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Ill Bob Cook, 33°
Valley Personal Representative

Active or Passive
If you have been participating in our education discussions over the last 3 years, you will recall that we (as
Masons) are encouraged to take action. This is a lesson that is brought to our attention in several of the
Scottish Rite degrees. Have you asked yourself if you are a Mason when in a lodge/consistory meeting or are
you a Mason 24/7? Do we live up to the numerous obligations and commitments we take and/or hear in the
degrees of the Scottish Rite? To be active you do not need to necessarily take a speaking part in the degrees
or assist with the logistics required to put on a Reunion. You can be active by attending our monthly meetings
and participate in the discussions. How about attending some of the degrees during our next Reunion – come
support the players, the crew, and the candidates. Our June meeting will see the Lodge of Perfection face off
against the Chapter of Rose Croix in our Jeopardy tournament. The winner will then compete in the
championship round.
We have some small cards that you can hand to your prospects to get them started on the path to the Fall
Reunion. More of these small cards will be available at our June meeting. Our online petition is now active.
The online petition is available by scanning the QR code or using this url:
https://scottishrite.jotform.com/213205802575956 NOTE TO MEMBERS - make sure that your prospects have
your name and email as a first line signer (also get the same for a second line signer). This will speed the
process and simplify the work in the Consistory office.
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Br. Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer

Brethren,

Our Balances as of April 30, 2022.
Investments $ 606,787.88
Cash ENT Checking/Savings $ 21,190.35
All bills have been paid through the end of April
We show Brothers who have yet to pay 2022 dues number 21. If there are circumstances preventing paying
your dues, please contact the Consistory leadership.
To those current in your dues, we thank you and appreciate your support.
There are several Brothers who in addition to their dues, contribute additional funds and we thank you for your
generosity.

Br. Bud Gressett, 32° KCCH
Lt. Commander, Council of Kadosh

The Elevator Speech

There has been a lot of talk lately about The Elevator Speech in the Southern Colorado Consistory as
well as some of the blue lodges. When one asks what is masonry about upon casual acquaintance
how does one reply? There are a million reasons one has become a mason and probably 30 million
reasons why your reason will not reach the acquaintance in the elevator. I don’t believe the one who
would ask, really wants us to give our personal reason but rather give him something that would be
personal to him. So, what can one say that raises the level of interest to the listener almost every
time? The answer isn’t so difficult as one might think.
Having been in the service business for 40 years, I discovered my personal review doesn’t mean
anything in winning favor with a potential client. My resume has already told the reviewer that I have
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something they want, or I wouldn’t be having the interview. So why have the interview at all if they
already know I have something they want? The answer is that, by that time, the listener wants to
know what I can give him as a person. Fortunately, interviews give me time to search and prepare to
meet the needs of my reviewer. It’s not complete, mind you, but it’s a good start. Still there are a few
things that I won’t know about the one interviewing me, so I have to sweeten the pot with some things
that will psychologically ring true for anyone that I would talk to.
Not everyone wants to know it all. Those I’ve met who do, aren’t usually a good fit for masonry. In
fact, most people don’t care if they know anything except their own trade. Consequently, we all want
to learn things that don’t come out of books or the internet. Things like purpose, integrity, fidelity, and
trust. All of which come about by personal relationships and not books. That’s why we have so much
allegory in our rituals and education.
What do all healthy people personally want? They want affirmation, encouragement, and exhortation.
And these three things come out of comradery built in trust and a solid friendship. How do I know
this? Because I spent 40 years in growing churches as well as running businesses. My work in both
was successful because I applied the principals of the things presented in this paragraph.
My elevator speech is simple. It’s based upon what every person I’ve ever met wants for the life.
•
•
•

I want to never have to worry about money,
to do something meaningful with my life,
and be with those I love and respect.

The three degrees of Freemasonry inculcate in me the ideas that give me those things I desire. And
the other 29 degrees of the Scottish Rite amplify those ideas.
My elevator speech:
Proverbs 27:17 proclaims: “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another”. This
simple statement has been a calling for all my years to understand that no one is alone. That in order
to make yourself better, there is a mutual benefit making others better through mentorship,
discipleship, and leading. Every area of my life has been sharpened because I’m with a fraternity of
men who have a wide variety of methods to apply their own sharpness to me - whether they know
they have or not. Even among the few of them that give me reason to be offended, I learn to subdue
my passions and consider a different perspective of psychological value that I would probably never
adopt, but at least consider what I don’t want to example in my time on earth. I have been given so
much more, but if I couldn’t learn anything else from a brother or a lodge of them, I can at least learn
grace and humility. For this, I love the fraternity and the men who make it up.
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Br Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh, Consistory

Brothers,

Masonry is work, we work to improve ourselves, impart the knowledge and traditions of the craft to our new
members, and to improve our understanding of our craft. This work takes time and many of us miss out on
family time, work, and friends in our work as masons. The balance between masonry and life can be difficult
and at times stressful. These next few “dark” months we do not have that struggle, we can be focused on
other things and enjoy some much-deserved down time.

