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What’s Working/What’s Not 

We have begun the work of 
contacting Brothers in our Consistory 

by phone or email.  It has started off slowly, but 
calls are being made and the response so far has 
been generally favorable.  We are trying to clean up 
the Sentinel database and get good email addresses 
(where available) and contact phone numbers.  In 
the next 30 – 45 days I expect that Br. Bob Harper, 
32° KCCH, Commander of the Council of Kadosh, 
will be ready to expand and ask for additional 
volunteers for the SCC Connects program. 

Our first attempts at a Zoom meeting to get back on 
track with our educational program got off to a 
stumbling start.  We have worked to get a better 
situation with the Zoom platform and by the time 
this is published we will have had a chance to 
“meet” with representatives of each of the bodies to 
review their plans and activities.  I am encouraged 
that we are fighting thru the WNDITWB (We Never 
Did It That Way Before) reluctance and adjusting 
our plans accordingly.  I expect to have a solid 
meeting plan in the next 2 months and finally get a 
chance for sharing, especially with our brothers that 
are too far away  
 
 
 
 

 
 
to attend regular meetings and those brothers that 
are home-bound for a variety of reasons. 

We are still concerned that there will not be a 
reunion later this year.  Concerns about group 
meetings, the rules for disinfecting the Masonic 
Center and the depleted ranks of performers and 
support staff to pull off a reunion are problems we 
must solve.  We may have to cut back on the 
number of degrees to accommodate our current 
membership.  We are also in need of participants on 
the Rose Croix funeral team.  If you have any 
interest in helping please contact myself or the 
Valley Secretary.  I have seen some changes and 
modifications to the VMAP program that will be 
helpful in the coming years.  More on this point as 
we see how the new program works for our Valley. 

While there are plenty of things to work on and 
obstacles to overcome, I am always encouraged by 
the willingness of brothers of the Southern 
Colorado Consistory to pitch in and get things done.  
Since we are in a time of change we must continue 
to plan, execute, evaluate and adjust to continue our 
personal Masonic growth. 



 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING PIKE STATUE 

 
On June 19th, 2020 a statue of Past Grand Commander Albert Pike was toppled from its pedestal 
in Washington, D.C.  
 
The statue celebrated Pike’s humanitarian successes and his leadership of the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry.  The statue was gifted to the people of the United States in 1901.  Even though the 
Scottish Rite no longer had any ownership rights to the sculpture, this Supreme Council has 
repeatedly voiced its strong support for any governmental decision to remove the statue, because 
we recognized that its existence could be a concern among some citizens. 
 
We can never condone unlawful acts; otherwise the foundation of our society would crumble. 
However, the statue has belonged to the people since we gave it to them more than a hundred 
years ago.  Our prayer is that the removal of the statue can be at least a small step toward healing 
our nation’s wounds.  
 
As Scottish Rite Masons, we prefer to step forward with our fellow citizens, consistent with the 
Scottish Rite Creed:  Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom 
of conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal. 
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The Fourth of July ---also known as Independence Day has been a federal holiday in the United 
States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century  

and the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776 the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and 
two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of 
American Independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family 
gatherings and barbecues. The Fourth of July 2020 is on July 4, 2020. 

A History of Independence Day 

When the initial battles in the Revolutionary War broke out in April 1775, few colonists desired complete 
independence from Great Britain, and those who did were considered radical. 

By the middle of the year, however, many more colonists had come to favor independence, thanks to growing 
hostility toward Great Britain and the spread of revolutionary sentiments such as the ones expressed in the best 
selling pamphlet "Common Sense" published by Thomas Paine in early 1776. 

On June 7th, when the Continental Congress met at the Pennsylvania State House ( later Independence Hall )in 
Philadelphia, the Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee introduced a motion calling for the colonies 
independence. Amid heated debate Congress postponed the vote on Lee's resolution, but appointed a five-man 
committee--including Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of 
Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Robert Livingston of New York--to draft a formal 
statement to justify the break with Great Britain.  

On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of Lee's resolution for independence in a near unanimous 
vote (the New York delegation abstained, but later voted affirmatively). On that day John Adams wrote his wife 
Abigail that July 2 "will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival" and that 
the celebration should include "Pomp and parade... Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations 
from one end of this Continent to the other." 

On July 4th, the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, which had been 
written largely by Jefferson. The vote for actual independence took place on July 2nd, from then on the 4th 
became the day that was celebrated as the birth of American independence. 

