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Ill Barry Nightingale, 33° 
Valley Personal Representative 
 
 
 

My Brothers,  
 
I thank Illustrious Brother Karl Hinkle for the trust he has placed in me, with my appointment as his Personal 
Representative to the Valley. 
 
As I look back on the past few years for the Valley, I am in awe of the hard work that Illustrious Brother Bob 
Cook has put into our Brotherhood.  He revitalized the role of the four Bodies in the conduct of our Stated 
Meetings, education, etc.  He revamped the entire Executive Committee process, to make it functionally 
aligned with the activities of the Valley.  With support from WB Vince Johnson and WB Jerry Underwood, he 
updated our recordkeeping processes, corrected errors in the database, and gave us a more supportive 
administrative system.  His commitment to making every single event of the Valley a meaningful event, was 
key to his successes.  And then of course – there were the challenges presented by COVID.  With steadfast 
resolve, he brought us through those hard times, and re-energized our Reunion.  His work during his tenure 
has set an incredibly high standard, which will be a challenge to even match, let alone exceed. 
 
Needless to say, I am so very honored that he will continue to work for the Valley as our new Secretary. 
 
I have appointed WB Jerry Underwood to serve as our new Director General, where he will be responsible for 
oversight of all Reunion and Degree activities, and for providing support to our educational efforts.  WB Jerry 
has served the Valley for many years as Director of Degrees, and as an active participant himself in that degree 
work.  The future of our Degree and Education work is in good hands with WB Jerry. 
 
I have approved WB Jerry’s recommendation to appoint WB Jason Bunch as the new Director of Degrees.  WB 
Jason has of course served as several years as Director of Education, and under WB Jerry’s oversight, I know he 
will provide us with a superior degree experience for all new members. 
 
And I have approved WB Jerry’s recommendation to appoint WB Craig Fabec as Director of Education.  WB 
Craig’s work with the new members during Reunions has been phenomenal, and I look forward to seeing a 
continuing strong classroom effort. 

http://sococonsistory.org/
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But, as strong as these individuals are, and as strong a team that they represent, the Valley will only be 
successful with the active support and participation of all of our members.  We have had very committed 
leadership in the four Bodies, and we are building a plan to continue that strong model.  We will also work to 
better engage our Brothers in outlying areas of the state and nation, so that we can all gain from their 
knowledge and experiences. 
 
I ask for, and look forward to, the active participation of all of the Valley members, as we continue increasing 
our activities after COVID.  And I look forward to greeting all of you at the September Stated Meeting.  PLEASE 
– PLEASE – make a special effort to attend.  And offer transportation to those Brothers that need our 
assistance. 
 
I am looking forward to sharing the Scottish Rite experience with all of you. 
 
 
 

 
 
Br. Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH 
Treasurer  
 
 
 

Brethren, 

Our Balances as of June 30, 2022. 

 Investments $ 582,523.05 

 Cash ENT Checking/Savings $ 15,171.93 

 All bills have been paid through the end of June 

 
 
 

 
Ill Bob Cook, 33° 
Secretary/Recorder 
 
 
 

Secretary’s Corner 
Changes 

If you have read the latest news flash regarding the appointment changes in office staff by Ill Br Karl Hinkle, 
you will notice that names are the same but some of the assignments have changed.  This is to better prepare 
us to finish this year strong and move forward in 2023. 
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Coming Up 

The September stated meeting is our annual Hawaiian shirt night – “wear’em if you got’em.”  It will be an 
open meeting led by the Council of Kadosh Commander, Bob Harper, 32° KCCH.  The education for the evening 
will be the completion of the Valley Jeopardy tournament – one more preliminary round and then the 
championship battle.  The October stated meeting (October 5th) will be our annual Feast of Tishri.  The Lodge 
of Perfection is planning to build on their ceremony from last year.  The November stated meeting (November 
2nd) will probably be brief because the Fall Reunion is set for November 3-5.  December will be our annual 
reports and nominations and elections for 2023. 

Stats 

I am working on getting a regular review of the membership statistics for the Valley.  I am finding a few 
unusual things in the reports from Sentinel (not significant but enough to bother a recovering engineer).  As an 
old Statistics professor of mine used to say “There are lies, there are damn lies and then there are statistics. 

