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Ill Bob Cook, 33°
Valley Personal Representative

The Reunion was great! Bravo - Southern Colorado Consistory!
The Spring Reunion was an unbelievable success. What a great demonstration of Masonry in action. Everyone
pitched in and helped with the logistics and all the casts did superb work. Although the degree masters had to
make some very last-minute substitutions, it was still a remarkable three days. I am personally amazed at how
well the entire event happened. Thanks to everyone that was able to help. We had five candidates who are
now our newest Masters of the Royal Secret. The newest brothers are Luis Flores, Jared Maddox, Sam Leon,
Earl Schaffer and Zach Smith. They were so excited about the experience that they are hoping to perform a
degree in the Fall Reunion as a group. Let’s add some more candidates for the Fall Reunion.
I am repeating the information for the online petition. We hope to have some small cards that you can hand
to your prospects to get them started on the path to the Fall Reunion. Our online petition is now active. The
online petition is available by scanning the QR code or using this url:
https://scottishrite.jotform.com/213205802575956 NOTE TO MEMBERS - make sure that your prospects have
your name and email as a first line signer (also get the same for a second line signer). This will speed the
process and simplify the work in the Consistory office.
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Br. Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer

Brethren,

Our Balances as of March 31, 2022.
Investments $ 659,576.97
Cash ENT Checking/Savings $ 22,519.14
All bills have been paid through the end of March
We still have 24 Brothers who have not paid Dues for 2022. If there is a hardship in meeting this obligation,
please inform the Consistory leadership.
Those who are current in their dues, we thank you for your support!
In addition, to those Brothers who make additional financial contributions to the Consistory, we thank you for
your generosity!
My personal congratulations and thanks to all Brothers who made our recent reunion such an outstanding and
rewarding experience. A job well done!

Ill Br Barry Nightingale, 33°
Director General

My Brothers – well, another Reunion has been successfully completed, due to the hard work of so many of our
members. A special “hats off” to Ill Bro Jerry Underwood who did so much personal preparation work before
the Reunion, to Brother JD Potter for some magnificent support work without the larger teams that he has
had in the past, to Brother Craig Fabec for handling the majority of the classroom work on his own, and of
course to the 7 great Degree Masters and their casts, for some truly memorable degree work.
As with so many other things in our lives, times seems to move very fast, and we are already working on the
November Reunion. It will be held on the first weekend of that month – spanning the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of
November.
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I think all of us now have the confidence that the Southern Colorado Consistory has fully returned from the
isolation of COVID, and the trials of resuming our normal meetings and Reunions. And now, we have some
more work ahead of us.
I want to applaud the volunteers that have stepped up already to help us with expanding our next Reunion.
- Brother Mike Mabbitt has accepted a position as head of the Properties Department, and will work
on Brother JD Potter to reinvigorate that critical part of the support operations
- The entire class of this past Reunion has volunteered to add an additional degree to our plans for
November – by bringing back the 25th Degree !!
- And some Brothers, who thankfully filled in at the last minute on certain degree casts, have asked to
earn the position on a permanent basis.
As with all Reunions, we still have a few very special needs to be filled by our Brothers, and I ask each and
every one of you to continue to seek out ways in which you can help.
- There are always key cast vacancies, with both large and small parts, that we need to fill
- JD Potter can always use more help in the supporting departments
- And the Director General team is looking for some help as well
I thank each and every one of you that helped, as well as each and every one of you that attended, for your
support of the Southern Colorado Consistory. Let’s get going now to plan and conduct a successful Fall 2022
Reunion.

Br. Bob Harper, 32° KCCH
Commander, Council of Kadosh

Masonry Is a Constant

Some time ago while standing in a long checkout line at the store, I overheard a young man say to his
wife, "nothing is ever going to be the same as it was before Covid", to which his wife responded,” I don't
believe that". I tried not to be obvious or impolite and blatantly eavesdrop on their conversation. They had
two young school age children with them and I'm sure concern for their wellbeing and safety added to their
stress.
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It was hard to tell if the husband was just upset about a recent occurrence or if his attitude had been
affected by the by the seclusion and isolation of the pandemic. The line started moving along and I never
really heard much more.

Later that afternoon while sitting at home the situation came to my mind and as I was thinking about
what the young man said, it occurred to me how fortunate we are as Masons. No matter what happens in the
world we have certain fundamental beliefs and foundations through Masonry that have been in existence for
years, or as we say from time immemorial. These have not changed, nor I doubt ever will.

There exists strong fraternal relations and ties with our Brethren in Masonry which has helped to see
us through this difficult period of the pandemic. Although ritual work had to be omitted, many Lodges and
other Masonic bodies did communicate with their members on a regular basis with different platforms. Zoom
meetings being one of the most popular. Many Masons have heard the story of the "Forget me not " the little
blue flower lapel pin that was worn by Masons during World War II in Germany. Forced to go underground for
a time, after the war Masonry rose up and flourished again.