I hope you take the next few months as we go dark to spend time with your families and enjoy the warm
weather!

Br. Blake Simmons 32°
Wise Master, Chapter Rose Croix

Brothers, this month’s newsletter comes with a different meaning and purpose, namely Cancer. On
April 5th I was diagnosed with a form of Cancer in my throat area primarily on the base of my tongue.
This cancer is caused by the HPV Virus. HPV stands for human papillomavirus. This virus has been
in my system for decades as with most of us all, and something finally triggered it to become a
Cancer. I am telling you this not for any consideration, but that my story may help you. My Brothers I
am hoping to prevent this from happening to you. I now will undergo 7-8 weeks of Radiation and
Chemotherapy to eliminate this and have an 80% rate of success, so I will do fine. But the effects of
the treatment will be several and long lasting. A new normal for my life, but I am blessed to be so
lucky to have this form of the cancer and the wonderful support from family, friends and my Brothers
in Masonry.
My Brothers, this Cancer can be totally prevented for men under the age of 55 years old as you can
be vaccinated for the HPV Virus. I implore you to go to your doctors and get vaccinated and prevent
this from happening in your lives. For brothers older than 55, please go to your dentists or Ear Nose
and throat doctors and get checked and do this every year at minimum to catch it early, unlike me
who has an advanced stage and requires very difficult and invasive treatment. If I can do nothing
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other than warn you and help another Brother to prevent this from your lives, I have succeeded. As
Wise Master of Chapter Rose Croix, it is my blessing to serve the Consistory and all of you.
We in Chapter Rose Croix are dedicated to Sickness and Distress it becomes my duty to serve you
by warning you about this insidious disease that can be eliminated or certainly caught early. As I
stated earlier, I am not writing this to get consideration as I will do fine and prevail in good form. I may
be missing for a couple of months, and Brother Joe Surek will do fine in my absence, but take heed
my Brothers and act to insure your safety and health.

I dearly care for you all and will see you soon.

WB Joe Surek 32°
Senior Warden, Chapter Rose Croix

Brethren,

As it is a duty of the Chapter of Rose Croix to aid in the understanding of the symbolism of our Rite – ‘to help the
brethren find the diamonds amongst the sands’ – we continue on our lecture series covering each of our Scottish Rite
degrees.
This month’s video will cover the 8th Degree – Intendant of the Building, and for those who need to catch up, our past
videos are included as well.
AASR 4th Degree - Secret Master
AASR 5th Degree - Perfect Master
AASR 6th Degree - Confidential Secretary
AASR 7th Degree - Provost and Judge
AASR 8th Degree - Intendant of the Building
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Br. Michael Mabbitt, 32°
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

Masonic history – do you know it?
Remembering history is something that not everyone can do or may even be interested in
however learning about history can be a great deal of fun. History is full of interesting and
fascinating stories, including treasure, mysteries, and Masonic accomplishments.
Notable dates in Masonic History for the month of June;
June 6, 1806 – Grand Lodge of Delaware Established
June 11, 1821 – Grand Lodge of Alabama was established in Cahawba, Alabama
June 13, 1890 – Grotto, or the Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm was
founded, Hamilton, New York
June 14, 1873 – Order of the Amaranth organized in New York City, New York
June 20, 1812 – Grand Lodge of Louisiana was established
June 24, 1870 – Cornerstone of the Denver Pacific Railway Company's Depot at Denver was laid
by the Grand Lodge.
Formed in 1867 in the Colorado Territory,
the company operated lines in Colorado and
southeastern Wyoming in the 1870s until
merging with the Kansas Pacific and Union
Pacific railroads in 1880. The railroad was
formed primarily to create a link between
Denver and the transcontinental railroad at
Cheyenne, an achievement that was widely credited at the time with making Denver the
dominant metropolis of the region.
The secret of life isn't what happens to you, but what you do with what happens to you.
~ Brother Norman Vincent Peale
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates!

www.sococonsistory.org

Grand Lodge Members: http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/
Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org

The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others, please let us know.