1/1/16 1/1/17 1/1/18 1/1/19 1/1/20 1/1/21 1/1/22 

654 626 577 565 531 471 440 

  

1/1/2022 440 

 10 Gains 

15 Losses 

8/29/22 435 

We need more petitions to overcome the losses (mostly deaths, followed by suspensions).  We cannot prevent 
deaths but suspensions and dimits speak to the old sales axiom “Over promise and under deliver”.  We have 
worked hard as a Valley to improve our education and streamlined the business part of the meetings.  What 
can we do to improve delivering on our promises of the Scottish Rite? 

Where is my 2023 dues card? 

Supreme is a victim of the supply chain issues.  Normally, the dues cards would already be in your hands.  But 
this year due to the supply chain issues, the schedule has been delayed.  Supreme has told us that the 
processing is complete, and letters and dues cards should be in the mail in first part of September.  If you have 
paid your 2022 dues, then you should receive a letter and your dues card in the mail.  There are seven 
different letters and dues card scenarios.  I will put together a separate notice giving more details.  If you are 
unsure of where you stand on 2022 and/or 2023 dues contact me directly (bcookscc@gmail.com) or call the 
office and leave a message. 

 

 

Here is the link for the online petitions.  
Make sure your candidates know this is 
available. 

mailto:bcookscc@gmail.com
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Br. Bob Harper, 32° KCCH 
Commander, Council of Kadosh 

 

 

 

The 21st degree Noachite or Prussian Knight   

 

This degree was originally known as Grand Noachite Patriarch in the Rite of Perfection, formed by the 
Council of Emperors of the East and West in France. It was controversial since it abandoned the 
Hiramic legend and the building of Solomon's Temple entirely, and its early focus was on the building 
of the Tower of Babel. 

 

Recognizing this controversy, Pike chose to rework the degree and base his ritual on the German 
judicial institution of the Middle Ages known as the Vehmgericht, or secret tribunal. Pike may have 
made this choice since he was a self-taught lawyer who had practiced in Arkansas and New Orleans. 
Having a more than casual interest in the history of law and jurisprudence. 

 

The secret tribunal developed in the Middle Ages when knighthood and chivalry were in bloom, and it 
is more in line with the other Council degrees than the version that based its ceremony on the 
Noachites and the story of Babel. There is just a brief mention of this in the present ritual. The story of 
the Tower of Babel can be found in the King James version of the Bible Genesis 11. In the present 
version of the degree the parallel to the moral lesson of this story is the in the fate of one who acts 
bodily and with conceit not living within God's will. 

 

During its most powerful period, the Vehmgericht with its extraordinary power meet only at night. To 
become a judge, Freischoffen, was an honor and brought many privileges. A prospect was, to prove 
he was free born, of a good family, not suspected of any misdeeds, and was in the enjoyment of all 
his rights; and finally, two Freishoffen were obliged to be his security. A solemn oath held all the 
members united and not even in the confessional were they suffered to reveal the secret of the Vehm 
tribunal; neither were the clergy admitted into it. (Legenda XIX - XXX,p.18-19) 

 

In its early years almost all princes, nobles and knights became Freischoffen. There was a rite of 
initiation and had both a secret sign and peculiar greeting, similar to our password and sign, whereby 
they recognized each other. In time it grew to several thousand men from the highest to the lowest 
classes throughout Germany. The punishments were banishment and death by hanging at a tree or 
post  near where the condemned criminal was found. If caught in the commission of a crime, the 
criminal was hanged without a trial. The Freischoffen were only required to stick a knife in the ground 
close to the body as a sign that the sentence of the Vehmgericht had been carried out. 
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At the end of the 15th century the power and authority of the Vehmgericht deteriorated. As Pike had 
mentioned, Such power placed in human hands without the protecting check of publicity and 
responsibility could not long exist without misuse. In the great development and extension of the 
association, it could not be avoided but that unworthy individuals should be received as members 
who used the power confided to them for the sole satisfaction of their revengeful and baser passions. 

(Legenda XIX-XXX,p.18-19). 
 

 
Br Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH 
Master of Kadosh, Consistory 

 

 

 

Welcome back Brothers!  