Now that vaccinations and testing have become available and we are able to continue our in person
meetings in our Lodges and the other bodies of Masonry, as we did before. I recommend to you all that you
contact your Brethren and have them come back and participate in Masonic communication with their
Brethren. To enjoy and resume that familiar constant of Fraternal Relationships.

Br. Bud Gressett, 32° KCCH
Lt. Commander, Council of Kadosh

The Spring Scottish Rite Reunion 2022

I guess it’s because I’m a social person at heart. I mean I didn’t used to be. When I was a teenager, I was very
shy and introverted. No one can accuse me of that now. Ha! The deal is I love being around lots of friends. To
me, there is a distinction between happiness and joy. Happiness is fleeting. It doesn’t last but a little while
until something else to be happy about comes along. But Joy is cultivated. And if so done, will last and last
better than the energizer battery. Being with people I love cultivates joy in me. And the Scottish Rite Reunion
is the perfect place to sow and cultivate it.
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After preempting the Reunions now for 3 years, it created some hardships to start up again. I know that the
reunions have always been done by the skin of our teeth. With up to several hundred volunteers, it can’t be
helped. But this one seemed there was no skin on our teeth to spare. We were down to 30 men doing the
degrees – including our props and AV department. Last minute sick-calls plagued every degree. And
scheduling was as fluid as water making it hard to get everyone together on time.
The 18th degree was particularly hard. Not because it’s any different from the others, but because I directed
it. So, all its problems magnified the weight of responsibility I felt. If you directed a degree, I’ll bet you felt the
same.
It started in January when I realized that half my staff had to be recast. Some had moved away, some retiring,
and some just not wanting to do it anymore. I guess we’ll get to that reason for ourselves sometime in our
future. But recasting is hard. Who do I get? Can they memorize? Can they act? Are they dependable? Will
they show up to rehearsals? Whew! Then came the usual stuff. Can I find good times to schedule practices
where at least most can attend and how do I do that efficiently among 10 to 15 men? All that is directing as
usual. This Spring reunion was more complex. Brothers Don and JD, our props, AV, and costuming leaders
came late to the party for personal and very good reasons of their own. So, when they did come, we all
discovered we were going to have to help with setting up and tearing down our degrees. And I would have to
change the slides as I acted out the details of Wise Master.
The particular angst for me came the night before our degree. One of our key cast members became very ill
and could not attend. He couldn’t help this, and I felt so sorry for not only his disease but his contrite feelings
for not being able to come. I called our Director of Degrees pro-temp and let him know, but we were both in a
pickle. I was very anxious the morning of as I explained to the rest of cast what we might have to do. I tried to
encourage them that we had all worked very hard to do our best and now, at curtain call, we should just do
what we could and enjoy the degree work as much as we could. Maybe afterward, we could meet and talk
about how funny it was with our own personal mess-ups.
At that moment things changed. Our own Grand Chaplain of Colorado was sitting on the sideline listening to
all this. I didn’t even recognize who he was when he spoke up and said he would help fill the Master of
Ceremonies part for our degree. He could not memorize so quickly, but he could walk the candidate around
and adorn him with the array of knightly apparel he was meant to wear; that is so long as I could direct him to
each place. I consented to ad-lib parts into the script that sounded like it was normal to direct him around the
room. But he could not do this and read the long parts as well. Then the Chief Potentate of the local Shrine
stepped forward and said he would read/narrate the parts. So now a new cast member was born, Brother
Narrator. It took two men to replace our Master of Ceremonies, but these amazing men pulled it off.
After doing the 18th, I had three more small parts to do in the 20th, 30th, and 32nd degree. Watching the
directors of these degrees struggle to get them ready let me know I had not been alone in the worries. But
just as it was with me, the men of those degrees rallied together and made whatever modifications it required
to make them go smoothly. The whole reunion was successful.
When I got home that afternoon, I was exhausted, hurting, and trying to calm down from all the anxiety. As I
laid down for a nap, I started with, “Well that was hell.”. But going over the day in my head, I ended with, “In
spite of any worries or difficulty, I really enjoyed working alongside of everyone rallying together to fix things
and make thing happen.” All in all, the missed lines, and stumbled parts were far fewer than anything we’d
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done before. We did it! It so inspired our class that they decided to do a degree of their own in the Fall.
Wow!
We may be down to the bones on reunion workers, but what we really should be calling it is we now have the
cream of workers for the Scottish Rite Reunions in Colorado, and perhaps in the Nation. I am so proud to be a
part of the Southern Colorado Consistory. Having skimmed to the cream, we can now look forward to adding
more in the Fall for even a richer experience than we’ve had before.
My thanks to Illustrious Brother Barry Nightingale who has been my mentor from the beginning of my life with
masonry. We couldn’t have done this without him. Also, to honor Brothers Jason Bunch, Don Hamilton, and
JD Potter. These are the men who made the gears turn. I am proud to know and work with all of you,
including my own special team of cast members. You have all added to my life and made even more
enJOYable.