NOTE OF INTEREST: John Adams believed July 2nd was the correct date to celebrate the birth of American 
independence and repeatedly turned down invitations to appear at July 4th events in protest. Further, Jefferson 
the 3rd President of the United States, at the age of 86, and Adams the 6th President of the United States at the 
age of 90, both died on July 4th 1826 approximately 5 hours apart, the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

The Fourth of July Becomes a Federal Holiday 

The tradition of patriotic holiday became more widespread after the War of 1812, in which the United States 
again faced Great Britain. In 1870, the U.S. Congress made July 4th a federal holiday; in 1941, the provision 
was expanded to grant a paid holiday to all federal employees.  
 

Over the years the political importance of the holiday would decline, but Independence Day remained an 
important national holiday and a symbol of patriotism. The most common symbol of the holiday is the 
American flag, and the most common musical accompaniment is "The Star Spangled Banner". 



 
 

 
Greetings for July Brothers! 
  
I wanted to give you a brief update on the activities of the Chapter Rose Croix.  Just before the 
onset of COVID-19, together with Brother Secretary Vincent Johnson, I began sending 

condolence cards to the families of Brothers in the Consistory that pass. One of the primary responsibilities of 
the Chapter Rose Croix is to attend to passing of our Brothers, most obviously when you see me present the 
Memorial Scroll at Stated Meetings.  But also, in the Rose Croix Funeral Team.  
  
Did you know that all Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to a Rose Croix funeral?  Two of our 
Chapter Rose Croix line officers this year, and others in our Consistory, are on that team.  We are always in 
need of assistance in this incredibly important part of our Rite.  I would encourage anyone with an interest in 
assisting us in this vital part of our honoring passed Brothers to contact me for more information.  Please watch 
for information on excerpts from this beautiful ceremony in further newsletters! 
  
As I continue to contact and extend our condolences to families of our passed Brothers, I encourage you to 
please, please ensure you contact the Consistory Office if you are aware of the passing of a Brother.  I am 
committed to timely contact with the families and extending the hand of Brotherhood.  
  
As well, if you are aware of a Brother who, themselves, or a family member, may be ill and in need of our 
assistance, our Chapter Rose Croix is committed to aiding those that need us.  A call, a visit, outreach to our 
Brother Almoner on their behalf…we are here.

Today’s Mayhem: A Challenge for Masonic Intervention 
 
So, now that you've read the title of this article, I hope you can look introspectively into by what I 

am about to discuss. Let's start with the tremendous market increase our country experienced at the beginning of 
this year…only to see it hit rock bottom by an unavoidable pandemic, nation-wide unemployment, rioting, 
death, and destruction that continues to take its toll on humanity nationwide—all the while destroying our 
country’s moral fiber and way of life. Moreover, we as beneficiaries of this stage show are experiencing the 
repugnant sense of harm and deviously-planned mayhem this social unrest has taken. 
 
Here’s some food for thought: As Scottish Rite Masons, what degree of comfort and condolence are we willing 
to offer our fellow citizens that could return their world back to a respectable semblance of order? Do we 
genuinely try to honor the “obligations” we assumed at the altar…or do we pay lip service to their 
commitments? Can we honestly say that, as pillars of society and upstanding citizens of this nation, we honor 
commitments made to our brethren, our fraternity and, definitely not least, our society? As an organization 
which aspires to outwardly exhibit moral and spiritual values, do we shun from discussing problems at social 
gatherings in order to avoid disagreements?  Can we truly represent what is taught in Lodge: communicate, 
discuss, and address head-on the ongoing gridlocks that negatively impact our society?  Can we reach out to our 
fellow Prince Hall families in an attempt to understand how our Masonic influence can resolutely address the 
issues destroying our current social order?  



 
Within our Scottish Rite circles, we attend Zoom presentations that address Masonic history. We discuss the 
morals and doctrine of our Order. We entertain the symbolisms of the Square and Compass. We study the 
esoteric meaning of cultural symbols, myths and allegories. We are a self-governing organization which serves 
as an indiscriminate template for other civic organizations and related social groups to emulate. However, with 
the media’s current focus on social disruptiveness, inhumane rudeness, and appalling sense of rogue allowance, 
can we also ask ourselves how we, as members of the Scottish Rite Order, could mend the social gap existing 
between those who mourn and those who destroy?    
 