I am interested in starting a monthly digital study group for The Master Craftsman Program. The purpose of 
this will not be to share answers and get the quizzes done as quickly as possible, but to hold discussions on the 
assigned readings and topics for that month. Through those discussions I hope all of us can gain some further 
insight and knowledge of our craft while working through each quiz. We are all busy and have many different 
commitments, so I plan to hold these on the same night monthly and have them take no longer than an hour. 

The plan is to start with the Ritual and History Course.  

If you are interested, please send me an email with your contact information.    

afamfabec@gmail.com 

 

 
Br. Joe Surek 32° 
Senior Warden, Chapter Rose Croix 

 

 

 

Brethren, 

 

I trust all of you have had a great summer.  Being ‘dark’ never ought to mean that we stop pursuing 
light, and certainly that we never lose hope that light will come.  As we recall from our 18th Degree, 
we must first journey through darkness, and like watchers in the desert, wait for the first gleams of the 
rising sun.   
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At some point or another in our lives, we all experience a period of darkness, and unfortunately it is 
far too easy for one to lose hope.  As Knights Rose Croix, we have both the duty and the honor to aid 
and support our fellow Knights, particularly in their times of darkness and distress.   

A notable observation has been made regarding our current approaches to Sickness and Distress, 
and there seems to be an inherent delay in between when a brother may be facing a particular 
situation, and when that is ultimately communicated to the brethren as a whole, should they desire 
the support.  Often this may be upwards of a month later at the following meeting. 

Therefore, the Chapter of Rose Croix has determined it will explore new approaches for how our 
Scottish Rite bodies receive and disseminate information regarding any member who may be 
suffering in their own personal period of darkness, with the hopes of facilitating mutual support and 
maintained connection of all our brothers.  Together, we can renew the hope and faith of every single 
one of us no matter what we may be facing. 

 

 

 
WB Joe Surek 32° 
Senior Warden, Chapter Rose Croix 

 

 

 

Brethren, 

 

As it is a duty of the Chapter of Rose Croix to aid in the understanding of the symbolism of our Rite – ‘to help the 
brethren find the diamonds amongst the sands’ – we continue on our lecture series covering each of our Scottish Rite 
degrees.   

This month’s video will cover the 8th Degree – Intendant of the Building, and for those who need to catch up, our past 
videos are included as well. 

AASR 4th Degree - Secret Master 

AASR 5th Degree - Perfect Master 

AASR 6th Degree - Confidential Secretary 

AASR 7th Degree - Provost and Judge 

AASR 8th Degree - Intendant of the Building 

AASR 9th and 10th Degree - Elu of the Nine and Fifteen 

 

https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21ANgOjNDSjGoKzwA&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114289&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21APKMole2qG%2DOZ3M&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114290&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AFlNkBWQ22bDBF4&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114291&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AMLC3a0hjwKNKDs&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114292&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AKiuS3izPWsEShU&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114294&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AFMezYTN%5FytUSaU&cid=63524E55FB796852&id=63524E55FB796852%2114295&parId=63524E55FB796852%2110855&o=OneUp
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates! 
www.sococonsistory.org 

 

 

Grand Lodge Members:  http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/ 
Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org 

 

 

The following is a schedule of those gatherings as of this letter. If you’re aware of others, please let us know. 

 

Educational Presentations hosted via Zoom. Formal invitations will be sent out from the Grand Lodge 1-2 weeks in 
advance of any presentation. 
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CALENDAR 
 
 
We are endeavoring to provide you with a calendar of events so that you can plan for your participation in 
Scottish Rite activities. We will be enhancing this area over the coming months 
 
September 7, 2022 
 Open Meeting – Council of Kadosh in charge 
 No Meal 

7:00 PM Meeting 
 
October 5, 2022 
 Open Meeting – Lodge of Perfection in charge 
 Feast of Tishri 
 No Meal 

7:00 PM Meeting 
 
November 2, 2022 
 Closed Meeting – Consistory in charge 
 No Meal 

7:00 PM Meeting 
 

November 3-5, 2022 
 Fall Reunion – Details to follow 
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AUGUST BirThdAyS! 
James Oladimeji Adeyelu Richard Thomas Deluca Bill McMurdo 

