
 

Quill & Scroll April 2026 Page | 1 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quill & Scroll 
Southern Colorado Consistory (SCC) 
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Ill Barry Nightingale, 33° 
Valley Personal Representative 
 
 
 
 
 

My Brothers, 

We have just over 30 days until our Spring Reunion!!  I am always excited to be able to spend time with my 
Scottish Rite brethren and our new candidates. 

LOTS and LOTS of things to get ready. 

    - Casts will be rehearsing --- and we will be adding additional degree work for this Reunion. 

    - Supporting Departments will be getting property, costumes, lights, sound equipment, and A/V equipment 
checked and readied 

    - Our Classroom team will be reviewing material, presentations, A/V equipment, and getting ready to 
communicate many degrees to our candidates 

During the three days of the Reunion, we will confer 29 degrees on our candidates, covering a host of moral 
and civic topics, and even some with a bit of political and religious themes intertwined with them.  It is a 
tremendous effort, and it is the cornerstone of setting our newest Scottish Rite Masons on their path to 
learning, understanding, and exploring so many different philosophical issues and ideas. 

This is OUR Scottish Rite - not mine, nor Ill Bro Karl Hinkle's, nor any other Brother or small group of Brothers.  
Our Scottish Rite belongs to all of us, equally.  and that means that each and everyone of us has the inherent 
responsibility to support all of our work. 

Our Director General, Ill Bro Craig Fabec, has so many ways that you can support our critically important 
efforts.  Let me touch on just a few key points: 

    "Yes", the Reunion lasts for 3 days.  "Yes", we have work to be done every day.  "But", that doesn't mean 
that everyone needs to be there, all day, every day.  Would that be great??  Of course, but we all understand it 
is not always possible due to family, work, and other obligations. 

    "Yes", memorizing cast parts is key, but not everyone has to be in a cast.  And there are so many places in 
the cast that you can start with just a small part and learn and grow into the cast over several Reunions. 

http://sococonsistory.org/
mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net
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    "Yes", serving in the Supporting Departments is also a critical need.  And you don't have to know what to do 
ahead of time.  Our leaders, working under Bro Mike Mabbitt, can teach and guide you. 

    "Yes", we have other roles to be filled in terms of supporting the classroom, helping degree teams prepare, 
and working with the Director General on coordinating the entire effort. 

If you have a role already - in any capacity - I thank you so very much.  Is it possible that over time you will 
learn more, and can help more?  I hope so!! 

If you don't have any role yet, let's find a place for you on the Reunion team, and get you to work, to whatever 
extent you can volunteer your time and energy.  Reach out to Ill Bro Craig, or Brother Mike, and let them know 
that YOU WANT TO HELP!!  We need your talents and support. 

 

 

 

 

William Twyman, 32° KCCH  
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar  
 
 

 

 

The Reunion is almost here! 

 

The Spring Reunion is taking shape and is coming up around the corner. The degree teams are practicing, and 
the degree masters are filling open positions as needed. We are committed to exemplifying the five 
mandatory degrees (4th, 14th, 18th, 30th, and 32nd) and will also be exemplifying the 8th and 20th degrees. If 
you have some time, please help by pitching in with degrees or the in properties department setting up or 
breaking down the degrees. Our online petition is the easiest way for brothers to join the Scottish Rite. Right 
now, we have 3 candidates and a courtesy work for a brother from Maryland joining us. In December and 
January, I stated that I wanted to see us have more candidates than Denver at one of the reunions and there is 
still time! This will be a memorable reunion (as they all are) and I hope to see as many of you there as possible. 
The url for the petition: 

 

https://scottishrite.jotform.com/213205802575956 

 

A note for members about the petition: make sure the prospects have your name and email as a first- or 
second-line signer. This will speed up the process and simplify work at the office to make sure we get them in 
for this reunion. As always, if you need anything, please don't hesitate to reach out to me via email at 
twyman55@gmail.com or cell phone at 304-481-2850 and I will do the best I can to answer any questions or 
get the answer for you. 

 

https://scottishrite.jotform.com/213205802575956
mailto:twyman55@gmail.com
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Russ Rogers, 32° 
Venerable Master 
Lodge of Perfection 

 

 

 

Why do you come to the Scottish Rite? 

Why did you walk through these doors the very first time? 

What were you searching for; and do you remember? 

And today, are you primarily a spectator… or a contributor? 

 

Each year, as we renew our commitments to our Blue Lodges and the appendant bodies we belong to, we’re 
quietly confronted with a personal question: What value do these organizations bring to my life? 

How do men measure that value? 

