well, the Fall 2019 

Reunion at Southern Colorado Consistory (SCC) is 

now history.  Congratulations. Those of you that 

attended the Fall Reunion, I thank you. Those that 

missed the Reunion, you potentially missed great 

degree work; some were superb, as usual. The impact 

starts with the casts, directors, staging, lighting and 

sound and many others who make these degrees a 

success each and every time. 
 

A Bridge to Light is a sort of "Cliff Notes" to 

summarize the Scottish Rite degrees as practiced in 

the Southern Jurisdiction, together with Morals and 

Dogma. By itself, A Bridge to Light isn't particularly 

valuable. But to someone who has taken the Scottish 

Rite degrees in the Southern Jurisdiction, it provides 

useful insight to what was done. That's why it's 

provided to every brother when he takes the degrees. 
 

With this book in hand, I suggest you immediately 

enroll in the Master Craftsman program. For a 

relatively small fee, you will receive Ill. Arturo de 

Hoyos, 33˚, G.C.’s book The Scottish Rite Ritual 

Monitor and Guide and six quizzes for a by-mail 

self-study program. The curriculum is centered 

around the Scottish Rite Degrees, history, and 

organization. It’s is a structured approach to learning 

more about the new organization which you have just 

joined. And if you really like learning about 

Freemasonry, join the Scottish Rite Research Society 

(SRC) and the Freemason Network 

(www.freemasonnetwork.net). 
 

If, and when you are able, be sure to visit the 

impressive House of the Temple in Washington, 

D.C. This is the headquarters of the Supreme Council 

of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction. 

It is your building, supported in part by your 

membership dues. If it’s an odd-numbered year, you 

can attend the Biennial Session of the Supreme 

Council in Washington, D.C. 
 

By now you may be asking, “But how can I get active 

in the day-to-day work of my Scottish Rite Valley?” 

Lots of ways! The first and most obvious way is to 

attend the events and activities of your Valley. This 

constitutes a broad range from stated meetings, 

dinners, charitable functions, and degree work. There 

is usually some activity or function that interests you, 

and if one is lacking—suggest it! 
 

Many Valleys, ours included, also have chapters of 

the Knights of St. Andrew, (KSA) a body of 32˚ 

Masons with the mission of assisting the Valley in 

various ways.  
 

However, whether you join the Knights of St. 

Andrew or not, your Valley has opportunities for 

every member to contribute in ways their cabletow 

allows. Maybe you can use your accounting skills to 

help audit the books, perhaps you can run the lighting 

or sound during degree work, use your drama 

training to participate in the degree or raise money 

for one of many charitable endeavors. But whatever 

you choose to do, remember the Royal Secret that 

you learned in the 32nd Degree and the teaching of 

the 24-inch gauge. There are some who think that the 

True Lost Word of Masonry is the word “No.” 

Masons tend to be eager to serve, and this willingness 

can sometimes lead to overburdening ourselves. 

When we take on too much, something has to suffer. 

We must strive to never take on more than we can 

bear. 
 

Through your activities you will frequently 

encounter the Scottish Rite’s best asset: its members! 

Be sure you take advantage of the Scottish Rite’s 

regional membership by developing new friendships, 

discovering new mentors, and increased fellowship 

opportunities. 
 

No matter how active you choose to be in your 

Valley, remember that as a 32˚ Master of the Royal 

Secret, your obligation runs deeper and broader than 

ever before. Remember that in the 32nd Degree, you 

vowed to serve as a “True Soldier” who seeks truth 

and knowledge, demands freedom of voice, vote, and 

http://www.freemasonnetwork.net/
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opinion for all people, combats spiritual tyranny with 

reason and truth, encourages men to be self-reliant 

and independent, and performs zealously his duties 

to God, his country, his family, his brethren, and 

himself. These are not idle words, but lofty ideals to 

be sought after and served. The best way you can 

contribute to the Scottish Rite is strive daily to live 

up to your obligation. 
 

By doing so, you will truly deserve the title of Master 

of the Royal Secret.  

CURRENT ANALYSIS 
 

If one was to critique our current Reunion 

performance, it should be honestly stated as 

adequate, but it can get significantly better.   
 

We witnessed some dedicated work by over-worked 

behind the scenes crews, led by J.D. Potter, 32˚ 

KCCH.  This team consistently met every challenge.  
 

Those members in attendance witnessed some stellar 

degree work by our degree teams.  The truly 

dedicated teams stood out!  The others did not.  
 

And the membership should accept responsibility for 

our shortcomings as well as our good works.  If our 

degree work is truly a “a gathering of Scottish Rite 

Masons from all over a State to see and take part in 

the degrees”, then we must be present!  We must be 

involved! We must be Scottish Rite Masons!  

