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Ill Bob Cook, 33° 
Valley Personal Representative 
 
 

A New Year – A Restart for our Consistory 
 
Most of the time as we approach the end of another year, we look back at the accomplishments and 
achievements of the past.  There were some highlights but there were also some “low” lights.  Most of the 
year was spent again trying to work around the often-conflicting guidance from government officials, health 
officials and our own Masonic leadership.  It has been clear that the pandemic was still not well understood 
and that has led to changing rules.  We spent a good portion of the year looking at each other in small squares 
on a computer screen.  We did manage to have some interesting and exciting discussions about our Rite.  Now 
we are ready to move from working on virtual meetings to actually getting together in person and even 
enjoying a meal and social time before our stated meetings. 
 
January will be an open meeting with a dinner preceding it.  This will be an open meeting centering on the 
installation of the new officers in our four bodies and the support staff.  Everyone looks anxious to get started 
on the new year.  We have plans for several open meetings – invite your Scottish Rite brothers that we have 
missed and other Masons that might be interested in what Scottish Rite Masonry is like in southern Colorado.  
We are still working towards two Reunions this year.  Our efforts to get a Zoom presence available for our 
brothers that for one reason or another are unable to attend in person still needs work.  This will be a priority 
of mine for 2022. 
 
Some events that are in the planning phases:  A Masonic Jeopardy tournament led by Br. Mike Mabbitt, 
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection.  This will pit contestants from the four bodies against each other 
is some open meetings.  Br. Blake Simmons, Wise Master of the Chapter of Rose Croix, is raising the bar 
another notch with our annual ceremony or Renewal, Remembrance and Commitment.  Br. Craig Fabec, 
Master of Kadosh of the Consistory, is planning a Blue Lodge recognition event – a social time to recognize our 
Blue Lodge Brothers. 
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Br. Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH 
Treasurer  
 
 
 

Brethren, 

Our Balances as of November 30, 2021. 

 Investments $748,997.08 

 Cash ENT Checking/Savings $35,805.46 

 All bills have been paid through the end of November 

 

 

 

Br. Bob Harper 32o KCCH 

Commander, Council of Kadosh 

 

 
Thoughts on the Tiler's Sword 

 
The Tiler's Sword is symbolic of a need in the days when this instrument was the principal means of 

offense or defense. It may have been used in the days of the operative masons to protect the secrets of the 
master builder from the cowan. Now the Tiler simply refuses to admit a man into the lodge whom he doesn't 
know. The sword becomes a symbol of the Tiler's authority to protect the lodge from imposters. 
 

To Speculative Masons, the Tiler's Sword should act as a reminder of moral lessons. It should admonish 
us to "set a guard at the entrance of our thoughts, to place a watch at the door of our lips, and to post a 
sentinel at the avenue of our actions, thereby excluding every unqualified and unworthy thought, word, and 
deed, and preserving consciences that are void of offense toward God and man. Silence and circumspection 
are considered Masonic virtues, according to the ritual. 

We are reminded to be ever "watchful and guarded in our words and actions."  
 

However, don't let our being watchful and guarded in our words to the point we consider everything to 
be secret, when in fact there are only a few things that really are. A Mason should strive to be able to discuss 
the principles and teachings of Masonry circumspectly and discreetly to any good man who inquires about 
Masonry, in the hope he may become a petitioner. 
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 Br. Blake Simmons 32° 
Wise Master, Chapter Rose Croix 

 

 

 

Brothers, one of the greatest services that a Brother can extend to the Consistory and the Brethren is 

to be part of the Rose Croix Memorial Team. As the new year progresses, Chapter Rose Croix will 

make even more efforts to enlarge the Memorial team and improve our service to the Consistory. 

Currently there are 4 active members and since the team is comprised of a Wise master, Senior and 

Junior Warden, this allows us only 1 brother to fill in when needed. In order to truly serve the needs of 

our Consistory, we need at least 2 teams which would be 6 members. For years, I have heard the 

leaders ask for additional brothers to join the team and help with the needs. One thing to understand 

is that our Prelate, Brother Charles Lewis is one of the team members, and currently in his 90’s. 