 

For many, it begins with purposeful friendship, the kind of friendship that is safe, honest, and respectful. Here, 
men can be seen for who they are today, while also being encouraged toward who they may yet become. 
These relationships are deeply fulfilling because they come with the kind of honest challenges that only 
brothers, who genuinely want you to succeed in your quest for Light, can offer. 

 

For others, it was the search itself that brought them through the front doors. 

The Blue Lodge gives a man the perfect vehicle to begin asking the great questions: 

Why am I here? What is my purpose? What is my place in the Universe? Who is the Great Architect, and how 
am I connected to His design? 

The Scottish Rite invites a man to go even deeper, to push through the muck of ignorance and uncover the 
treasures of understanding and wisdom that lie beneath. 

 

For me personally, it has always been about the education, not perfection. 

I learn from men of every background, every faith, every industry, and every level of education. When men 
speak honestly from their own experience, we learn something about ourselves. These interactions are the 
true treasure within the halls of the Scottish Rite. But they only happen when brothers choose to be 
contributors. 
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Our Rite needs men who show up and take part in the work and the magic: 

 

• taking a role in a degree, 

• offering an education at a stated meeting, 

• helping prepare for an observance, 

• or simply being present with intention. 

 

These acts of fraternity enrich the experience for everyone and open new opportunities to learn from one 
another. 

 

I hope to see all of you at our April meeting for one of the most meaningful observances in the Rose Croix. I 
believe it is among the most beautiful events in the Scottish Rite — a moment to remember the great men 
who came before us and those who have recently passed from our presence. 

 

What a profound opportunity to honor their Light and renew our own. 

 

 
 
Blake Simmons, 32° KCCH 
Wise Master 
Chapter of Rose Croix 
 

 

 

 

Why Scottish Rite? 
 
So what makes the Scottish Rite so special? * “In a word: more. More light in Masonry, more educational 
opportunities, more opportunities for fellowship, more opportunities for service, and more opportunities to 
practice charity, and more role models and mentors from whom to learn. The Scottish Rite does not replace 
the Blue Lodge experience but complements it in a very positive way. However, the Scottish Rite is not meant 
to be a passive activity—it is not a “spectator sport.” By becoming a 32nd Degree Mason, we take obligations 
to serve not only our brethren, but also humanity and our community. These commitments and the brethren 
that fulfill them are what makes the Scottish Rite so unique and special and why I’m proud to call myself a 
Scottish Rite Mason”. 

*From the Supreme Council website 

Enlightenment is what Masonry is about at its core. We declare that light is what “we most desire” in our Blue 
lodges following our obligations. We are supplied with information and direction to gain enlightenment not 
only in the world we live in, but more importantly, in the spiritual world we also live in and will all travel to in 
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our future lives. It is up to you. If you truly want better in your life, more enlightenment, more understanding, 
more examples to follow, more opportunities to help and ‘make a difference’, more ways to improve yin your 
daily life with family, friends, your community, the world, and with the deity you believe in, Make The Effort!  

This is not something we do once a month when we come to a meeting, but every day. We are the receivers of 
light and also the givers of light to those who see us as living examples. Fulfill your life with the joy of 
knowledge, the bonds of brotherhood, the rewards of service, and the true gift of charity. Be that which you 
desire, an ENLIGHTENED Man, Mason, and Spirit of deity. I cannot express all that I have learned and the 
benefits I have received by becoming a Mason, and more especially, a Scottish Rite Mason. It has changed my 
life and perception of all things for the better. I still have so very much to learn and I am just another Brother 
along the journey of life, but I am traveling the path illuminated by the light of knowledge, better 
consideration for others, and always supported by the bonds of Brotherly love. Thank you all for being my 
Brothers.  

Look to the light, follow the light, embrace the light, and the especially Scottish Rite, the true body of higher 
learning in Masonic knowledge. 

As always, thank you all for all you do for The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. 

 

 

 
Charlie Kendir 32° 
Commander 
Council of Kadosh 
 

 

 

Brethren,  

 

Last month I wrote about understanding the roles and responsibilities I have as the Commander of the Council 
of Kadosh. This month, I want to update the consistory and ask for some feedback on one of those 
responsibilities. This year, I am a part of the Membership Committee led by WB Blake Simmons. As a part of 
that committee, I am in charge of the Ambassador Program. This was an existing program that, from my 
understanding has faltered through the Covid years, that we are looking to refresh. The goal is to have at least 
two ambassadors for each of the Blue Lodges our Consistory membership consists of. 