Educational Presentations hosted via Zoom. Formal invitations will be sent out from the Grand Lodge 1-2 weeks in
advance of any presentation.
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CALENDAR
We are endeavoring to provide you with a calendar of events so that you can plan for your participation in
Scottish Rite activities. We will be enhancing this area over the coming months
June 1, 2022
Open Meeting – Council of Kadosh in charge
Continuation of our Scottish Rite Jeopardy tournament
No Meal
7:00 PM Meeting
July 2022
Dark – no meeting
August 2022
Dark – no meeting
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June BirthdayS!
Charles R Armour

Jesse W James, Jr

Lionel G Robertson

Lance R Barron

Michael E Judy

Frank E Ruybalid

Paul M Campbell

Robert W Kohn

David L Salberg

Charles M Capps

Thomas H Leucht

Lewis O Seaburn

Robert T Cleek

William G Mahar

Gary V Sears

Gerald W Comstock

John C McCracken

William P Seifert, Jr

Bolivar Anthony De La Cruz

Kevin J McGuire

Samuel L Sharp

Sean P Dirks

Shane B Meredith

Brian K Smith

Steven B. Dustrude

Arthur W Moore

Ronald L Smith

David E Eckman, Jr

John D Potter

Joseph Benjamin Surek

Richard E Hair

Antonio J Quintana

Mervin E Terrill

Richard A Hanson

Edward James Roberts

Gerome Walton

John J Harrington, III
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JULY BirthdayS!
Leland R Barden

John B Fink, III

Ralph E Newby

Franklin D Baxley

Rodger D Fuller

Eric E Peterson

Daniel L Brooks

Frederick W Glauner

Billy Ray Rider, Jr

Harvey W Bucholtz

Barton R Guthrie

Russell M Sharpe

James Gene Burger

John A Indermuehle

Robert A Shepherd

Jerry L Cowden

Lyle T Japhet

John Skoglund, III

Edward D Crum

Fred B Kiger

Keith B Stockman

William Davidson

Charles E Lewis

Eddie Taylor

Darrell T Davis

Rodney E Metz

Alexander Aloyious Van Arsdale

Ernest A Dierk

William L Michael

George Walk, Jr

Fred F Falk

Timothy W Mills

Thomas Gordon Wilf

Eugene L Farish
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Notices received since April 28, 2022

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM
All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing. Members
should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service. It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort
to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are: Wise Master, Ronald Smith,
32° KCCH; Senior/Junior Warden, Charles Lewis, 32°; Junior Wardens, Blake Simmons, 32° and John Weed, 32°. If you are
interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more information.

Quill & Scroll

June 2022

Page | 13

Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff
Robert R. Cook, 33° - Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719-598-5638 rrcook@4masonry.com
John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635
Editor – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com
Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for the
benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado Consistory in the Valley
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those
of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.
Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday). Articles
should be approximately 250-1000 words long. Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright
permissions may be included with your submission. Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor. All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly
marked as copyrighted. No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or
published.
Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email
address.
This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file. It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com). Current and past issues (subject to available storage space)
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.
Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.
If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.
THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!! Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content! We
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously. If you are receiving
this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you. If you know of a Brother who has email but is not
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our
database.
Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period.
Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th
Wednesday.

Quill & Scroll

June 2022

Page | 14

ALLEGIANCE
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of
Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the
Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights
Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon.

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs

James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

Karl J. Hinkle, 33°

Robert R. Cook, 33°

Deputy of the Supreme Council
Orient of Colorado

Personal Representative
Valley of Colorado Springs - Pueblo

Michael Mabbitt, 32°
Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

Blake Simmons, 32°
Wise Master
Chapter of Rose Croix

Robert Harper, 32° KCCH
Commander
Council of Kadosh

Michael L. McMillan, 33°
Almoner

Charles E. Lewis, 32°
Prelate

Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer
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Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh
Consistory

Gerald P. Underwood, 33°
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar
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Support your
Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite
1150 Panorama Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday
Telephone numbers:

719-471-7966
877-471-7966
719-635-1560

We aspire to inspire our Members
We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs
We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members
We believe in Fellowship
We encourage in Personal Growth
We care for our Members
We strongly support our charity RiteCare
(Speech and language therapy for children in need)
We cherish in our Historical Presence
We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans
All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever
increasing financial support. Please consider SCC in your estate planning. Planned gifts, also known as legacy
gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills,
trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities. Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite
activities. Thank you in advance for any and all support!
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