Brother Charles is a steadfast and dedicated Brother and always can be depended on to serve, but 

he often reminds me that we need new Brothers to be part of the team as new replacements.  

Brothers, plainly said, we need additional team members. Please contact Wise Master Blake 

Simmons and help us make sure that we are always ready and available to serve our Departed 

brothers and their families in time of need. Help us improve and expand our ability the assist our 

brothers and their families and take part by joining the Rose Croix Memorial team. 

Service is a gift not only to those who receive it, but also to those who offer it. 

email contact – holidayhills@q.com 

 

Br. Michael Mabbitt, 32° 

Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection 

 

 

How do you Define Freemasonry? 

There are dozens of definitions of what Freemasonry is.  Some of 
them shed a positive light on our fraternal organization and some 
of them do not. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica defines it as “the teachings and 
practices of the fraternal (men-only) order of Free and Accepted 

Masons, the largest worldwide secret society—an oath-bound society, often devoted to 
fellowship, moral discipline, and mutual assistance, that conceals at least some of its rituals, 
customs, or activities from the public (secret societies do not necessarily conceal their 
membership or existence)”.  
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Be a Freemason.org defines it as “the oldest fraternal organization in the world. Though its 
origins can be traced to the stonemasons and cathedral builders of medieval times, 
Freemasonry remains a vital force in the daily lives of millions of men across 
the globe”. 

Some say that Freemasonry is a science, a philosophy, an art and a universal 
knowledge that provides an understanding of how an individual fits into the 
universe and how the universe fits into him.  But what do you say?  How do 
you define Freemasonry? Has your definition or Freemasonry changed from 
when you were initiated as an Entered Apprentice to now? 

Throughout the years we have seen public opinion change from support to Freemasonry to 
shunning its existence and then back to supporting it again.  As we move through time and our 
perceptions of humanity change based on the events of the time, has it influenced your 
definition of Freemasonry? 

We as Masons are held to four cardinal virtues;  
-Fortitude: Courage in pain or adversity. 
-Prudence: Careful good judgment that allows someone to avoid danger or 
risks 
-Temperance: Moderation in action, thought, or feeling 
-Justice: The process or result of using laws to fairly judge and punish 
crimes and criminals 

 

In keeping with these virtues, which have not changed since I have been a Mason, I would say 
that my definition of Freemasonry has not changed.  No matter what the situation is, what 
adversity we are facing, we as Masons will ALWAYS meet upon the level of equality, act by the 
plumb of uprightness, and part upon the square of virtue. 
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates! 

www.sococonsistory.org 

 

 

Grand Lodge Members:  http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/ 

Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org 

…and with our Grand Master’s edict a number of online “Fraternal Gatherings” now meet regularly. The response has 

been very positive with the ability for Brothers to make the stay-at-home order a bit less lonely and keep in touch with 

one another and share Masonic education. All is public information, nothing tiled. 

 

 

The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others, please let us know. 

Thursday

Educational Presentations hosted via Zoom. Formal invitations will be sent out from the Grand Lodge 1-2 weeks in 
advance of any presentation. 
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Quill and Scroll Editor/Web/Social Media Request for Volunteers 
 

As the editor of the Quill and Scroll and being in charge of the Web and Social Media, I am looking for 
Volunteers who would like to assist me in serving the Southern Colorado Consistory in achieving its 
communications goals. I am looking for brethren with some specific skills so we can spread the workload 
across may brothers. Many hands make light work. Below is what I am looking for. Please email me at 
ralphnewby@yahoo.com if you have one or several these skills and are willing to volunteer. 
 

• Proficient in WordPress to make changes to the SCC website and support management of the site. 

• Background in making a newsletter look good and easy to maintain from month to month. 

• Experience in web design to assist in planning design changes to the SCC website. 

• Experience in promoting via Social Media and monitoring Social Media presence and responses to 
promote Scottish Rite Masonry and Masonry in general. 