 

Connecting with 

- listening to –  

The Grand Architect of the 

Universe 
 (Bro. Floyd M. Davis 32°) 

 

20°, GRAND MASTER OF ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quoting from Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma: “The 

true Mason is a Practical Philosopher who under 

religious emblems, in all ages, adopted by wisdom, builds 

upon plans traced by nature and reason, the moral edifice 

of knowledge.”  The Practical Philosopher, the living an 

earthly life, is a brother who lives a reality of every day 

decisions  and experiences of  good and evil, life and 

death, progress and failure.  He also lives a religious life 

under religious symbols directing him by a faith in an 

Eternal Grand Architect of the Universe-God who has a 

Grand Plan drawn on the Lodge Trestle Board displayed 

for his life directives or that of the Lodge’s directives.   In 

between the Practical life and Religious life is a cloudy, 

obscure, and many times silent Bridge of Communication 

between the two. It is this Communication Bridge that I 

wish to address, this Holiday Seasons of Christmas. 
 

The structural beams of this Communication Bridge 

between Practical earthly living and Spiritual/Religious 

living, in my opinion and thinking, is made up of 

participation, prayer, study, observation, listening, 

serving, remembering, feeling, thanksgiving, and 

celebrating. Two welcome vehicles of transportation for 

crossing the Communication Bridge between the two 

borders of life are Dreams and Visions. Some would label 

this as holistic living. Others would call this ‘Chimera’, 

anything that is hoped or whished for but in fact is illusory 

or impossible to achieve.  
 

When I studied, read through the 20° Grand MASTER OF 

ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES, which is all about 

leadership, from the Master of the Lodge and His officers 

to the observers sitting on the sidelines in support. When 

the degree symbolism played out on the lodge floor 

through the officers and participants voices and actions, I 

lost sight of the forest for the trees; the details obscured 

32˚ Master of the Royal Secret 
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the meaning of it all. When I read intensely through the 

degree in Morals and Dogma, the same thing happened.  

When I sat back and looked at the last 365 days of the 

year, the same thing happened; I got lost in the details and 

lost sight of the joy and thrill of living, the mystery of life. 
 

An illustration of my life experience of frustration in 

Masonry and practical living 365 days in 2019 is 

described quite well in the introductory paragraph of the 

20° in Morals and Doctrine:  
 

As Grand Master of all Symbolic Lodges, it is 

your especial duty to aid in restoring Masonry to 

its primary purity. You have become an 

instructor. Masonry long wandered in error. 

Instead of improving, it degenerated from its 

primitive simplicity and retrograded toward a 

system, distorted by stupidity and ignorance, 

which, unable to construct a beautiful machine, 

made a complicated one. Less than two hundred 

years ago, its organization was simple, and 

altogether moral, its emblems, allegories, and 

ceremonies easy to be understood, and their 

purpose and object readily to be seen. It was then 

confined to a very small number of Degrees. Its 

constitutions were like those of a Society of 

Essenes, written in the first century of our era. 

There could be seen the primitive Christianity, 

organized into Masonry, the school of 

Pythagoras without incongruities or absurdities; 

a Masonry simple and significant, in which it was 

not necessary to torture the mind to discover 

reasonable interpretations; a Masonry at once 

religious and philosophical, worthy of a good 

citizen and an enlightened philanthropist.” 
 

“The Right of Passage” from infant life to and through 

childhood years, on through those teenage years to young 

adulthood, to becoming elders or Grand Masters or lodge 

officers, the question prevails before us; wherever you are 

in the Right of Passage status, standing on the floor of a 

Masonic Lodge or in your home or carrier path, this 

Christmas Season, what answer say you to this: 
 

What would you ask the Grand Architect of the Universe 

for Christmas? 

--- or --- 

What does the Grand Architect of the Universe ask of 

you for Christmas? 
 

And, what, if anything, would stand in the way of this 

communication happening? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reaching for, communicating with, the Invisible Grand 

Architect of the Universe  

is a Masonic reality.   
 

Your Inner Child of the Past,  

is a reality;  
 

Living in Love with yourself, i.e., 

I am Enough, 

I am Deserving, 

I am Worthy, 

I can have it all, 

is a reality;  
 

I can’t remember what I forgot,  

is a reality;  
 

Josephus’ Complete Works on the history of God’s 

chosen people, the Jews,  

is a reality.  
 

The Trail of Tears, the rise and fall of the Cherokee 

Nation  

is a reality.  
 

The Unseen Realm  

is a reality.  
 

What is the Grand Architect of the Universe like? 
 

I have to admit that there was a time in my life when I 

knew about The Grand Architect of the Universe, but 

never really knew The Grand Architect of the Universe. 

But now, my mind has finally caught up with my heart.  I 

can see that there were clear danger signals.  Mine and 

man’s simplistic and traditional religion had never 

grappled with life’s deepest questions—the tough 

intellectual questions that defy easy answers.  He had 

evaded them, thinking that to question was to deny faith.  