 

Every month, my plan is to email the ambassadors selected, a few items concerning the Scottish Rite. I would 
ask these representatives to announce those items at their Lodges, without interrupting the meeting (for 
instance during the 'good of the order'). For instance, the email for April might read something like: "The 
Scottish Rite will be having an open meeting to all Masons and guests on April 1st, starting at 7pm. The 
Chapter of Rose Croix will hold a Remembrance and Renewal Ceremony to pay honor and tribute to the 
Brothers we've lost last year and renew our fraternal bonds. We will also be having our Spring Reunion April 
23-25th to put on degrees for our candidates. Please let me know if you'd like more information." The email 
would also contain the flier for the Rose Croix Ceremony to share with brothers if asked.  
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What this program is: 

• A way to inform Blue Lodges of the work we are doing as Scottish Rite Masons 

• A point-of-contact for Masons who are interested in joining the Scottish Rite 

• A resource for the Masters of Lodges as we work on rolling out our Education Plan as part of the 
membership committee (expect to hear more throughout the year). 

What this program is NOT: 

• An explicit recruitment effort. There is a fine line here between telling the lodges what we do and 
explicitly recruiting members.  

If you are interested in being an ambassador for your lodge, please let me know at 
charlie.kendir@centurionlodge.com 

 

 

 
Michael Mabbit, 32 KCCH 
Director of Degrees 

Director of Properties 
 
 
 

 
Freemasonry and Family – A lesson learned the hard way. 

At its heart, Freemasonry teaches us a beautiful truth: our first and most sacred duties are to our Creator, our 
country, and our families. The fraternity was never meant to be a substitute for a happy home; rather, it’s a 
set of tools intended to help us become better, more present versions of ourselves for our spouses and 
children. 

When the lines blur is not always detectible. What starts as a genuine commitment to a noble cause can 
slowly, almost imperceptibly, begin to take up more space than we intended. We tell ourselves that one more 
meeting or one more event is "important," and we promise our loved ones we’ll make it up to them later. 

If you’ve found yourself making those promises more often lately, please know you aren’t alone—but also 
know that your family feels that absence. When we unintentionally push our families to the side, we risk losing 
the very foundation of support that allows us to be Masons in the first place. Prioritizing the Lodge over the 
home can lead to a quiet distance, strained hearts, and a sense of regret that no title or degree can ever truly 
fix. 

Turning the compass toward home.  The good news is that the solution is found within the very lessons we 
cherish: Put your family first. If you feel the need to repair a connection, here is how you can begin that 
journey with grace.   

mailto:charlie.kendir@centurionlodge.com
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Start with heartfelt conversations: Sit down with your family for an honest, calm talk. This isn't about winning 
a debate; it’s about listening. Try to truly see things from their perspective. When they speak, listen without 
planning your defense. Validate their feelings, remembering that in our homes—just as in our Lodges—we are 
all "on the level." 

Include them in the journey: Before committing to a new event, check in with your family first. Make them 
partners in your schedule rather than afterthoughts. Even if they can't attend a tiled meeting, invite them to 
the dinner or plan a family activity in the same city. Make them feel like they are part of your world, not 
competing with it.  Action rebuilds trust: Words are a start, but trust is built through consistent, reliable 
presence. Show them through your actions that they are your top priority. 

Pride has no place in healing: There is no shame in seeking a helping hand. If the distance feels too wide to 
bridge alone, a counselor or therapist can provide the tools to help you communicate more effectively. 

Freemasonry and family life don't have to be at odds. In fact, when managed with love and intention, they can 
enrich one another. By placing your family back at the center of your life, you aren't just being a better man—
you are truly living the principles of the Craft. 
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To Masons all, family, and guests, each year the Southern Colorado Consistory of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry assembles in the spirit of Fraternity to conduct their most special 

Remembrance and Renewal Ceremony.  
  

It becomes our duty, therefore, to Honor and pay Tribute to our Brethren past as we renew our fraternal 
ties to our Brethren present, and pledge ourselves to aiding Humanity.  

 
This is one of the most important and moving Masonic ceremonies of each year, not only to Brothers of 

Scottish Rite, but to all Masons as a whole, and their families. 
This Ceremony is open to all Masons - Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft,  

Master Masons, all family, and guests 
 

Join with us this April 1st at 7PM and be a part of this a wonderful opportunity to experience a beautiful 
part of Masonry and share in fraternal brotherhood while learning more about the wonders that Masonry 

has to offer each one of us. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
The Ceremony begins at 7PM and we welcome you.  (Please arrive by 6:30) 

The Ceremony will be held in the Colorado Springs Masonic Center at:  
1150 Panorama Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904 

Contact Wise Master Chapter Rose Croix Brother Blake Simmons if you are in need of more information. 
Blakester1008@gmail.com 
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Spring Reunion Schedule 
Thursday, April 23rd, 2026 