Br. Blake Simmons 32°
Wise Master, Chapter Rose Croix

29 Degrees and More
Reunion: the act or process of being brought together again as a unified whole.
Brothers, we recently conducted the Southern Colorado Scottish Rite Consistory Annual Spring
Reunion. As Wise Master of Chapter Rose Croix, it became very special and enlightening for me. The
Masonic Fraternity has endured many times of difficulty over the Centuries, and for the last couple of
years, we have once again faced the darkness of danger, uncertainty, isolation, fear, and even death
while we continue to face the Covid Pandemic together. This event has changed our lives and the
lives of people across the globe. We as Masons have learned about facing difficulties in our lives, and
we need to remember to incorporate our teachings and principles into our lives to help us through
troubled times as Masons have done throughout the ages. Let us look at the knowledge we gain in
the Rose Croix degrees 15-18. We see that there is destruction which occurs, the world is in distress
and difficulty, people are becoming isolated and the “Darkness has overcome the light”. We as
Masons ask for one continuous thing throughout our journeys, Light. In the Rose Croix degrees, we
make the journey from destruction through darkness and despair to an eventual new Light which
overcomes the darkness, and we once again live in harmony, united in Love with another.
In a more practical sense, I personally saw this occur in our Reunion. Just a short 2 months ago, we
were uncertain of the possibility of a spring reunion. Would we have any candidates? Would we have
brothers who would be able to do the several duties required to perform the Reunion? Could we do it
with meaning and purpose or basically just get through it and hope for the best. Brethren, let me
share with you that the Reunion became one of the high moments in my Masonic journey.

Quill & Scroll

May 2022

Page | 6

Yes, there was work to be done, long hours, and much concern about if the degrees would go
smoothly and with meaning. We worried if the knowledge we were conveying to our Candidates
would enlighten them. We had concerns whether the logistics of the event would come together,
lights, sound, props, costumes, and all the other arrangements to conduct the reunion successfully. I
can attest that we were not only successful in our endeavors, but that we exceeded our expectations
and most importantly, set a path to a new and exciting future for our Reunions.
The Brothers came together in unity, consideration, and excellence to do what we must strive to
accomplish in Scottish Rite, the dispensing of Knowledge. There were many living examples set by
fine Men and Masons which we all learn from. This does not mean that there were not times of stress
and concern, but by working together toward a higher purpose, we all came together and bonded as
a Brotherhood, all united toward one purpose. These lessons are taught in the degrees of Rose
Croix. From the Darkest of times, we can rise up, move forward, and with the assistance of the light
of knowledge and the unity of our Brethren we will ultimately succeed and prevail.
I not only congratulate the Consistory and Brethren for this success, but also out leaders, and each
brother that took part in making this Reunion come from a place of uncertainty and doubt to a place of
true meaning and success for Masonry and our Brothers all.
I came home after the last day, renewed, revived, and ready to move forward with a new hope and
expectation of a brighter life in Masonry. Thank you to all the Brothers of Scottish Rite for giving this
gift to me.
I will close by expressing the sincere hope that every brother of the consistory can feel this renewal
as well. It is simple to accomplish Brothers, come and attend the meetings. Let us be together once
again and realize that with the knowledge we receive, combined with the Unity of Brotherhood, we
cannot have any other result than a prosperous and fulfilling future together.
I dearly care for all of my Brothers in Masonry and we are Blessed...
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity.

WB Joe Surek 32°
Senior Warden, Chapter Rose Croix

Brethren,

As it is a duty of the Chapter of Rose Croix to aid in the understanding of the symbolism of our Rite – ‘to help the
brethren find the diamonds amongst the sands’ – we continue our lecture series covering each of our Scottish Rite
degrees.
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This month’s video will cover the 7th Degree – Provost and Judge, and for those who need to catch up, our past videos
are included as well.

AASR 4th Degree - Secret Master
AASR 5th Degree - Perfect Master
AASR 6th Degree - Confidential Secretary
AASR 7th Degree - Provost and Judge
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Br. Michael Mabbitt, 32°
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

What is your answer when asked if you are a Freemason?
Are you prepared to give an Elevator Speech at a moment’s notice? What is an Elevator
Speech? An elevator speech is a kind of speech that you give when asked a question about
Wow…Are you
something you do or are passionate about. Like the Scottish
a Freemason?
Rite.

Are you ready to talk passionately about the Scottish Rite
when asked why you are part of it and why?
Elevator speeches are tricky because you have to try to
communicate a lot of information in a short amount of time.
This doesn’t mean you have to speak as fast as you can, you
need to craft an interesting and compelling narrative that
leaves the person asking you about Masonry, Scottish Rite etc.