The personal difficulties, problems with other people, and 
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anguish over the immense tragedies of the world had hit  

man with hurricane force and sent him into a tailspin of 

doubt and discouragement.  He had lived in two worlds: 

one of vague, cultural religion, and the other of profound, 

unresolved questions.  When his worlds collided, he 

realized The Grand Architect was not very real to him. 
 

Agnosticism, the view that the existence of God, of the 

divine or the supernatural is unknown or unknowable, is 

the silent agony of our age. It’s not questions about The 

Grand Architect of the Universe’s existence that trouble 

most masons, but the questions about what God is like and 

how they can know or converse with The Grand Architect 

of the Universe.   Total participation with The Grand 

Architect of the Universe, in all of life, and in death, is the 

key --- the Communication Bridge. 

 

 

 

Show Me!  

By Edgar Guest.  
 

I would rather see a Mason 

than hear one any day, 

I would rather one would walk 

with me than merely show the way. 
 

The eye's a better pupil and 

more willing than the ear, 

Fine counsel is confusing, but 

examples are always clear. 
 

And the best of all Masons 

are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see the good in action 

is what everybody needs. 
 

I can soon learn how to do it 

if you'll let me see it done, 

I can watch your hands in action, 

but your tongue too fast may run. 
 

And the lectures you deliver 

may be wise and true, 

But I'd rather get my lesson 

by observing what you do. 
 

For I may misunderstand you and 

the high advice you give, 

But there's no misunderstanding 

how you act and how you live. 
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A ballad of santa claus  

 

Among the earliest saints of old, before the first Hegira, 

I find the one whose name we hold, St. Nicholas of Myra: 

The best-beloved name, I guess, in sacred nomenclature,— 

The patron-saint of helpfulness, and friendship, and good-nature. 
 

A bishop and a preacher too, a famous theologian, 

He stood against the Arian crew and fought them like a Trojan: 

But when a poor man told his need and begged an alms in trouble, 

He never asked about his creed, but quickly gave him double. 
 

Three pretty maidens, so they say, were longing to be married; 

But they were paupers, lack-a-day, and so the suitors tarried. 

St. Nicholas gave each maid a purse of golden ducats chinking, 

And then, for better or for worse, they wedded quick as winking. Once, as he sailed, a storm 

arose; wild waves the ship surrounded; 

The sailors wept and tore their clothes, and shrieked "We'll all be drownded!" 

St. Nicholas never turned a hair; serenely shone his halo; 

He simply said a little prayer, and all the billows lay low. 
 

The wicked keeper of an inn had three small urchins taken, 

And cut them up in a pickle-bin, and salted them for bacon. 

St. Nicholas came and picked them out, and put their limbs together,— 

They lived, they leaped, they gave a shout, "St. Nicholas forever!" 
 

And thus it came to pass, you know, that maids without a nickel, 

And sailor-lads when tempest blow, and children in a pickle, 

And every man that's fatherly, and every kindly matron, 

In choosing saints would all agree to call St. Nicholas patron. 
 

He comes again at Christmas-time and stirs us up to giving; 

He rings the merry bells that chime good-will to all the living; 

He blesses every friendly deed and every free donation; 

He sows the secret, golden seed of love through all creation. 
 

Our fathers drank to Santa Claus, the sixth of each December, 

And still we keep his feast because his virtues we remember. 

Among the saintly ranks he stood, with smiling human features, 

And said, "Be good! But not too good to love your fellow-creatures!" 
Henry Van Dyke 

 

https://www.poemhunter.com/henry-van-dyke/poems/
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Southern Colorado Consistory   Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     James D. Cole, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen M. Munsinger, 33°   Karl J. Hinkle,  33°    Robert R. Cook, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General       Orient SGIG’s           Valley SGIG’s  

    Orient of Colorado    Personal Representative   Personal Representative 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry D. Nightingale, 33°  Jason M. Bunch, 32° Norman A. Pechacek, 32°   Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 

     Venerable Master               Wise Master          Commander              Master of Kadosh 

    Lodge of Perfection   Chapter of Rose Croix    Council of Kadosh         Consistory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°    Charles E. Lewis, 32°  James S. Eaches, 33°  Richard Sater, 33° 

          Almoner    Prelate          Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

  

ALLEGIANCE 

 The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme 

Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon. 
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Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 

1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 
Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

 

Office Telephone numbers: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

 

We aspire to inspire our Members 
 

We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 
 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 
 

We believe in Fellowship 
 

We encourage in Personal Growth 
 

We care for our Members 
 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  
 

(speech and language therapy for children in need) 
 

We cherish in our Historical Presence 
 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 
 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 

increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as 

legacy gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests 

in wills, trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue 

Scottish Rite activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

