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Ill Bob Cook, 33°
Valley Personal Representative

Let’s Roll!
So, the September stated meeting had some significant highlights. Br. Blake Simmons, Wise Master of the
Chapter of Rose Croix, led an interesting discussion about our commitments as Masons to some basic
principles. There was a reasonable amount of discourse and exchange of ideas on the topics he presented.
The meal was well received by all. Of course, we had a few stumbling blocks as we got started. I was
reminded that after not doing this for several months there would be some start up problems. But in the end,
it all worked out. When I reflect on where we have come from in the last two years regarding our approach to
education, I am extremely pleased. I want to recognize the work of the four bodies in their approach to these
educational discussions.
Our October meeting should be another eventful evening. The meal plans sound great. A flyer should be
available in the newsletter along with a separate email distribution. Br. Mike Mabbitt, Venerable Master of
the Lodge of Perfection, has arranged for a presentation on Rite Care. If you missed our presentation over a
year ago, you would not want to miss this event. Br. Mike has also prepared a presentation for the Feast of
Tishri, including the obligatory toasts. This is a required ceremony that speaks to some very special ideals that
we need to aspire to as Freemasons. We are hoping to be able to offer a hybrid approach to this meeting so
that Brothers that cannot make it to the in‐person meeting can still enjoy the presentation.
The plans right now are to have our in‐person Reunion in November. Degree teams are starting to get
practices together; the crews have been working on how the theatrical degrees will be presented; and, the
education team has been working on the degrees that will be communicated. Since we have not done this for
over a year, expect some hiccups but the degree teams and crew are working to make this Reunion a
memorable event. We are still looking for more petitions – if you have a prospect, invite them to the October
meeting to give them a glimpse of the Scottish Rite in Southern Colorado.
One last but very important subject. While at this very moment we are not under any tight restrictions
regarding our meetings, we should remember that it can change in an instant. To vaccinate or not to
vaccinate. Masks or no masks. My personal feeling is that without any specific instructions from our political
or health authorities or Grand Master edicts we can move ahead with our plans. But you must make a
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personal assessment for yourself. If you are uncomfortable with the meetings, especially regarding the
upcoming Reunion, you should make that known for whatever team you are on, and we should accept your
decision. There is no right or wrong answer – this is a personal choice, and you must make it for yourself.

Br. Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer

Brethren,

Our Balances as of August 31, 2021.
Investments $739,390.51
Cash ENT Checking/Savings $16,919.63
All bills have been paid through the end of August.

Ill Barry Nightingale, 33°
Director General

My Brothers,
As we all come out of COVID restrictions, and work to get back into our previous “schedules”, I hope that
many of you will resume your active participation in our meetings and our Reunions.
Thanks to the presiding officers of the four bodies, we continue to have excellent presentations, but we miss
the fellowship of so many of you at our meetings.
We have at least 3 confirmed Brothers that want to become Masters of the Royal Secret this fall, and we may
have even more within the next month. Unfortunately, we do not have enough volunteers to complete the
minimum necessary work to present a Reunion for our candidates, that meets the high standards of the
Southern Colorado Consistory. Therefore, we are so very reluctantly cancelling the November 2021 Reunion
for our Consistory. We will send our Candidates to Denver for participation in their Reunion.
BUT – I want to work with all of you to enable us to avoid cancelling the Reunion that is planned for the Spring.
To do that, we need the help of all of you – no exceptions.
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‐ Thanks to the diligence of Ill Bro Jerry Underwood as Director of Degrees, and the amazing work of the
current Degree Masters, we were able to pull together the mandatory degrees and 2 optional degrees. But –
it has taken a lot of work and team effort on the part of the Degree Masters.
‐ I cannot adequately express my appreciation to all of the cast members as well, for their willingness to “step
up” and learn / refresh their parts. Unfortunately, we just haven’t had enough volunteers joining them.
‐ The situation is a little worse for the Support Departments, under the oversight of WB JD Potter. We have
significant need for help in several areas. As I said in the last newsletter – in most cases, we can train you on
how to help in the Departments. And for those of you with experience with computers and a/v systems, we
can certainly use your knowledge. There is real work to be done in the Departments, and the loyal Brothers
already working on it, need our help.
Bottom‐line is that we all need to step‐up to the plate. We need to volunteer our time and energy. And for
those great Brothers that have worked so hard on pulling together the degree casts, I pray that they will
maintain (and even increase) their proficiency between now and the Spring.
With the support of EVERYONE, we can get back “in the groove” with our Reunions.