Br. Ralph Newby, 32° 
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CALENDAR 
 
 

We are endeavoring to provide you with a calendar of events so that you can plan for your participation in 
Scottish Rite activities. We will be enhancing this area of the next few months 
 
January 5, 2022 
 Open Meeting – Lodge of Perfection in charge 
 5:30 PM Social Time 
 6:00 PM Dinner – menu, cost, and RSVP info in newsletter – RSVP due by noon December 31, 2021 
 7:15 PM Installation of Officers 
 
February 2, 2022 

Open Meeting – Council of Kadosh in charge 
 5:30 PM Social Time 

6:00 PM Dinner – meal, cost, and RSVP info to me emailed. RSVP due by noon January 28, 2022 
(SCCDinnerReservation@gmail.com) 
7:00 PM Meeting 

 
March 2, 2022 
 Closed Meeting – Consistory in charge 
 
April 6, 2022 
 Open Meeting – Chapter of Rose Croix in charge 
 Ceremony of Remembrance, Renewal and Commitment 
 
 
  

mailto:SCCDinnerReservation@gmail.com
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January BirthdayS! 
Larry D Allen Jeffrey P Gronski David A Nuss 

Robert Allen Troy L Hanson L G Oxford 

Charles J Buck, Jr Warren W Higgins Ronald L Peck 

Robert M Burr Larry L Holland Earl M Phelps 

Richard G Calhoun Charles R Honaker Michael R Price 

Larry Childs Vernon B Ingraham James W Rawlings 

Eugene Colwell, Sr Dale R King David B Reitan 

John J. Cummings Dennis Kost Robert B Robertson 

Floyd M Davis Frank T Krutzke Herbert C Romero 

Harold D Dickerson Richard C Larke Robert F. Sobczak 

Eugene J Dobrzelecki Raymond D Lingley Richard G Stewart 

Craig J Fabec Maurice D Masdeu Lester E Tedrow 

Michael W Favre David W McKey William Joseph Twyman 

Yusuf Habib Ghodgeri Davaughan T Mitchell Warren C Weaver 

Louis M Graner Lester H Nowell  
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Notices received since December 28, 2021 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:  Wise Master, Ronald Smith, 

32° KCCH; Senior/Junior Warden, Charles Lewis, 32°; Junior Wardens, Blake Simmons, 32° and John Weed, 32°.  If you are 

interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name
Date

Michael A
 Cruz

11/29/2021

Bolivar A
nthony D

e 11/30/2021

Gary D. Gibbs
12/3/2021

Memorial Scroll
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Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff 

Robert R. Cook, 33° - Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719-598-5638   rrcook@4masonry.com 

John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635  

Editor – Ralph Newby, 32°    ralphnewby@yahoo.com 

Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32°    ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for the 
benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado Consistory in the Valley 
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.  

Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  Articles 
should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright 
permissions may be included with your submission.  Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no 
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor.  All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly 
marked as copyrighted.  No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or 
published.  

Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email 
address.   

This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A 
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues (subject to available storage space) 
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the 
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content!  We 
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously.  If you are receiving 
this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you.  If you know of a Brother who has email but is not 
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our 
database.   

Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period. 

Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th 

Wednesday. 
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ALLEGIANCE 

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights 

Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon. 

 

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

     James D. Cole, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

  

 

 

                                          Karl J. Hinkle, 33°                                                                   Robert R. Cook, 33°  
                                   Deputy of the Supreme Council                                                             Personal Representative  
                                            Orient of Colorado                                                                   Valley of Colorado Springs - Pueblo  
 

   

 

 

Michael Mabbitt, 32°     Blake Simmons, 32°                 Robert Harper, 32° KCCH                 Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH  
Venerable Master             Wise Master             Commander                            Master of Kadosh 
Lodge of Perfection     Chapter of Rose Croix        Council of Kadosh      Consistory 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°                     Charles E. Lewis, 32°  Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH        Vincent T. Johnson, 33° 
Almoner    Prelate            Treasurer          Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 
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Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 

1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday 

Telephone numbers: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

We aspire to inspire our Members 

We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 

We believe in Fellowship 

We encourage in Personal Growth 

We care for our Members 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  

(Speech and language therapy for children in need) 

 

We cherish in our Historical Presence 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 

 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 

increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as legacy 

gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills, 

trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite 

activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