I am, let me tell
you about it…..

Most folks asking about Freemasonry or one of its appendant
bodies isn’t particularly interested in how it has helped you
and improved your life. Rather, they are interested in how it can make their lives better or
what societal problems it can solve. One way to “paint them a picture” of the benefits of
freemasonry is by using phrases like, “Did you know that Freemasonry…?” or “You know how
people have trouble with…Freemasonry helped me with that by….” Your goal is to connect with
the person asking the question and answering that question in a manner that leaves them with
a positive opinion of the Fraternity and if you are lucky, a desire to learn more.
If you are able to talk about Freemasonry to someone in a compelling way, it can help set you
up for a memorable, professional conversation. Don’t be the guy that is asked about
Freemasonry and in the course of the discussion can’t communicate the answer well. First
impressions are everything.
So put some thought in how you will answer the question….Are you a Freemason? I hope the
answer you give is more than a simple YES.
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates!

www.sococonsistory.org

Grand Lodge Members: http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/
Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org

The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others, please let us know.

Educational Presentations hosted via Zoom. Formal invitations will be sent out from the Grand Lodge 1-2 weeks in
advance of any presentation.

Quill & Scroll

May 2022

Page | 12

CALENDAR
We are endeavoring to provide you with a calendar of events so that you can plan for your participation in
Scottish Rite activities. We will be enhancing this area over the coming months
May 4, 2022
Closed Meeting – Lodge of Perfection in charge
No Meal
7:00 PM Meeting
May 12-14, 2022
Denver Consistory Reunion (http://www.denverconsistory.org/reunion_calendar.html)
June 1, 2022
Open Meeting – Council of Kadosh in charge
Continuation of our Scottish Rite Jeopardy tournament
No Meal
7:00 PM Meeting
July 2022
Dark – no meeting
August 2022
Dark – no meeting
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Remembrance, Renewal, and Commitment
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Spring 2022 Reunion
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MAY BirthdayS!
Alva B Adams

Dexter D Koons

Leon E Sonksen

Travis D Ashley

Robert H McCormick

James S Tatum

David C Bowling

Brian Neuhauser

Charles E Tedrow

Jason Michael Bunch

Alexander Pettigrew

Roger Duane Tigner

Gerald R Campbell

Darrel Lee Phelan

Gerald Patrick Underwood

George W Estep

Christopher J Rodriguez

Clifford R Wieger, Jr

James W Hauck

James W Ross

Kurt A Zimmermann

Warren E Jones

Larry D Smith
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Notices received since March 28, 2022

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM
All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing. Members
should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service. It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort
to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are: Wise Master, Ronald Smith,
32° KCCH; Senior/Junior Warden, Charles Lewis, 32°; Junior Wardens, Blake Simmons, 32° and John Weed, 32°. If you are
interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more information.
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Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff
Robert R. Cook, 33° - Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719-598-5638 rrcook@4masonry.com
John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635
Editor – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com
Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32° ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for the
benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado Consistory in the Valley
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those
of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.
Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday). Articles
should be approximately 250-1000 words long. Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright
permissions may be included with your submission. Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor. All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly
marked as copyrighted. No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or
published.
Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email
address.
This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file. It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com). Current and past issues (subject to available storage space)
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.
Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.
If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.
THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!! Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content! We
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously. If you are receiving
this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you. If you know of a Brother who has email but is not
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our
database.
Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period.
Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th
Wednesday.

Quill & Scroll

May 2022

Page | 19

ALLEGIANCE
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of
Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the
Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights
Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon.

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs

James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

Karl J. Hinkle, 33°

Robert R. Cook, 33°

Deputy of the Supreme Council
Orient of Colorado

Personal Representative
Valley of Colorado Springs - Pueblo

Michael Mabbitt, 32°
Venerable Master
Lodge of Perfection

Blake Simmons, 32°
Wise Master
Chapter of Rose Croix

Robert Harper, 32° KCCH
Commander
Council of Kadosh

Michael L. McMillan, 33°
Almoner

Charles E. Lewis, 32°
Prelate

Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH
Treasurer
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Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh
Consistory

Gerald P. Underwood, 33°
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar
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Support your
Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite
1150 Panorama Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday
Telephone numbers:

719-471-7966
877-471-7966
719-635-1560

We aspire to inspire our Members
We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs
We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members
We believe in Fellowship
We encourage in Personal Growth
We care for our Members
We strongly support our charity RiteCare
(Speech and language therapy for children in need)
We cherish in our Historical Presence
We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans
All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever
increasing financial support. Please consider SCC in your estate planning. Planned gifts, also known as legacy
gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills,
trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities. Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite
activities. Thank you in advance for any and all support!
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