Br. Bob Harper 32o KCCH
Commander, Council of Kadosh

My Brethren,
Some thoughts on the Twenty‐four Inch Gauge.
In some jurisdictions Freemasons are taught that the Twenty‐four Inch Gauge is divided into three equal parts.
While the gauge of the operative mason always will be divided into three equal parts, could it not be that our
Symbolism is better when we divide our Symbolic Gauge into three parts, without a measurement of time for
each part. Masons should be able to divide their time in a way that is becoming to Masonry.
An important point that may have been overlooked by some Brethren is the is that the Twenty‐four Inch
Gauge leaves no wasted time. Even the time allotted for refreshment and sleep is not wasted since it prepares
a Mason for the service to God and his fellowman as well as his necessary vocations. Rather than idle time, I'm
sure we have all said at least once, if not more often, there isn't enough time in the day. And so, it may be for
the Mason who seriously considers the Lessons and Symbols which have been presented to him, and gives
them the time required to study, understand and exemplify them.
If the Twenty‐four Inch Gauge teaches one thing it is that a Mans' and Masons' day is a full one. There is no
time that should be wasted away.
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Time is the only thing that men have in equal amounts. It should be divided into portions and used wisely, any
second wasted is lost forever. Time is the one commodity that can never be recovered.

Br. Craig Fabec, 32o KCCH
Prior, Consistory

As we are approaching the coming holidays, many of us are looking forward to the various traditions we
celebrate. As Freemasons we are very familiar with our traditions among the craft that unite us and give us a
common connection, but it is our family and personal traditions that make us unique. These can take the form
of specific foods, activities, or celebrations others may not be familiar with. I encourage all of us to share some
of our traditions over the next few months to start up conversation and get to know another outside of our
masonic commonalities.
Since it was my suggestion, I will start. My favorite family tradition takes place the Friday after Thanksgiving
and involves ravioli. Every year our family would make hundreds of handmade ravioli to eat on Christmas eve.
Our extended family would gather that morning at our great grandmother’s home and the process would
begin. Those who were rollers arrived early to roll out the dough and get it ready on the same formica table
that I thought every year would break. Once the dough was rolled the matriarchs of the family, my
grandmother and my great grandmother would inspect it to make sure it was not too thin or too thick. The
cutters would then take over (always under the watchful eye of great grandma) … using old tomato paste cans
circles would be meticulously cut, never overlapping, and never wasting too much dough. Those little discs
would then be passed to the fillers who either filled them with meat or cheese, never both, all while great
grandma made sure they weren’t filling them too full. They were then passed to the “forkers.” Did you know
they make special machines to seal ravioli together? Neither did we, we used forks to close them. As one of
the younger cousins tried to explain to her first grade classmates “we fork them.” Finally, they were arranged
in neat rows and columns as the counters keep a running tally of cheese and meat. They were eventually
packed and frozen for our annual Christmas Eve dinner. Though we lost our great grandma in 2020 at 107
years old I am happy to say the tradition will continue at a different location but on the same table we used all
those years.
Traditions can take many forms, but they hold a special part in our life and organization. Learning about
other’s traditions is a wonderful way of learning about each other.
“How do we keep our balance? That I can tell you in one word… Tradition!”
Tevya Fiddler on the Roof
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Br. Kurt Zimmerman 32°
Senior Warden Chapter Rose Croix