 

7:30AM Reunion Prolog/Agenda Classroom 

8:15AM Symbolism of the Scottish Rite Classroom 

9:00AM Exemplify 4° Egyptian Room 

9:50AM Communicate 5° Classroom 

10:15AM Communicate 6° Classroom 

10:45AM Break Murry Hall 

11:00AM Communicate 7° Classroom 

11:30AM Exemplify 8° Egyptian Room 

12:15PM LUNCH BREAK Classroom 

1:15PM Communicate 9° Classroom 

1:25PM Communicate 10° Classroom 

1:50PM Communicate 11° Classroom 

2:15PM BREAK Murray Hall 

2:30PM Communicate 12° Classroom 

2:55PM Communicate 13° Classroom 

3:30PM Exemplify 14° American Room 

4:45PM WRAP UP  
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Spring Reunion Schedule 
Friday, April 24th, 2026 

 

7:30AM Q&A/18° Attestation Classroom 

8:00 AM Communicate 15° Classroom 

8:15AM  Communicate 16° Classroom 

8:30AM Communicate 17° Classroom 

8:45AM BREAK Murray Hall 

9:00AM Exemplify 18° American 

10:45AM Communicate 19° Classroom 

11:15AM LUNCH BREAK Murray Hall 

12:15PM Exemplify 20° American Room 

2:00PM Grand Master visit Classroom 

2:20PM BREAK Murray Hall 

2:30PM Communicate 21° Classroom 

3:00PM Communicate 22° Classroom 

3:30PM Communicate 23° Classroom 

4:00PM BREAK Murray Hall 

4:15PM Communicate 24° Classroom 

4:45PM Communicate 25° Classroom 

5:15PM Communicate 26° Classroom 

5:45PM WRAP UP 
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Spring Reunion Schedule 
Saturday April 25th, 2026 

 

8:00AM Communicate 27° Classroom 

8:30AM Communicate 28° Classroom 

9:00AM Communicate 29° Classroom 

9:30AM BREAK Murray Hall 

9:45AM Exemplify 30° American/ Egyptian 

10:45AM Communicate 31° Classroom 

11:15AM LUNCH BREAK Murray Hall 

12:30PM Elections/Photos  

1:30PM Exemplify 32° American Room 

2:45PM KSA (members and new)  Classroom 

   

5:30PM Punch Bowl Murray Hall 

6:00PM Dinner Murray Hall 
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Photo from March 4 meeting 
Brothers receiving their patents 
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Send us your content & visit your website for the latest updates! 

www.sococonsistory.org 

 

 

Grand Lodge Members:  http://members.grandlodgeofcolorado.org/ 

Promotion Of Masonry: www.beafreemason.org 
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CALENDAR 
 

April 1, 2026 – Rose Croix 
 Meeting open to public 
 
 Details 
 7:00 PM - Remembrance and renewal – See the flyer above 
 
April 23-25, 2026 – Spring Reunion 
 
 Details 
 Look for information to come out in April 
 
May 6, 2026 
 Meeting closed 
 
 Details 
 7:00 PM - TBD 
 
June 3, 2026 
 Meeting closed 
 
 Details 
 7:00 PM - TBD 
 
July and August 2026 

No meetings - dark 
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April Birthdays! 
Harry A Andrews Vincent T Johnson Robert S Riebel 

Christopher Todd Bliesman Richard James Landry Diego A Rodriguez 

Brian Lee Cotter Aaron Damian Langevin Randall R Sanger 

Ronald D Crymble William F Little Earl Robert Schaffer 

Galen F Feeback John L Luellen Douglas Walter Shock 

Warren K Fox Anthony C MacWaters Brent E Skipper 

Herschel L Funk Charles F. Meeske Zachary Campbell Smith 

Bud Gressett Ottis L Neal Kim D Sturdy 

Douglas R Hatton Norman A Pechacek Timothy Harvey Wolfe 

Henry J Hrabik, Jr Charles W Rector, Sr Robert O Woods 
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Notices received since February 26, 2026 

ROSE CROIX FUNERAL TEAM 

All Scottish Rite Masons in good standing are entitled to have a Rose Croix Funeral service at the time of their passing.  Members 

should advise their families of their wishes to have this beautiful service.  It is a very dignified service intended to help bring comfort 

to the family. The current members of the Southern Colorado Consistory Rose Croix Funeral Team are:  Wise Master, Jim Wiley 32˚; 