Let’s ask ourselves this question: How can we, as Scottish Rite Masons, influence a return to civilized discourse 
within our communities where citizens are deeply hurting from frequent rioting, police action, negative media 
narratives, church closings, commercial turmoil, and uncontrolled mayhem? Can we co-op with civic and/or 
religious groups and engage in meaningful/progressive discourse and address the growing societal 
disruptiveness and mayhem?  I believe that, as members of the Scottish Rite, we are more than capable of 
assuming a role in this arena by taking action which educates our craft on how to better contend with these 
rising societal issues, lest we lose the purpose of our existence. 
 
 

…and with our Grand Master’s edict a number of online “Fraternal Gatherings” now meet regularly. The 
response has been very positive with the ability for Brothers to make the stay-at-home order a bit less lonely 

and keep in touch with one another and share Masonic education. All is public information, nothing tiled. 

The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others please let us know. 

All meeting are weekly gatherings: 

 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 

Lumen Artis #190, 7pm. Contact Russ Mason, secretary@lumenartislodge.com 

Colorado Springs York Rite, David Reynolds, davidd1@comcast.com 

Thursday

G L Education Committee, 7pm, Dave Williams, David Reynolds, davidd1@comcast.com 

Friday 

Virtual Happy Hour, 6pm, Michael-Ryan Fletchall, manitoulodge68@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 

JULY 

BIRTHDAYS!

Eric Schuyler 
Keith Stockman 

Eric Peterson 
Kurt Murray-Cameron 

Barton Guthrie 
William Davidson 

James Burger 
Alexander Van Arsdale 

Robert Shepherd 
Ronald Garrett 
Larry Newman 
Daniel Brooks 

Franklin Baxley 
Tim Johnson 
Ralph Newby 
Leland Barden 

Ian Forbes 
Fred Kiger 

Harvey Bucholtz 
Fred Falk 

Rodger Fuller 
Grant Anderson 

Eddie Taylor 
Richard Gillit 

Lyle Japhet 
Robert Ward 
Ernest Dierk 
Charles Jones 

Arnold Montoya 
Rodney Metz 
Eugene Farish 

John Indermuehle 
Michael-Ryan Fletchall 

Jerry Cowden 
William Michael 

Charles Lewis 
Richard Davis 
Russell Sharpe 
George Walk 

John Skoglund 
Billy Rider 

Timothy Mills 
Darrell Davis 

Frederick Glauner 
John Fink 

Edward Crum 
Wilson Moulton 

John Carr
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Editor - Jeff Beauprez    mason@colorado-networks.com 

Web/social media – Jeff Beauprez   mason@colorado-networks.com 

This publication is produced monthly by and for the benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern 
Colorado Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.  

Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  Articles should be 
approximately 250-1000 words long.  Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright permissions may be 
included with your submission.  Articles may be submitted in electronic format via email to the editor.  All articles are subject to 
editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly marked as copyrighted.  No compensation is given for any articles, 
photographs, or other materials submitted or published.  

Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email address.   

This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A copy of this 
program can be found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues (subject to available storage space) are available for viewing 
on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the EDITOR, Quill 
& Scroll.  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and 
content!  We need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously.  If you are 
receiving this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you.  If you know of a Brother who has email but is not 
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our database.  

 

 



ALLEGIANCE 

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley 
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights 
Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon. 

 
Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

     James D. Cole, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

 

    
 

 Karl J. Hinkle,  33°          Robert R. Cook, 33° 
    Deputy of the Supreme Council                        Valley SGIG’s  
             Orient of Colorado        Personal Representative 

 

 

   

    Michael Mabbit, 32°      Jason M. Bunch, 32°                      Robert Harper, 32°           Michael ‘Bo” Cruz. 32°        
Venerable Master            Wise Master             Commander                         Master of Kadosh 
Lodge of Perfection     Chapter of Rose Croix        Council of Kadosh      Consistory 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°    Charles E. Lewis, 32°  James S. Eaches, 33° Vincent T. Johnson, 32° KCCH 
Almoner    Prelate          Treasurer      Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

  



Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 
1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 
Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday 

Telephone numbers: 
719-471-7966 
877-471-7966 
719-635-1560

We aspire to inspire our Members 
We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 
We believe in Fellowship 

We encourage in Personal Growth 
We care for our Members 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  
(Speech and language therapy for children in need) 

 
We cherish in our Historical Presence 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 
 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 
increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as 
legacy gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in 
wills, trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish 
Rite activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 