The Tyler's Toast

One of the great benefits of being a Mason is when traveling. When you find yourself moving to a new town it
is comforting to know you can open the phone book (ok, the internet) find the local lodge and be welcomed
by a group of like minded individuals. What is amazing about lodges thousands of miles apart is when
conducting business, it is almost identical anywhere you go. The opening, the closing, communications etc.
What really makes the experience of traveling great are those unique differences you find from one lodge to
the next.
Before coming to Colorado, I had been living in Korea where I had joined Lodge Han Yang #1048 which was
established in 1908 under the Grand Lodge of Scotland. In this Scottish lodge it was traditional after the
meeting to have “Harmony” which began right after the close of the business meeting. Brothers and guests
joined together at the table. Food, whiskey (Scotch of course) and other libations were served. Interjected
into the socializing and conversation were toasts. Quite a few actually. First off was a toast to the queen of
England (Scottish lodge after all), one for absent brothers, guests and visitors, new brothers, the list goes on as
well as miscellaneous toasts from the brothers. As the night drew to a close there was one last toast to end
the evening.
The Tyler's Toast, to be recited by the Tyler (or whichever remaining brother could recite the words). This
toast has been attributed to Rudyard Kipling although some say Robert Burns, both of them dedicated
Masons. It is several stanzas long, each containing an ideal in Masonry. It involves some call and response
from the brothers on ``Happy to meet‐Sorry to part‐ Happy to meet again”. The final proclamation is a toast,
“To all poor and distressed brethren”. At this, The remaining glasses are “freely drained” and the brothers
depart for the evening. Until the next time.
'Are your glasses all charged in the West and the South?' the Worshipful Master cried!
'All charged in the West'
'All charged in the South'
Came the Wardens' prompt reply.
Then to our final toast tonight, our glasses freely drain,
Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again.
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Br. Joe Surek, 32°

Brethren,
As it is that time of year for our Annual Feast of Tishri, I would like to share a short video (~20min) that I
prepared last year about this feast.
Based on my familiarity with the Hebrew calendar and the traditional High Holidays of this time of year for the
Jewish people, I discuss some lessons as Masons that we can learn from the Hebrew traditions, as well as
discuss what I believe to be the true purposes of this Masonic feast.
Many associate this Masonic Feast with the Jewish Holiday of Sukkot, but perhaps it is something a little more,
and by understanding its roots, can help us better understand why as Masons we are to annually reunite with
one another in celebration of the rich traditions of Scottish Rite Masonry.
To view the video, please copy/paste the link below into your browser, and I look forward to seeing you all at
our upcoming Feast of Tishri.
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AOR%2DSEDXSmDk1pw&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB79
6852%2114266&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates!

www.sococonsistory.org

Grand Lodge Members: http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/
Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org
…and with our Grand Master’s edict a number of online “Fraternal Gatherings” now meet regularly. The response has
been very positive with the ability for Brothers to make the stay‐at‐home order a bit less lonely and keep in touch with
one another and share Masonic education. All is public information, nothing tiled.
The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others please let us know.

All meeting are weekly gatherings:
1st & 3rd Wednesday
Lumen Artis #190, 7pm. Contact Russ Mason, secretary@lumenartislodge.com
Colorado Springs York Rite, David Reynolds, davidd1@comcast.com
Thursday
Educational Presentations hosted via Zoom. Formal invitations will be sent out from the Grand Lodge 1‐2 weeks in
advance of any presentation.
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Quill and Scroll Editor/Web/Social Media Request for Volunteers
As the new editor of the Quill and Scroll and being in charge of the Web and Social Media, I am looking for
Volunteers who would like to assist me in serving the Southern Colorado Consistory in achieving its
communications goals. I am looking for brethren with some specific skills so we can spread the workload
across many brothers. Many hands make light work. Below is what I am looking for. Please email me at
ralphnewby@yahoo.com if you have one or several these skills and are willing to volunteer.


Proficient in WordPress to make changes to the SCC website and support management of the site.