Jerry L Allin Robert G Dwyer William R Pedley 

James S Archuleta Norman A Farrington John M Potter 

Raymond L Barbour Thomas A Fortner David L Reynolds 

Shawn D Beyer Elmo H Gardner, Jr Henry Saldana 

James D Brehm Mark D Griswold, Sr Wayne R Sauer 

John P Brown David R Guevara Timothy Alexander Shrodes 

Robert E Burkepile, Sr Robert D Hamilton Wayne E Smisek 

Robert H Buxmann Phillip E Leggitt Billy R Swartz 

Aaron Wayne Celaya David E Linebaugh Bob Vunovich 

Roger E Chilcoat Michael Blaine Mabbitt Timothy Eugene Watts 

G L Cook, Sr Michael L McMillan  
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SEPTEMBEr BirThdAyS! 
Roscoe A Ake T'Christopher Gardner Robert C Miller 

Marc Joseph Appiano Donald L Hansen Larry G Moore 

Ralph B Baumer, Jr Jerome L Hansen Barry D Nightingale 

George A Benson John J Harrington Pedro W Perez-Sanchez 

Gordon Bevill Michael E Hattaway Randall L Pieper 

Wm Keith Book Charles E Hawkins Paul D Ray 

Dailey G Broaddus Larry R Heersink Denton R Roberts 

Franklin A Clark Robert W Isaacs Steven J Roshek 

David L Coberly Terry L Kershaw Nicholas F. Ruybalid 

Robert R Cook John O Larson, III Ralph Singmaster 

Richard B Cranford Joseph D Law Noble Spencer, Jr 

James S Eaches, Sr LeRoy A Lindsey Dale E Spradley 

Warren C Edick Lawrence S Martin David L Tennis 

Luis R. Flores Frank E Meacham Bailee J Velasquez 
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Notices received since May 28, 2022 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 
should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 
to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:  Wise Master, Ronald Smith, 
32° KCCH; Senior/Junior Warden, Charles Lewis, 32°; Junior Wardens, Blake Simmons, 32° and John Weed, 32°.  If you are 
interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name
Date

James H Jones
11/29/2021

Albert Wetmore
6/8/2022

Billy E Thornburg
7/21/2022

Denzil I Kuns
3/11/2020

John L Seymour
6/8/2022

Lewis O Seaburn
8/10/2022

Memorial Scroll
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Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff 

Barry Nightingale, 33° - Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719-599-8320   barry@ncnfinancial.com 

John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635  

Editor – Ralph Newby, 32°    ralphnewby@yahoo.com 

Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32°    ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for the 
benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado Consistory in the Valley 
of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.  

Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  Articles 
should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright 
permissions may be included with your submission.  Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no 
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor.  All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly 
marked as copyrighted.  No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or 
published.  

Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email 
address.   

This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A 
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues (subject to available storage space) 
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the 
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content!  We 
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously.  If you are receiving 
this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you.  If you know of a Brother who has email but is not 
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our 
database.   

Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period. 
Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th 
Wednesday. 
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ALLEGIANCE 

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 
Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights 
Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon. 

 

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

     James D. Cole, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

  
 
 
                                          Karl J. Hinkle, 33°                                                                   Barry Nightingale, 33°  
                                   Deputy of the Supreme Council                                                             Personal Representative  
                                            Orient of Colorado                                                                   Valley of Colorado Springs - Pueblo  
 

   

 

 

Michael Mabbitt, 32°     Blake Simmons, 32°                 Robert Harper, 32° KCCH                 Craig Fabec, 32° KCCH  
Venerable Master             Wise Master             Commander                            Master of Kadosh 
Lodge of Perfection     Chapter of Rose Croix        Council of Kadosh      Consistory 

 

 

 

Michael L. McMillan, 33°                     Charles E. Lewis, 32°  Clifton Snow, 32° KCCH                Robert R. Cook, 33° 
Almoner    Prelate            Treasurer          Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 
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Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 
1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 
Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday 

Telephone numbers: 
719-471-7966 
877-471-7966 
719-635-1560 

We aspire to inspire our Members 
We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 
We believe in Fellowship 

We encourage in Personal Growth 
We care for our Members 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  
(Speech and language therapy for children in need) 

 
We cherish in our Historical Presence 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 
 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 
increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as legacy 
gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills, 
trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite 
activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