Senior Wardens, Aaron Langevin 32˚ and Blake Simmons 32˚; Junior Wardens, Aaron Langevin 32˚ and Blake Simmons 32˚.  If you 

are interested in joining the Rose Croix Funeral Team and helping them, contact the office or Blake Simmons, 32° for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name
Date

Richard E
 Hair

12/13/2025

Memorial Scroll
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Southern Colorado Consistory Quill & Scroll Guidelines and Staff 

Barry Nightingale, 33° - Personal Representative & Bulletin Advisor / 719-599-8320   barry.d.nightingale@gmail.com 

John A. Moreno, 33° - Staff Photographer 303-238-3635  

Editor – Ralph Newby, 32° KCCH    ralphnewby@yahoo.com 

Web/social media – Ralph Newby, 32° KCCH     ralphnewby@yahoo.com This publication is produced monthly by and for 
the benefit of members, staff, and interested parties associated with the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, and more particularly the Southern Colorado 
Consistory in the Valley of Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado.  The views expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Southern Colorado Consistory or its officers.  

Deadline for article submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month prior to the stated meeting (first Wednesday).  Articles 
should be approximately 250-1000 words long.  Where appropriate, relevant high-resolution images with proper copyright 
permissions may be included with your submission.  Articles may be submitted in electronic text format (MS word, no 
Adobe pdf) via email to the editor.  All articles are subject to editing and are published without restrictions unless clearly 
marked as copyrighted.  No compensation is given for any articles, photographs, or other materials submitted or 
published.  

Notice of publication is provided to members of the Southern Colorado Consistory who have provided a valid email 
address.   

This publication is published on the web site as an Adobe .pdf file.  It requires the free Adobe Reader program to read. (A 
copy of this program can be found at http://www.adobe.com).  Current and past issues (subject to available storage space) 
are available for viewing on the Southern Colorado Consistory Website.  

Questions pertaining to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor or the Consistory Office.  

If you have comments, constructive criticisms, recommendations, or articles for submission, please send them to the 
EDITOR, Quill & Scroll.  

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION!!!  Let us know how we’re doing and provide us your Masonic wisdom and content!  We 
need to know if you want to see something of particular interest that we haven’t published previously.  If you are receiving 
this e-newsletter, it is because we have a valid email address for you.  If you know of a Brother who has email but is not 
receiving these notices, PLEASE have him contact the Consistory Office and get his email updated or added to our 
database.   

Publishing schedule: Submissions (in Word format, period) are due by the 3rd Wednesday each month, period. 

Compilation of the document and approval before review by the 4th Tuesday each month. Publication on the 4th 

Wednesday. 
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ALLEGIANCE 

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Valley of 

Colorado Springs/Pueblo, Orient of Colorado, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights 

Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon. 

Southern Colorado Consistory Valley of Pueblo/Colorado Springs 

 

 

 

     James D. Cole, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

  

 

 

                                          Karl J. Hinkle, 33°                                                                   Barry Nightingale, 33°  
                                   Sovereign Grand Inspector General                                                             Personal Representative  
                                            Orient of Colorado                                                                   Valley of Colorado Springs - Pueblo  
 

   

 

 

  Russ Rogers, 32°  Blake Simmons, 32° KCCH                      Charlie Kendir 32°                             Edwin Alas 32°  
Venerable Master             Wise Master            Commander                                 Master of Kadosh 
Lodge of Perfection     Chapter of Rose Croix        Council of Kadosh      Consistory 

 

 

 

    Zach Smith, 32°          James Wiley, 32°             William Twyman, 32° KCCH 
Almoner    Prelate            Treasurer          Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 
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Support your 

Southern Colorado Consistory Scottish Rite 

1150 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1715 

 

Email: socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net 

Office hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Thursday 

Telephone numbers: 

719-471-7966 

877-471-7966 

719-635-1560 

We aspire to inspire our Members 

We constantly work to develop meaningful Degrees and Programs 

We endeavor to create opportunities for our Members 

We believe in Fellowship 

We encourage in Personal Growth 

We care for our Members 

We strongly support our charity RiteCare  

(Speech and language therapy for children in need) 

 

We cherish in our Historical Presence 

We honor, respect and promote Patriotism and support our Troops / Veterans 

 

All of this requires strong and dedicated members to accomplish our goals and tasks. And, unfortunately, ever 

increasing financial support.  Please consider SCC in your estate planning.  Planned gifts, also known as legacy 

gifts, are the result of financial planning often involving a future estate. These gifts include bequests in wills, 

trusts, life insurance, personal property, and annuities.  Such gifts would allow SCC to continue Scottish Rite 

activities.  Thank you in advance for any and all support! 

mailto:socolorcoscotti@qwestoffice.net