Background in making a newsletter look good and easy to maintain from month to month.



Experience in web design to assist in planning design changes to the SCC website.



Experience in promoting via Social Media and monitoring Social Media presence and responses to
promote Scottish Rite Masonry and Masonry in general.

Br. Ralph Newby, 32°
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CALENDAR
We are endeavoring to provide you with a calendar of events so that you can plan for your participation in
Scottish Rite activities. We will be enhancing this area of the next few months
October 6, 2021
Feast of Tishri – Open to all Masons and their families
Social gathering: 5:30 PM – Dinner: 6:00 PM ($20 members, $25 non members) RSVP Secretary‐
719.330.1735 by 09/28/21 (I know this is before the newsletter comes out)
Menu
Brisket (6oz) with coleslaw and potato salad
OR
¼ Chicken with Coleslaw and Potato
Each meal includes Coffee and Tea
November 3, 2021
7:00 PM Regular meeting – no meal
December 1, 2021
7:00 PM Elections – no meal
January 5, 2021
Installation – more information to come
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS!
Chad Ivy Chaddick

Arthur D Jones

Blaine William Roeder

Donald R Clowers

Otis E Littlepage

Nathan S Rolofson

Eric L Ellithorpe

Charles C Martin

Thomas J Scheulen

Jededia V Ellithorpe

Jerry D McGill

Christopher B Simmons

D Duane Esarey

Larry J Neu

Douglas F Smith

Todd E Gould

Stephen G Pease

Jack I Stivers

Joseph E Hadad

Wray S Pedro

Harley L Thompson

Arthur S Hagan, Jr

Michael T Perez

James C Warren, III

Robert W Harper

Sumner W Pressey, III

Albert Wetmore
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Notices received since August 27, 2021

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM
All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing. Members
should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service. It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort
to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are: Wise Master, Ronald Smith,
32° KCCH; Senior/Junior Warden, Charles Lewis, 32°; Junior Wardens, Blake Simmons, 32° and John Weed, 32°. If you are
interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more information.
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Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff
Robert R. Cook, 33° ‐ Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719‐598‐5638 rrcook@4masonry.com
John A. Moreno, 33° ‐ Staff Photographer 303‐238‐3635
Editor – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com
Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for the
benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado Consistory in the Valley
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those
of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.
Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday). Articles
should be approximately 250‐1000 words long. Where appropriate, relevant high‐resolution images with proper copyright
permissions may be included with your submission. Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor. All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly
marked as copyrighted. No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or
published.
Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email
address.
This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file. It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com). Current and past issues (subject to available storage space)
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.
Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.
If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.
THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!! Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content! We
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously. If you are receiving
this e‐newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you. If you know of a Brother who has email but is not
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our
database.
Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period.
Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th
Wednesday.
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ALLEGIANCE
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of
Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the
Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights
Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon.

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs

James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

Karl J. Hinkle, 33°

Robert R. Cook, 33°

Deputy of the Supreme Council
Orient of Colorado

Personal Representative
Valley of Colorado Springs ‐ Pueblo

Michael Mabbitt, 32°
Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

Blake Simmons, 32°
Wise Master
Chapter of Rose Croix

Robert Harper, 32° KCCH
Commander
Council of Kadosh

Michael L. McMillan, 33°
Almoner

Charles E. Lewis, 32°
Prelate

Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer
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Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh
Consistory

Vincent T. Johnson, 33°
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar
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Support your
Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite
1150 Panorama Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday
Telephone numbers:

719-471-7966
877-471-7966
719-635-1560

We aspire to inspire our Members
We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs
We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members
We believe in Fellowship
We encourage in Personal Growth
We care for our Members
We strongly support our charity RiteCare
(Speech and language therapy for children in need)
We cherish in our Historical Presence
We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans
All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever
increasing financial support. Please consider SCC in your estate planning. Planned gifts, also known as legacy
gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills,
trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities. Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite
activities. Thank you in advance for any and all support!
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